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GENUS SPECIES COMPARISON WITH PARENTS
Petuniaxhybrida.
in that neither possesses the pendent growth and bluish
VARIETY DENOMINAITTON s flowers of ‘KElIlavbu’.
‘KEIlavbu’.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct variety
of petunia which was originated by me by crossing an
unnamed seedling with an unnamed seedling.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The primary objective of this breeding was to produce a
new petunia variety having a trailing or spreading habit of
ocrowth, blue flowers, resistance to heat and rain, ease of
propagation from cuttings and a profusion of flowering,
during the spring, summer and {fall.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The objective was substantially achieved, along with
other desirable improvements, as evidenced by the follow-
ing unique combination of characteristics that are outstand-
ing 1n the new variety and that distinguish 1t from its parents,
as well as from all other varieties of which I am aware:

1. Blue flowers;

2. Ease of propagation by cuttings;
3. Vigorous growth;

4. Trailing or spreading habait; and
5. Resistance to heat and rain.

Asexual reproduction of this new variety by cuttings, as
performed at Somis, Calif., shows that the foregoing and all
other characteristics and distinctions come true to form and
are established and transmitted through succeeding propa-
gations.
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COMPARISON WITH SIMILAR VARIETY

Compared with Surfina Blue Vein, ‘KEllavbu’ has a
orcater growth habit and a well-formed plant shape. As
compared to other trailing petunias, ‘KEllavbu’s® flower
color 1s new and unique.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE ILLUSTRATTION

The accompanying illustration shows typical specimens
of the vegetative growth and flowers of this new variety in
different stages of development, depicted 1n color as nearly
true as 1t 1s reasonably possible to make the same 1n a color
illustration of this character.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The following 1s a detailed description of my new petunia
cultivar with color descriptions using terminology 1n accor-
dance with The Royal Horticultural Society (London)
Colour Chart (1966), except where ordinary dictionary sig-
nificance of color 1s indicated.

Parentage:
Seed parent—Unnamed seedling.
Pollen parent.—Unnamed seedling.

FLOWER

Observations made from specimens beginning at four

months of age grown 1n a garden environment at Somis,
Calif. 1 July, 1999—November, 2000.
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Blooming habit: Blooms spring, summer and fall.
Plant:

Growth.—Decumbent.

Growth habit.—Vigorous, spreading.

Rooting period —8—12 days at 72° F.

Mature plant.—Height: 11-15 cm. Spreading area:
110-150 cm 1n diameter.

Blooming period.—April to October.

Stem.—Overall Length: 50—-80 cm. Main Stem: 20-25
cm. Laterals: 10—15 cm. Thickness: 2—3 mm. Color:
Yellow-Green Group 144B-144C. Pubescence:
Medium. Mode of Branching: Abundant. Length of
Internode: 1-2 cm.

Leaf.—Arrangement on stem: Opposite. Shape: Ellip-
tic. Margin: Entire. Size: Length: 5-6 c¢cm. Width:
2.7-3.2 cm. Thickness: 0.3 mm. Color: Upper Sur-
face: Green Group 137C to 137D. Lower Surface:
Green Group 137C to 137D. Phyllotaxis: Opposite
both before and after flowering. Texture: Pubescent.
Venation pattern: Costate. Vein Color: Yellow-Green
Group 146B. Petiole: Length: 3 to 11 mm. Diameter:
1 to 3 mm. Color: Yellow-Green Group 146B.

Flower:

Orientation at opening.—Faces slightly upward.

Size.—Average open diameter 1s about 5—6 cm.

Type.—Single.

Shape.—Corolla 1s thin with a length of 40—45 mm.
Flower has a funnel shape with a five-fissured limb.

Color.—The upper sides of the petals vary from Violet
Group 84A to 86D and Violet-Blue Group 91A. The
petal also has variegation of Violet-Blue 92D and
97D with a pale throat of Green-Yellow Group 1D.
The reverse sides of the petals are Green-Yellow

Group 1D. The base of the petals has a small area of
Green-Yellow Group 1D.
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Petal tip shape.—Obverse.

Lobation.—Shallow.

Waving —Weak.

Peduncle.—lL ength: 1.5-2.0 cm. Color: Yellow-Green
Group 144B.

Calyx.—Number of sepals: 5. Length: 13-16 mm.
Color: Upper surfaces: Yellow-Green Group 146B.
Lower surface: Green Group 143C.

Lastingness —Three days.

Fragrance.—Light vanilla.

Reproductive parts:
Stamens.—Quantity: Five normal stamens. Length:
11-13 mm.
Anthers—Number: 5. Length: 1 mm. Color: Blue-
Violet Group 94A.
Filaments.—length: 10-12 mm. Color: Blue-Violet
Group 92D.
Pistil—Quantity: One normal pistil. Length: 10-12
mm.
Stigma.—Color: Green Group 137B. Length: 2 mm.
Style.—Color: Violet-Blue Group 92D. Length: 89
mim.
Fruit—None observed.
Discase resistance: Resistant to mildew under normal grow-
ing conditions.
Response to climatic conditions: Excellent tolerance to heat
and rain.
I claim:
1. A new and distinct variety of petunia plant, substan-
tially as herein shown and described, characterized particu-
larly by its blue flowers; ease of propagation by cuttings;

vigorous growth; trailing or spreading habit; and resistance
to heat and rain.
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