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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct variety
of Poinsettia plant, botanically known as EFuphorbia pul-
cherrima Willd., and hereinafter referred to by the name
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The new Poinsettia can be compared to the cultivar ‘490
White’ (disclosed in U.S. Plant Pat. No. 8,772). However, in
side-by-side comparisons conducted by the Inventor in
Rheinberg, Germany, plants of the new Poinsettia have a

; " 5 whiter bract color, are more compact and are more freely
Duemalwi’. branching.

The new Poinsettia 1s a product of a planned breeding
program conducted by the Inventor in Rheinberg, Germany. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH
Th? ob) <—z:ct1ve of the breeding Progratii wa> to develop new The accompanying colored photograph illustrates the
Poinsettias that are freely branching; flower early; have 10 : - :

_ | overall appearance of the new Poinsettia, showing the colors
desirable ﬂ(?wer bract‘and leat colors; and have excellent as true as it is reasonably possible to obtain in a colored
postproduction longevity. reproduction of this type. The photograph comprises a top

The new cultivar originated from a cross made by the perspective view of a typical plant of ‘Duemalwi’ that was
Inventor of the proprietary Poinsettia selection identified as . pinched and grown 1 a 15-cm container. Bract and leaf
code number F1 as the male or pollen parent with a colors 1 the photograph may appear different from the
proprietary Poinsettia selection identified as code number actual colors due to light reflectance.

M101 as the female or seed parent. ‘Duemalw1’ was dis-
covered and selected in 1995 by the Inventor as a single DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION
Hlowering plan.t within tl}e prost iy of the stated cross in a Plants of ‘Duemalwi’ have not been observed under all
controlled environment in Rheinberg, Germany. . . g

_ _ _ _ possible environmental conditions. The phenotype may vary

P%se}{ual‘ reproductlt?n of the new Poinsettia by terminal comewhat with variations in environment such as
cuttings taken at Rheinberg, Germany, has shown that the temperature, daylength and light intensity, without,
unique features of this new Poinsettia are stable and repro- however, any variance in genotype. The following observa-
duced true to type 1n successive generations of asexual 25 tions and measurements describe plants grown in Rheinberg,
reproduction. Germany, under commercial practice 1n a glass-covered

ogreenhouse with day temperatures about 22° C., night tem-
BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION peratures about 18° C. and light levels about 30,000 to
40,000 lux. Plants were grown 1n 15-cm pots, pinched one

The tollowing traits have been repeatedly observed and 30 tjme, and flowered under long nyctoperiods.

are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘Due- : .
g . L o In the following description, color references are made to
malwi’. These characteristics 1n combination distinguish : :
; . . . The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart except where
Duemalwi’ as a new and distinct variety: - o _
general terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used.
1. Light yellow flower bracts.
: : 35
2. Flower bracts held horizontal to stem axis. Botanical classification: Fuphorbia pulcherrima Willd.
3. Very dark green foliage. ‘Duemalwr’.
: ) . Parentage:

4. Freely branching 1.)1&11‘# hablt" Male, or pollen, parent.—Proprictary selection of

5. Good postproduction longevity. .0 Fuphorbia pulcherrima Willd. identified as code

In side-by-side comparisons conducted by the Inventor in number F1.

Rheinberg, Germany, plants of the new Poinsettia are less Female, or seed, parent—Proprietary selection of
vigorous than the red-bract plants of the male parent, selec- Euphorbia pulcherrima Willd. 1dentified as code
tion number F1. Compared to plants of the red-bract female number M101.

parent, selection M101, the new Poinsettia 1s taller and has . Propagation:

darker green leaves.

Type cuiting.—Terminal cuttings.
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Time to initiate roots.—Summer: About 10 days at 22°
C. Winter: About 12 days at 22° C.

Time to develop roots.—Summer: About 21 days at 22°
C. Winter: About 28 days at 22° C.

Rooting habit—Thick, freely branching.

Plant description:

Plant form.—Inverted triangle, top of plant rounded to
flat.

Growth habit —Freely branching and upright. Branch-
ing 1s enhanced by removing the shoot apex. Mod-
erate growth rate and vigorous. Suitable for 6 to
16-cm containers.

Plant height —About 23.5 cm.

Crop time.—From rooted cuttings to a flowering plant
in a 15-cm container, about 12 weeks are required.

Foliage description.—Quanfity of leaves: About 83 per
flowering plant. Length: About 8.5 cm. Width: About
6.2 cm. Shape: Roughly ovate, deltoid. Apex: Api-
culate. Base: Acute. Margin: Enfire. Texture:
Velvety, glabrous. Color: Young foliage, upper sur-
face: 139A. Young foliage, lower surface: 139B.
Mature foliage, upper surface: 139A. Mature foliage,
lower surface: 139B. Venation, upper surface: 143B.
Venation, lower surface: 143B. Petiole: Length:
About 5.5 cm. Color: 143B.

Intlorescence description:

Inflorescence type and habit.—Intlorescences are com-
pound corymbs of cyathia with colored tflower bracts
subtending the cyathia.

Natural flowering season.—Autumn/winter in North-
ern Hemisphere. Flower 1nifiation and development
can be induced under long nyctoperiod conditions.

Time to flower—About 9 weeks under long nyctope-
riod conditions.

4

Quantity of inflorescences.—One per lateral branch,
usually about six per plant.

Inflorescence size—Diameter: About 20 cm. Height
(depth): About 2 cm.

Flower bracts.—Orientation: Mostly horizontal. Quan-
tity of flower bracts per inflorescence: About 21 per
inflorescence. Length: About 8.5 cm. Width: About
4.8 cm. Shape: Mostly ovate, occasionally lobed.
Apex: Apiculate. Margin: Entire. Base: Obtuse. Tex-

ture: Smooth, satiny. Color: Mature, upper surface:
4B, 4C, 4D. Mature, lower surface: 4B.

Cyathia—Quantity: Usually about ten per corymb.
Diameter of cyathia cluster: About 1.75 cm. Length:
About 9 mm. Width: About 3 mm. Color: Immature:
134A. Mature: 134B. Peduncle: Length: About 1.75
cm. Aspect: Erect. Color: 151A. Stamens: Stamen
number: About 10 per cyathium. Anther size: About
1 mm. Anther shape: Rounded. Anther color: 153A.
Pollen color: 10B. Pistils: Pistil number: Typically
one per cyathium. Stigma shape: Trilobate. Stigma
color: 10A. Style length: About 2.5 mm. Style color:
10A. Ovary number: Three. Nectaries: Usually one
and sometimes two per cyathium.
Discase resistance: No fungal, bacterial nor viral problems
observed on plants grown under commercial conditions.
Postproduction longevity: Generally plants maintain good
substance and bract color for about four weeks under
interior conditions.
It 1s claimed:

1. A new and distinct variety of Poinsettia plant named
‘Duemalwi’, as illustrated and described.
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