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BACKGROUND OF THE PLANT

This new poinsettia cultivar, ‘702°, originated as an
induced self-branching sport of a seedling known as “K-06"
(not patented) in my greenhouse in Encinitas, Calif. It was
selected because of its dark red flower bracts, dark green
foliage, self branching characteristics, and mid-season flow-
ering response; traits that distinguish 1t from other poinsettia
cultivars, and seem to make 1t a desirable plant for com-
mercial greenhouse production. After selection, <702° was
vegetatively reproduced from stem cuttings for test purposes
in Encinitas, Calif. “K-06" 1s a proprietary plant and there
are no specimens in the public domain. Poinsettia “K-06" 1s
not self-branching 1n that no axillary branches develop as
long as the apical bud is not removed (pinched). ‘702’ is
self-branching in that during development axillary branches
clongate without removal of the apical bud. If under short
day conditions, the axillary branches will develop inflores-
cences. Poinsettia “702° most closely resembles poinsettia
7257 (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 9,951), but differs in these aspects:
“702° has darker red bracts, darker green foliage, more
flower bracts and cyathia and a more open center to the bract
presentation than ‘725 under the same cultural conditions.
By subjecting clones of this plant to successive generations
of vegetative propagation, 1t was demonstrated that the
distinctive characteristics of *702” held true from generation
to generation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

Pomsettia “702° 1s illustrated 1n the accompanying color
photographs.

The upper photograph 1s a side view of a branched plant.

The lower photograph 1s a top view of the same ‘702’
plant showing flower and bract formation.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANT

The following 1s a detailed description of this new poin-
settia as observed in Encinitas, Calif., USA during Decem-
ber 1996. Observations were recorded from flowering
plants, grown as one branched plant per pot. The pot was 14

cm 1n diameter and 11 cm 1n height. Color designations are
compared to the 1986 edition of R.H.S. Colour Chart, first
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published 1n 1966 by The Royal Horticultural Society,
London, England.

THE PLANT

The following chart summarizes some of the differences

between Poinsettia 702 and the plant 1t most closely
resembles, Poinsettia ‘725’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 9,951) under
the same cultural conditions.

Plant 702’ 7257

No. of Bracts 2224 16—18

Bract color RHS 46A-B RHS 45A-B

No. of cyathia 2022 8-10

Bract margins Entire Sometimes lobed
Bract petioles length 4-5 cm 2-3 cm

Origin: Sport of a seedling. The sport was induced by
application of the procedures set forth mn U.S. Pat. No.
4,724,276 to the seedling parent plant. Rootstock used
was ‘Angelika’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 5,492).
Classification:
Botanical —Fuphorbia pulcherrima Willd.
Common name.—Poinsettia.
Cultivar name.—"702’.

Form: Shrub.

Height: Short — medium.

Growth habit: As a single stemmed plant, upright and
vigorous with self-branching side shoots. The application
of a chemical growth retardant may be needed to restrict
height for commercial pot plant production. I observed a
branched plant 1n a pot with an overall height of 41 cm
and an overall width of 51 cm. The diameter of individual
inflorescences 1s 26 cm.

Branching: Axillary branches will develop and terminate 1n
an 1nflorescence without pinching. However, 1t 1s usually
desirable to pinch 702" before flower induction and
remove all terminal dominance. Then, all axillary
branches will develop uniformly and at a faster rate.

Growth rate: Rooting of stem cutting occurs 1in 12—-18 days
under intermittent mist. The plant will flower 1n about
nine weeks under continuous long night conditions and
night temperatures of about 16—-18° C.
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Foliage: The foliage 1s clean and uniformly dark green from
bottom to top of the plant. The leaves are of medium size,
leaf blades typically 13—15 cm long and 8—9 cm wide with
leat petioles 6 cm long and deep red. The upper leat
surface 1s glabrous and the under surface 1s finely pubes-
cent.

Leaf shape.—Typical leaves are generally ovate with
obtuse to acute bases and acuminate tips. Leal mar-
ons are mostly entire but some with 1 or 2 inden-
tations on each side of the leaf blade.

Color.—Upper side — Dark green, darker than R.H.S.
147A. Under side — Green, R.H.S. 147A-B.

Retention.—The foliage lasts extremely well even
under low light intensities in the consumers home.

Bracts: Generally there are 2224 dark red bracts of various
sizes subtending the cyathia. The primary bracts have
blades typically 11 cm long and 6—7 cm wide with
petioles 4-5 cm long.

Shape.—Primary bracts are ovate with acute bases and
acuminate tips. Primary bract margins are entire.
Secondary bracts are of various sizes, obovate to

broadly elliptical, and have entire margins.
Color.—Upper side — Dark red, R.H.S. 46 A—B. Under

side — Red, R.H.S. 53B-C.

4

Flowers: Generally, 20-22 cyathia (flowers) per inflores-
cence are present when the plant i1s 1n full bloom. Each
cyathium 1s about 7 mm long and 6 mm wide, green 1n
color, and fringed with red at the distal end. A small
yellow nectar cup tinged orange, protrudes from the side
of each cyathium. The flower pedicel 1s also green and
about 4 mm 1n length. The stamens protruding from the
cyathia are dark red. The anthers are bifurcate; the pollen
1s yellow and copious. The stigmas are dark red and
trifurcate.

Nectar exudate.—Very little.
Seeds.—Self-incompatible.
Fertility.—Not observed.

Post production: Poinsettia ‘702’ 1s resistant to epinasty after
bemng confined to shipping containers and retains its
leaves and flower bracts for several weeks 1n the consum-
er’s home environment.

