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(57) ABSTRACT

A distinct cultivar of Ficus plant named ‘000-G1°, charac-
terized by 1ts mostly upright habit when grown under full
sun conditions and upright and outwardly spreading habat
when grown under shade conditions; freely branching habit,
full and dense plants; glossy variegated leaves; and undulate
foliage.
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BOTANICAL CLASSIFICATION/CULITVAR
DENOMINATION

Ficus benjamina cultivar *000-G1°.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present Invention relates to a new and distinct culti-
var of Ficus plant, botanically known as Ficus benjamina
and heremnafter referred to by the name ‘000-G1°.

The new Ficus was discovered by the Inventor in June,
1999, in a controlled environment 1n Miami, Fla., as a
naturally-occurring branch mutation of an unidentified
selection of Ficus benjamina, not patented. The new Ficus
was selected on the basis of its undulate variegated foliage.

Asexual propagation of the new cultivar by cuttings since
February, 2000, in a controlled environment 1n Miamzi, Fla.,
has shown that the unique features of this new Ficus are
stable and reproduced true to type 1n successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘000-G1°.
These characteristics in combination distinguish ‘000-G1’ as
a new and distinct cultivar:

1. Mostly upright when grown under full sun conditions
and upright and outwardly spreading when grown under
shade conditions.

2. Freely branching habait, full and dense plants.
3. Glossy variegated leaves.
4. Undulate foliage.

In side-by-side comparisons conducted by the Inventor in
Miami, Fla., plants of the new Ficus differed from plants of
the parent, the unidentified selection of Ficus benjamina, in
the following characteristics:

1. Plants of the new Ficus had smaller leaves than plants
of the parent selection.

2. Fully expanded leaves of plants of the new Ficus were
variable 1n size and shape whereas fully expanded leaves of
plants of the parent selection were uniform 1n size and shape.
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3. Leaves of plants of the new Ficus were undulate
whereas leaves of plants of the parent selection were not
undulate.

4. Leaves of plants of the new Ficus were variegated
whereas leaves of plants of the parent selection were not
variegated.

5. Woody stems of plants of the new Ficus were smoother
than woody stems of plants of the parent selection.

Plants of the new Ficus can be compared to plants of the
Ficus cultivar ‘Monique’, not patented. In side-by-side com-
parisons conducted by the Inventor in Miami, Fla., plants of
the new Ficus differed from plants of the cultivar ‘Monique’
in the following characteristics:

1. Fully expanded leaves of plants of the new Ficus were
variable in size and shape whereas fully expanded leaves of
plants of the cultivar ‘Monique’ were uniform 1n size and
shape.

2. Leaves of plants of the new Ficus were variegated
whereas leaves of plants of the cultivar ‘Monique’ were not
variegated.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the
overall appearance of the new Ficus, showing the colors as
true as 1t 1s reasonably possible to obtain 1 colored repro-
ductions of this type. Colors 1n the photographs may ditfer
slightly from the color values cited 1n the detailed botanical
description which accurately describe the colors of the new
Ficus.

The photograph on the first sheet comprises a side per-
spective view of a typical plant of ‘000-G1’ grown under full
sun conditions.

The photograph at the top of the second sheet comprises
a side perspective view of a typical plant of ‘000-G1° grown
under 60 to 90% polypropylene shadecloth.

The photograph at the bottom of the second sheet com-
prises a close-up view of typical leaves of the new Ficus.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The cultivar ‘000-G1° has not been observed under all
possible environmental conditions. The phenotype may vary
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somewhat with variations in environment such as tempera-
ture and light intensity without, however, any variance 1n

genotype.

The atorementioned photographs and following observa-
tions and measurements describe plants of the new Ficus
that were grown 1n an outdoor nursery in Miami, Fla. One
ogroup of plants were grown 1n 35.5-cm containers and under
full sun conditions. Another group of plants were grown 1n
25.5-cm containers and under 60 to 90% polypropylene
shadecloth conditions. During the production of the plants,
day temperatures averaged about 85° F. and night tempera-
tures averaged about 75° F. Plants used for the photographs
and description were about 18 months from planting. Color
references are made to The Royal Horticultural Society
Colour Chart, version 1995, except where general terms of
ordinary dictionary significance are used.

Botanical classification: Ficus benjamina cultivar ‘000-G1°.
Parentage: Naturally-occurring branch mutation of an

unidentified selection of Ficus benjamina, not patented.
Propagation:

Type.—By cuttings.

