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(57) ABSTRACT

A new and distinct cultivar of Ilex plant named ‘Theo’,
characterized by 1ts semi-dwarf and upright plant habit; dark
oreen rounded leaves; short lateral branches with short
internodes; freely branching habit; red-colored drupes; tol-
erance to freezing temperatures; and high rooting percent-
age.

2 Drawing Sheets

1
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present Invention relates to a new and distinct culti-
var of Ilex plant, botanically known as Ilex vomitoria, and
hereinafter referred to by the cultivar name ‘Theo’.

The new llex originated from a self-pollination of an
unidentified selection of Ilex vomitoria in 1935. The cultivar
Theo was discovered and selected by the Inventor as a single
plant within a population of 10,000 progeny 1n a controlled
environment 1n Athens, Tex., in 1946. The selection of this
plant was based on 1ts semi-dwarf plant habit, short lateral
branches with short internodes, dark green rounded leaves,
large number of drupes, and tolerance to freezing tempera-
tures 1n comparison to plants of the parent selection.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar by terminal
cuttings taken at Athens, Tex., since 1947/, has shown that
the unique features of this new llex are stable and repro-
duced true to type 1n successive generations of asexual

reproduction.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘Theo’.
These characteristics in combination distinguish ‘Theo” as a
new and distinct cultivar:

1. Semi-dwarf and upright plant habat.
2. Dark green rounded leaves.

3. Short lateral branches with short internodes; densely
foliated.

4. Freely branching habiat.
5. Red-colored drupes.
6. Tolerance to freezing temperatures.

7. Relatively high percentage of successtully rooted cut-
tings.
Plants of the new Ilex can be compared to plants of the
nonpatented Ilex vomitoria cultivar ‘Pride of Houston’. In
side-by-side comparisons conducted by the Inventor in
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Athens, Tex., plants of the new Ilex differed from plants of
the cultivar ‘Pride of Houston’ 1n the following character-
1stiCs:

1. Plants of the new llex are shorter than plants of the
cultivar ‘Pride of Houston’.

2. Plants of the new Ilex have darker green and more
rounded leaves than plants of the cultivar ‘Pride of
Houston’.

3. Plants of the new Ilex have shorter lateral branches and
shorter internodes than plants of the cultivar ‘Pride of
Houston’.

4. Plants of the new llex produce more drupes per plant
than plants of the cultivar ‘Pride of Houston’.

5. Plants of the new llex are more tolerant to freezing
temperatures than plants of the cultivar ‘Pride of Hous-

>

ton”.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the
overall appearance of the new cultivar, showing the colors as
true as it 1s reasonably possible to obtain 1n colored repro-
ductions of this type. Colors 1n the photographs may differ
slightly from the color values cited 1n the detailed botanical
description which accurately describe the actual colors of
the new Ilex.

The photograph on the first sheet comprises a side per-
spective view of a typical plant of ‘Theo’.

The photograph at the top of the second sheet comprises
a close-up view of typical leaves.

The photograph at the bottom of the second sheet com-
prise a close-up view of typical leaves and immature and
mature drupes of ‘Theo’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

Plants of the cultivar ‘Theo’ have not been observed under
all possible environmental conditions. The phenotype may
vary somewhat with variations 1n environment such as
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temperature and light intensity, without, however, any vari-
ance 1 genotype. The following observations, measure-
ments and comparisons describe plants grown 1n San Anto-
n1o and Keller, Tex., under outdoor conditions which closely
approximate commercial production conditions. Plants used
for the descriptions were grown 1n 25-cm containers and
were about three years old.

In the following description, color references are made to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart except where
general terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used.

Botanical classification: Ilex vomitoria cultivar ‘Theo’.

Parentage: Random self-pollinations of an unidentified
selection of Ilex vomiioria.

Propagation:

Type cutting.—lerminal cuttings.

Time to nitiate roots.—Summer: About 56 to 70 days
at 29° C. Winter: About 70 to 140 days at 16° C.

Time to produce a rooted cutting or liner—Summer:
About 140 to 165 days at 29° C. Winter: About 165
to 196 days at 16° C.

Root description.—F1ibrous, freely branching. Rela-
tively high percentage of successfully rooted cut-
tings.

Plant description:

General appearance/growth habit.—Perennial semi-
dwarlf, evergreen shrub; upright, columnar.

Branching habit.—Responds well to pruning; freely
branching, lateral branches potentially developing at

evey node after removal of terminal apex.
Plant height.—About 1.5 m.

Plant width.—About 53 cm.
Lateral branch description.— ength: About 18 cm.
Diameter: About 5 mm. Internode length: About 3

4

mm, very closely spaced. Color: Woody: Close to
197A to 197B. Young: Close to 197B. Texture:

Smooth.

Foliage description.—_caves simple, alternate; gener-
ally symmetrical; abundant, densely foliated.
Length: About 2.6 cm. Width: About 1.7 cm. Shape:
Rounded oblong. Apex: Rounded. Base: Obtuse.
Margin: Crenate. Texture: Leathery, tough, very
durable; glabrous. Color: Young foliage, upper sur-
face: 144A to 137A to 147A. Young foliage, lower
surface: Close to 147B. Fully expanded foliage,
upper surface: 147A. Fully expanded foliage, lower
surface: 147B. Petiole: Length: About 5 mm. Diam-
eter: Less than 1 mm. Color: Close to 144A.

Flower description: Typical of species.

Natural flowering season.—Spring.

Flower arrangement/type.—Male tlowers 1n fascicles;
female flowers typically solitary; 4-merous; corolla
round; petals (both surfaces) white, close to 155D;
flowers persistent.

Reproductive organs.—IlIypical of the species.

Drupes.—Shape: Spherical. Diameter: About 7 mm.
Color: Immature: Close to 144A. Mature: 45A to
46 A.

Low temperature tolerance: Plants of the new llex are
tolerant to freezing temperatures.

Disease resistance: Plants of the new Ilex have demonstrated
oood resistance to pathogens common to Ilex.

It 1s claimed:

1. A new and distinct cultivar of Ilex plant named ‘Theo’,
as 1llustrated and described.
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