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Botanical classification: Gaura lindheimeri. PLLANT

Varietal denomination: ‘My Melody’.
¢ ¢ Time to initiate roots: 10 days at 22° C.

Time to develop roots: 30 days at 18° C.

Time to produce a finished flowering plant from a rooted
cutting: 7.5 weeks 1n a 9 cm container.

Form: Upright; slightly spreading.

Stem:

Length.—45-50 cm.
Diameter.—Average 4 mm.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
5
The present invention comprises a new and distinct cul-

tivar of Gaura lindheimeri known by the varietal name ‘My
Melody’. The new variety was discovered 1n Niigata, Japan.
The variegated seedling was seclected and confirmed as a
stable selection on May 20, 1999 1n Nugata, Japan. The new 1g

variety 1s the result of a planned breeding program between Color—143C.

Gaura lindheimeri (short-form) (female unpatented, lextur e.—Smoth.

unnamed parent) and Gaura lindheimeri (male unpatented, Pubescence.—ight.
Form.—Erect.

unnamed parent). The new variety exhibits similar large
white flowers to both parents, but has a variegated foliage. 15
The new variety exhibits similar flower color to the unpat-
ented variety ‘Corries Gold’, but has a more compact, free
branching habit. The new variety was first asexually repro-
duced by cuttings in Niigata, Japan. The new variety has
been trial and field tested and has been found to retain its 29
distinctive characteristics and remain true to type through
successive propagations.

Height: In a pot, blooms are 40 cm above soil. In the ground,
blooms are 60 cm above soil.
Diameter: 20 cm 1n a pot; 35 ¢cm 1n the ground.
Vigor: Medium.
Branching habit: Free.
Lateral branches:
Length.—About 20 cm.
Diameter.—Average 2 mm.
Internode length.—Average 16 mm, but irregular.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS [exiure. —Smooth.
,s Pubescence.— 1ght.
The accompanying photographic drawings illustrate the | Color—I137C.
new variety, with the color being as nearly true as 1s possible Foliage:
with color illustrations of this type: Arrangement.—Alternate.
, Size of leaf.—_ength: About 6.8 cm. Width: About 1.0
FIG. 1 1s a photograph of the new plant; om
30 '
FIG. 2 1s a photograph of the spike and flowers of the new Shape of leaj.—Oblanceolate.
plant; and Shape of apex.—Acute.

Shape of base.—Attenuate.
lexture.—Sott, slightly pubescent.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PI ANT 35 Margin type.—Entire, slightly undulate.
Pubescence.—Slight on upper and lower surfaces.

FIG. 3 1s a photograph of the leaves of the new plant.

The following detailed description sets forth the charac- Color:

teristics of the new cultivar grown outside in the open Young leaves.—Upper surface: Center varies between
cround and 1n 15 cm diameter containers with no extra 137C and 138A. Edge 1s 144C with 139D patches
fertilizer in The Netherlands. Plants were about 4 to 5 40 between the center and edge. Lower surface: Center
months old. The data which defines these characteristics 1s 137C. Edge 1s 144C with 139D patches between
were collected by asexual reproductions by cuttings. The the center and edge.

color readings were taken in The Netherlands 1n natural Mature leaves.—Upper surface: Center 137C. Edge 1s
daylight. Color references are primarily to The R.H.S. 4C with patches of 138B and 138C between the

Colour Chart of The Royal Horticultural Society of London. center and edge. Lower surface: Center 1s 138A.
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Edge 1s 4C with patches of 138B and 138C between
the center and edge.

Petiole: None present.

Veins:

Color—Upper surface: 137C. Lower surface: 138A.

FLOWER
Bud:
Stage when bud characteristics determined.—Fully
developed.
Shape.— 1near.

Diameter—About 2.5 mm.
Length.—About 16 mm.

Color.—4D flushed with 39A and 39B.
Natural tlowering season: In Northern Europe from May to
November outside.
Spike:
Number of flowers per spike.—Average 27.
Length.—Average 25 cm.
Diameter across bloom: Average 6.5 cm.
Corolla:

Form.—Zyygomorphic.

Petals/lobes.—INumber: 4. Length: About 18 mm.
Width: About 10 mm. Shape: Obovate. Apex:
Rounded (obtuse). Base: Cuneate. Margin: Entire.
Texture and appearance: Smooth, matte. Color:
Upper surface: 155D. Lower surface: 155D.

Calyx:

Form.—Fused at tip.

Length.—About 16 mm.

Diameter.—About 5 mm.

Sepal number—4(2 joined pairs).

Sepal shape.— inear.

Sepal margin: Entire.

4

Sepal texture.—Smooth, pubescent.

Sepal size— ength: About 16 mm. Width: About 2
mm.

Sepal color.—Upper surface: 155D flushed with 63B
and 63C. Lower surface: 155D flushed with 63B and
63C.

Pedicel.— ength: 9 mm. Width: 1.5 mm. Color: 143C
with lines of 59B.

Peduncle.— ength: 20-25 cm. Width: 1.5 mm. Color:
143A with 59A at tip of shoot.

Fragrance: None.

Disease resistance: Good.

Temperature tolerance: Good.

Drought tolerance: Good.

Lasting quality: Flowers last 1 day individually.

REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS

Stamens:
Number— per Hlower.
Filament length.—About 14 mm.
Anthers.—Shape: Linear. Length: 3 mm. Color: 59A.
Pollen.—Color: Varies between 6C and 7C. Amount:
Plentiful.
Pistils:
Number.—One.
Length.—27 mm.
Style.— ength: 26 mm. Color: 155A flushed with 63C
and 63D.
Stigma.—Shape: Cruciform. Color: 3C.
I claim:
1. A new and distinct variety of Gaura lindheimeri plant
substantially as shown and described.
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