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Sensation’, characterized by 1ts upright plant habit; dark
oreen foliage; freely flowering habit; and pink flower color.
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present Invention relates to a new and distinct culti-
var of Aconitum plant, botanically known as Aconitum

cammarum, and hereinafter referred to by the cultivar name
‘Pink Sensation’.

The new Aconitum 1s a product of a planned breeding
program conducted by the Inventor in Hummelo, The Neth-
erlands. The new Aconitum originated from a cross made by
the Inventor between two unidentified selections of Acori-
fum cammarum, both not patented. The new Aconitum was
selected by the Inventor 1n 1995 1 a controlled environment
from the resultant progeny on the basis of its pink flowers
and short flowering stems.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar by divisions
harvested in Hummelo, The Netherlands, has shown that the
unique features of this new Aconitum are stable and repro-
duced true to type 1n successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Plants of the cultivar ‘Pink Sensation” have not been
observed under all possible environmental conditions. The
phenotype may vary somewhat with variations 1n environ-
ment such as temperature, light mtensity, daylength, 1rriga-
fion amount and frequency, and/or fertilizer rate without,
however, any variance 1 genotype.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘Pink
Sensation’. These characteristics 1n combination distinguish
‘Pink Sensation” as a new and distinct cultivar:

1. Upright plant habat.
2. Dark green foliage.
3. Freely flowering habit.

4. Pk flower color.

Compared to plants of the parent selections, plants of the
new Aconitum are shorter and have a darker pink flower
color.

Plants of the cultivar ‘Pink Sensation’ can be compared to

plants of the Aconitum cammarum cultivar ‘Roseum’, not
patented. Plants of the cultivar ‘Pink Sensation” differ from
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plants of the cultivar ‘Roseum’ 1n the following character-
1stiCs:

1 1. Plants of the new Aconitum are stronger than plants
of the cultivar ‘Roseum’.

1 2. Plants of the new Aconitum are more freely flowering
than plants of the cultivar ‘Roseum’.

1 3. Flower color of plants of the new Aconitum 1s more
pink than flower color of plants of the cultivar ‘Roseum’.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanyimng colored photographs illustrate the
overall appearance of the new Aconitum, showing the colors
as true as 1t 1s reasonably possible to obtain 1n colored
reproductions of this type. Colors in the photographs may
differ slightly from the color values cited 1n the detailed
botanical description which accurately describe the actual
colors of the new Aconitum.

The photograph on the first sheet comprises a side per-
spective view of a typical flowering plant of ‘Pink Sensation’
orown 1n a container.

The photograph at the top of the second sheet 1s a close-up
view of typical flowers of ‘Pink Sensation’.

The photograph at the bottom of the second sheet 1s a
close-up view of a typical leaf and a typical flower of ‘Pink
Sensation’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

In the following description, color references are made to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart except where
ogeneral terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used.
Plants used for the following description were about 12
months old and grown 1 17-cm containers under field
conditions which closely approximate commercial produc-
tion conditions during the spring and summer in Hummelo,

The Netherlands.

Botanical classification: Aconitum cammarum cultivar ‘Pink
Sensation’.

Parentage: Cross pollination of unidentified selections of
Aconitum cammarum, not patented.
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Propagation:

Type cutting.—By divisions.

Rooting time.—Divisions harvested in the spring
develop roots 1n about 1 to 3 months.

Root description.—Tuberous.

Plant description:

Form.—Upright perennial flowering plant with deeply
dissected leaves; geleate flowers arranged on erect
racemes. Appropriate for 17-cm containers. One to
three flowering racemes per plant.

Crop time.—After rooting, about 20 weeks are required
to produce finished flowering plants 1n 17-cm con-

tainers.
Plant height.—About 70 cm.

Plant diameter.—About 277 cm.

Vigor—Moderate to vigorous.

Foliage description.—.eaves simple, generally
symmetrical, deeply dissected, and long-persisting.
Length: About 9 cm. Width: About 12 c¢m. Shape:
Deeply dissected, pedately lobed. Apex: Acute.
Base: Acuminate. Margin: Incised to laciniate. Tex-
ture: Glabrous. Petiole: Length: About 4 cm. Diam-
cter: About 2 mm. Color: Young foliage, upper
surface: 137Ato 137B. Young foliage, lower surface:
138B to 139C. Mature foliage, upper surface: 139A;
veins, 139A to 139A. Mature foliage, lower surface:
138B; veins, 138B. Petiole color: 138B.

Flower description:

Appearance.—Numerous, single galeate, flowers
arranged 1n racemes; zygomorphic. Flowers not per-
sistent.

Quantity of flowers.—¥reely tlowering. During the
flowering season, typically about 75 flowers per
raceme.

Natural flowering season.—Early summer; 1n the Neth-
erlands; flowering continuous.

Fragrance.—Not fragrant.

Flower longevity on the plant.—About 7 to 11 days.

Flower size.— _ength: About 3.5 cm. Width: About 1.6
cm. Depth: About 2 cm.

Flower buds (just before showing color)—ILength:
About 1.4 cm. Diameter: About 9 mm. Shape: Oval
to round. Color: 145A to 145B.

4

Sepals.—Appearance/arrangement: Five per flower,
petaloid; one upper sepal, two lateral sepals and two
lower sepals. Length: Upper sepal: About 2.5 cm.
Lateral and lower sepals: About 2 cm. Width: Upper
sepal: About 1.4 cm. Lateral sepals: About 2 cm.
Lower sepals: About 1.5 cm. Shape: Upper sepal:
Galeate; apex, acuminate; base, cuneate. Lateral
sepals: Obovate to orbicular; apex, obtuse; base,
cuncate. Lower sepals: Elliptic to obovate; apex,
obtuse; base, cuneate. Margin: Entire. Texture:
Smooth; short pubescence. Color: When opening,
upper surface: 142B; margins, 186C to 186D. When
opening, lower surface: 142B to 145A; margins,
186B. Fully opened, upper surface: 62D to 65C;

margins, 65A; color does not fade with development.
Fully opened, lower surface: 62C to 65B; margins,

65 A.

Petals.—Quantity per 1nflorescence: Two. Length:
About 4 mm. Width: About 9 mm. Shape: Linear.
Apex: Acuminate. Base: Cuneate. Margin: Entire.
Texture: Pubescent. Color: Upper surface: 137A.

Lower surface: 137C.

Pedicel— ength: About 1 cm. Angle: Erect to about
80° from vertical. Strength: Strong. Color: 137C.

Peduncle.— ength: About 70 cm. Diameter: About 3
mm. Aspect: Mostly upright. Texture: Very short
hairs, more dense towards apex. Color: 137C to
138A.

Reproductive organs.—Stamens: Quantity: About 32.
Anther length: About 6 mm. Anther color: Base,
white; apex, 186C. Pollen amount: Scarce. Pollen
color: Cream-colored. Pistils: Quantity: Two. Pistil
length: About 2.3 mm. Style length: About 2 mm.
Style color: 186C to 186D. Stigma color: 184A to
184B. Ovary color: 137C to 141A.

Seed description.—_ength: About 1.2 mm. Diameter:
About 0.9 mm. Color: Dark gray, darker than 201 A.

Discase resistance: Plants of the new Aconitum have not
been noted to be resistant to pathogens common to
Aconitum.

It 1s claimed:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Aconitum plant named

‘Pink Sensation’, as 1llustrated and described.
xR % o xR %
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