Time to initiate roots.—Summer: About 14 days at 75°
F. Winter: About 21 to 30 days at 55 to 60° F.

Time to produce a rooted plant.—Summer: About 40 to
45 days at 75° F. Winter: About 45 to 60 days at 55
to 60° F.

Rooft description.—Fibrous and freely-branching.

Plant description:

Appearance.—Plants grown under full sun conditions
were mostly upright. Plants grown under 60 to 90%
shade conditions were upright and outwardly spread-
ing. Freely branching habit give plants a very tully
and dense appearance. Plants resist leaf drop. Appro-
priate for 25.5 to 35.5-cm containers.

Growth rate/vigor.—Vigorous, relatively rapid growth
rate.

Plant height —Plants grown under full sun conditions:
About 160 cm. Plants grown under 60 to 90% shade
conditions: About 140 cm.

Plant widith —Plants grown under full sun conditions:

About 80 cm. Plant grown under 60 to 90% shade
conditions: About 120 cm.

Branching habit, plants grown under full sun and 60 to
90% shade.—Freely branching habit; plants typi-
cally produce one lateral branch at every node; full
and dense plants.

Lateral branches.—Length, lower branches: Plants
orown under full sun conditions: About 80 cm.
Plants grown under 60 to 90% shade conditions:
About 110 cm. Diameter, lower branches: Plants
orown under full sun conditions: About 1.5 cm.
Plants grown under 60 to 90% shade conditions:
About 1 cm. Internode length: Plants grown under
full sun conditions: About 2 cm. Plants grown under
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60 to 90% shade conditions: About 3 cm. Texture,
plants grown under full sun and 60 to 90% shade:
Older branches: Woody, glabrous. Young branches:
Smooth. Lenticels, plants grown under full sun and
60 to 90% shade: Location/arrangement: Prominent
on older, woody branches; horizontally orientated;
about 1 to 3 mm apart. Size: About 5 mm by 1 mm.
Color: Close to 200C to 200D. Color: Immature,

plants grown under full sun and 60 to 90% shade:
Closest to, but darker than 148A. Main branches,

woody: Plants grown under full sun conditions:
Close to 196A. Plants grown under 60 to 90% shade

conditions: Closest to 199B to 199C.

Foliage description, leaves of plants grown under full
sun and 60 to 90% shade are variable in shape and
size.—]_ength: Plants grown under full sun condi-
tions: About 5.4 cm. Plants grown under 60 to 90%
shade conditions: About 1.8 cm. Width: Plants
orown under full sun conditions: About 7.1 cm.
Plants grown under 60 to 90% shade conditions:
About 2.4 c¢cm. Shape, plants grown under full sun
and 60 to 90% shade: Roughly elliptic; apex, elon-
cgated acuminate; base, cuneate; margin, entire and
undulating. Orientation and aspect, plants grown
under full sun and 60 to 90% shade: Slightly concave
and undulating. Texture, plants grown under full sun
and 60 to 90% shade: Mostly smooth, slightly rug-
ose¢; glabrous; thick and leathery. Color, plants
orown under full sun and 60 to 90% shade: Young
leaves, upper surface: Center, irregular in shape and
size, more green than 147A. Surrounding central
arca to margins, closest to 146A; glossy. Young
leaves, lower surface: More green than 146 A; glossy.
Fully expanded leaves, upper surface: Center, 1rregu-
lar 1n shape and size, darker green than 147A.
Surrounding central area to margins, more green
than 146A; glossy. Fully expanded leaves, lower
surface: Between 146A and 147A; glossy. Venation,
upper surface: More green than 146A. Venation,
lower surface: Close to 150D. Petiole, plants grown
under full sun and 60 to 90% shade: Length: About
1.1 cm. Diameter: Less than 1 mm. Strength: Strong,
wiry. Color: 146A.

Flower description: Flower development has not been
observed on plants of the new Ficus grown under com-
mercial production conditions.

Discase/pest resistance: Plants of the new Ficus have not
been observed to be resistant to pathogens or pests
common to Ficus.

Weather tolerance: Plants of the new Ficus have been
observed to be tolerant to wind, rain and temperatures
ranging from 35 to 100° F.

It 1s claimed:

1. A new and distinct cultivar of Ficus plant named
‘000-G1°, as 1llustrated and described.
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