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(57) ABSTRACT

A new and distinct cultivar of Euphorbia plant named ‘Mini
Martini’, characterized by 1ts compact and mounded plant
habit; freely branching habit; dense and full plant form;
freely flowering habit; and green-colored floral bracts and
dark purple-colored nectaries.
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Botanical classification/cultivar designation: Fuphorbiax
maritinit cultivar Min1 Martini.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Euphorbia, botanically known as Fuphorbiaxmaritinii

and heremafter referred to by the cultivar name ‘Mini
Martini’.

The new Euphorbia 1s a naturally-occurring whole plant
mutation of an unidentified selection of Fuphorbiax
marifinii, not patented. The new Euphorbia was discovered
and selected by the Inventor as a single plant 1n a controlled
environment in Noordwijkerhout, The Netherlands.

Asexual reproduction of the new Euphorbia since 2001 by
cuttings taken 1n a controlled environment 1n
Noordwijkerhout, The Netherlands, has shown that the
unique features of this new Euphorbia are stable and repro-
duced true to type 1n successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The cultivar Mini1 Martini has not been observed under all
possible environmental conditions. The phenotype may vary
somewhat with variations in environment such as tempera-
ture and light intensity without, however, any variance in

genotype.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘Mini
Martin1’. These characteristics 1n combination distinguish
‘Min1 Martini” as a new and distinct cultivar:

1. Compact and mounded plant habit.
2. Freely branching habait; dense and full plant form.
3. Freely flowering habit.

4. Green-colored floral bracts and dark purple-colored

nectaries.

Plants of the new Euphorbia are most similar to plants of
the parent selection, however plants of the new Euphorbia
are more compact than and about half as tall as plants of the
parent selection.
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2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the
overall appearance of the new Euphorbia, showing the
colors as true as 1t 1s reasonably possible to obtain 1n colored
reproductions of this type. Colors 1n the photographs may
differ slightly from the color values cited in the detailed
botanical description which accurately describe the colors of
the new Euphorbia.

The photograph on the first sheet comprises a side per-
spective view of a typical flowering plant of ‘Mini Martini’.

The photographs on the second sheet are close-up views of
typical inflorescences of ‘Min1 Martini’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

Plants used for the aforementioned photographs and the
following description were grown 1n containers in an out-
door nursery and under conditions which closely approxi-
mate commerclal production 1n Lisse, The Netherlands.
During the production of the plants, day temperatures
ranged from 9 to 21° C. and night temperatures ranged from
3 to 11° C. Plants were about two years old when the
photographs and description were taken. The photographs
and description were taken 1n May, 2002. In the description,
color references are made to The Royal Horticultural Soci-
ety Colour Chart, 1995 Edition, except where general terms
of ordinary dictionary significance are used.

Botanical classification: Fuphorbia maritinii cultivar Mini
Martini.

Parentage: Naturally-occurring whole plant mutation of an
unidentified selection of Fuphorbia maritinii, not pat-
ented.

Propagation:

Type.—By cuttings.
Time to initiate roots.—About 14 days at temperatures
of 14° C.

Time to develop roots.—About 40 days at temperatures
of 21° C.
Root description.—F1ne, well-branched.
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Plant description:

Plant form and growth habii.—Compact and mounded
plant habit; inverted triangle; perennial subshrub.
Moderate growth rate. Appropriate for 9 to 13-cm
containers.

Branching habit.—Freely branching, usually about 55
lateral branches develop per plant; dense and bushy

plant form.
Plant height.—About 40 cm.

Plant diameter.—About 45 cm.

Lateral branch description (peduncles).—Length:
About 30 cm. Diameter: About 4 mm. Internode
length: About 2 cm. Strength: Strong. Texture:
Smooth, glabrous. Color: Young stems, 144C; older
stems, 187C.

Foliage description:
Arrangement.—Alternate, simple; symmetrical;

sessile.
Length.—About 5.7 cm.

Width.—About 9 mm.

Shape.—Oblanceolate.

Apex.—Acute.

Base.—(Cuneate.

Margin.—Enftire.

lexture, upper surface.—Glabrous; smooth.

lexture, lower surface.—Pubescent.

Color—Young foliage, upper surface: 141A to 141B.
Young foliage, lower surface: 138 A. Mature foliage,
upper surface: 137B. Mature foliage, lower surface:
138B. Venation, upper and lower surfaces: 145A to
145B.

Flower description:

Natural flowering season.—.ate April through late
May 1n Lisse, The Netherlands; flowering continu-
ous during this period.

Flower arrangement.—Single rotate flowers arranged
in umbel-like compound terminal cymes. Very freely
flowering with about 120 flower buds and flowers
per inflorescence. Flowers face upright and out-
wardly. Flowers self-cleaning and not fragrant.

4

Inflorescence height.—About 13 cm.

Inflorescence diameter.—About 9.5 cm.

Flower diameter.—About 1.2 cm.

Flower depth (height)—About 5 mm.

Flower longevity on the plant.—About four weeks.

Flower buds.— ength: About 2 mm. Diameter: About
2 mm. Shape: Broadly elliptic. Color: 144C.

Floral bracts.—Quantity/arrangement: Two; opposite.
Length: About 7 mm. Width: About 1.2 cm. Shape:
Orbicular. Apex: Rounded. Base: Fused. Margin:
Entire. Texture, upper and lower surfaces: Glabrous;
smooth. Color: When opening, upper and lower
surfaces: 144B to 144C. Fully opened, upper and
lower surfaces: 144B to 144A.

Pedicels.— ength: About 2.5 mm. Diameter: Less than
1.5 mm. Angle: Erect to about 50° from vertical.
Strength: Moderate. Texture: Smooth, glabrous.
Color: 144B.

Reproductive organs.—Androecium: No male flowers
observed. Gynoecrum: Pistil number per flower:
One, three-carpelled. Pistil length: About 3 mm.
Style length: About 2 mm. Style color: 144C. Stigma
shape: Cleft. Stigma color: 151A.

Nectaries.—Quantity per flower: About four. Shape:
Lunate. Length: About 1.5 mm. Width: About 2.5
mm. Color: 187A becoming closer to 184A to 184B

with development.

Fruit/seed —Fruit and seed production has not been
observed.
Discase/pest resistance: Plants of the new Euphorbia have
not been observed to be resistant to pathogens and pests
common to Euphorbia.

Temperature tolerance: Plants of the new Euphorbia are
tolerant to temperatures as low as —=10° C. and as high as

35° C.
It 1s claimed:

1. A new and distinct Euphorbia plant named ‘Mini
Martini’, as 1llustrated and described.
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