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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A new and distinct cultivar of Ficus benjamina called
‘Lauren’s Delight” characterized by a distinct variegated
foliage that displays irregular cream-colored margins and
two shades of green, occurring 1in asymmetric shapes and
sizes, 1n the central area of the leaf. Slight differences 1n leat
shape and variegation pattern between leaves add to the
visual appearance of the plant. The plant 1s also character-
1zed by small leaves averaging approximately 4.5 cm 1n
length and 1.5 cm 1n width. A freely branching growth habat
orves the plant a full and compact appearance.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying color photographs show typical speci-
mens of the plant and leaves of the new variety.

FIG. 1 1s a color photograph of the present Ficus plant in
a 12 cm pot; and

FIG. 2 1s a color photograph of a single stem of the present
Ficus plant showing leaf shape and coloration.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW
VARIETY

The present invention relates to a new distinct cultivar of
a Ficus benjamina plant. All color references are based on
The R.H.S. Colour Chart, 1996, by The Royal Horticultural
Society, London, England. All Colors are approximate since
color varies with horticultural practices, such as light level
and fertilization rate. This Cultivar originated and was
asexually propagated i1n the Inventor’s Nursery in
Tommerup, Denmark.

Parentage: a cultivar of Ficus benjamina. In 1988 the
Inventor discovered a small leaved mutation 1n a Ficus
benjamina ‘Exotica’ plant 1 his nursery. This mutation

was developed through cuttings into a Ficus plant called
‘NATASCHA’ (not patented in the US). ‘NATASHA’ was
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ogrown 1n the Inventor’s Nursery in Tommerup, Denmark,
where he discovered a single predominately white leaved
mutation among the plants 1n the cultivated area of the
nursery. This mutation was tissue cultured and the tissue
cultured plants were radiated to obtain new mutations
which were test grown and selected over a period of
several years. A new and distinct cultivar of Ficus ben-
jamina called ‘Lauren’s Delight’ originated as single
plant. ‘Lauren’s Delight’ 1s asexually propagated by tip
and joint cuttings rooted under mist propagation.

Leaf color: The Surface of the leaves displayed three basic
colors. The Cream-colored outer edge of the leaves 1s
R.H.S. 157A. This edge extends around the entire leaf
blade and 1s visible on both the top and bottom of the leaf
surfaces. The width of the cream-colored margin 1s vari-
able and 1 a few leaves it extends in as far as the leaf
midrib. The central portion of the leal consists of two
different colors of green. The darker green area 1s R.H.S.
147A and the lighter green arca 1s R.H.S. 189A. Both
oreen colors occur 1n patches of 1rregular size and shape
that are adjacent to each other and give an overall mottled

cifect. In most leaves, the darker green patches cover
more of the leaf surface than the lighter areas, although 1n
a few leaves, the opposite 1s true. When looking at the
whole plant, differences 1n individual leaf coloration are
not significant compared to the overall pleasing effect of
the tricolored leaves. The underside or bottom of the
leaves displays three basic colors. The outer edge 1s again
a cream, R.H.S. 157A, and generally mirrors the pattern
seen on the upper leaf surface. There are also non-uniform
areas of green 1n two shades on the underside of the leaf.
The darker areas are R.H.S. 147A and the lighter areas are
R.H.S. 147B. In contrast to the cream-colored areas, the
oreen areas on the underside of the leaves do not corre-
spond to the same green colors on the surface.

Leaf size and shape: Leal measurements were taken of
typical leaves and average leaf width 1s 1.5x0.4 cm and
average leaf length 1s 4.5+£0.8 cm. Average length to width
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ratio of leaves 1s 3.0+£0.5. The general overall leaf shape
1s lanceolate. Leal margins are entfire, leaf tips are acumi-
nate and leaf bases are obtuse. There 1s, however, some
variation 1n leaf shape but the majority of leaves conform
to this overall leaf shape.

Petiole: The Petiole color 1s R.H.S. 144 A and the Petiole

length averages 1+0.2 cm.

Stem: The Stem color 1s R.H.S. 199B/C. The plant branches
freely, producing up to 18 or more lateral offshoots per 30
cm length of main stem. Each lateral shoot also develops
secondary shoots as 1t matures. In a 13 cm standard pot,
alter approximately 24 weeks of growth under appropriate
conditions beginning with tip and joint cuttings, rooted
under mist propagation ‘Lauren’s Delight’ reaches
approximately 23 c¢cm 1n height from the solid surface to
the apical growing point and 23 cm 1n width. The ultimate

4

size of ‘Lauren’s Delight’ if planted 1n a larger container

and grown under appropriate conditions 1s not known.
Flowers and fruit: To date, flowering and fruiting have not

been observed 1n ‘Lauren’s Delight’. Flowering and Fruit-
ing are expected to be similar to Ficus benjamina which
would not occur until approximately ten years after initial
creation of the plant.

I claim:

1. A new and distinct cultivar of Ficus plant called
‘Lauren’s Delight’, substantially as herein illustrated and
described, characterized by variegated foliage of irregular
cream-colored margins and two shades of green occurring in
asymmetric shapes and sizes in the central area of the leaf
blade and having slight differences in leaf shape and varie-

gation pattern.
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