Discase resistance: Typical of the species.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A new and distinct Poinsettia plant, substantially as
herein shown and described, distinguished by its dark red

flower bracts, dark green foliage, self-branching character-

1stics and mid-season flowering response.
o e o o e



U.S. Patent

..II

|
":":'IIHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHE
A AN

S

A

"?d'.'!.:

A & F

I S S A t#kkk####}.k}.#}.#kk#t.rkbl an
B e iy e A
I T T Sl S S e e e e i S S i)
e T e T T A
e e a  a a a a  a
nn“aaaan:nnnannna A T e e e e T T T e

CNEE )
o e d A
Nl

XN N X E R E WX
e

X X XN ;

e R n" ..n"n”u”n“u”n”nﬂnxuxnﬂn"
x XX g o g g P M e P 8

o

R A

RN X A X A

naaaﬂxnn”xnx“xna

o

" n”..“a“a“n

o

A n"a"a"n“n"n"n"a"ua
KRR

- . l“l"ll ”H”H”ﬂ”ﬂ“ﬂ“ﬂ“ﬂ”l Il"l“l“l“l“l“lﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂ
Ill Il! Hﬂ”ﬂ!ﬂ”ﬂ”ﬂ”ﬂ“ﬂ E lll l"H"l"l"ﬂ"ﬂ“ﬂ“ﬂ”ﬂ“ﬂ”ﬂ"ﬂ"ﬂ"l"
| E EEERRKRK X .
| E R JE I i X
L ERRERIREX MM
A KN KEEXTREIRETR N
| WA A A KX N EE R X ENR W A A
ll IEHHHH .HHHHHHHHH.HHHII HHIIIIIIIIIII H-_.HIHHHIF
I ] L
ll WX XN NXLEXRER EE E X X XN x
ll N N KR KR XX XK & & B
E N E K EE X XX EX M X
x oA N N NN M ] EE X N X KX N N
lllﬂlllll ll?ﬂu..!”ﬂ“ﬂ“l”ﬂ”ﬁﬂ T l"l"l”ﬂ“l“ﬂ"l"!ﬂ!”l
- Illlllll A xRN XX Hllllﬂﬂﬂlﬂllﬂﬂunﬂ!ﬂ!
M XN JE AN R
L]
Hﬂ“ﬂ"ﬂ“ﬂ“ﬂ!ﬂlﬂ
HI EER
]
K

Mo R R R ERERRE R
v“H.HIﬂlllllﬂﬂllllﬂﬂlﬂllﬂllﬂl

C o R R
- HHHH“H“HHIHIIIHIIIIIH KRR
XN M NN XN EX R T

L
l“l“ﬁ“ﬂ”ﬂ”ﬂ”ﬂ”ﬂ”ﬂ“ﬂ"ﬂ"ﬂ L H“:.
ll!ﬂﬂ!!ﬂﬂ!ﬂ!ﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂl

RAXEXLEXX N
e ot A
H.IHHHHHHH.HHHJ

-
A a2 b &2 bk & b &

-
b & a
-

a = = a2 a =
m b b b & b a & a b &b a s a b s a s b s s s s s m s aadkoaa

A = = =
4 & & & 4 &4 8 & 4 & 4 a4 & A A & A A A S

- - a a =
d a2 & b bk & 2 &2 b a2 & s h aaadkoa

. . MR ER
! EERERERTE
T " e
- - EREXRERERNENRERN | ] P B R I R N R I I I R T R R N R R Y
2 . ZXR XEXRRERERER x_x o N )
- e e R A N R N N N
L ERERERRERERRERERR
. . B o R T R
c K L e i
! ! EEE XXX XXX
X ER X R XXX
et " A e xR
. . S
T T XXX XN
. . )
LT ZXEXR XL ER
O
o x
. . L
LT T XX R EX X E XX x
. . R R XX R KRR
i,
o R R
! "' xR a e
. XRERERETR
. X e E R R
! R R ERER
. X R R R R
! ERER X ERERE
. e
! EXRRERXER
' R R R R
2 XX R RERER
s s
e XX EE R 2 XX R R R
. . e X mE R R R R R R
X xR R R XX R RERXRE
. R R XX R R R
! R R EREXRRR 2 XX R TR RN
. R R R R R R R R
! AR ERXXRX XXX XRRXR
. . R R R R R R KR
X ERE X XERRE X 2 XX RN !
T . v . ! "n“annnunnnl"a“a A A A ” !
T A REREXRXR ; !
. . X E R ERRERER .
e X RER X XERRER '
ER AR R R .
E R EZEXR IR '
. . R R R R .
LT R ERERREXRX .
. . R R R R R .
EERERXRRER
ST ERRERERRERER " .
LT ER R R ]
St X ERRERERRERER L .
.. ... n"a"a"a"a“a“n“n“a"xnaa:a e a__.a"__.“n .
L EERREERREREXKERR "R R
! X ERRERERETERXRXX xR R R R
. . R ERRERERREREEZXRERR R
a ! REERXTEEEXRRER X ERER
. R R R R R R R R R " K EER
ZXXIRERXTEIERXERRX X R xR R
EERERRERERREERTRERMR R E R R
RERREREXXREEXRERR X ERER
. . EREREERRERERERERRERR v E R R R
EEXRXERRTRXRER EEEE X
. R R R R R K R “RE R "
ERERREERREXX XN EER "
. ERRERERRRERZTREXN ER R x x
! E R R R X XRE RN " 'E x
. EREREERERRERR X " x e r - .
! ERERREREERZXXRN i
. . R R R L
ERIEXRXERR xR XN E NN
EERRERERRERER R R X AR
P X X R xR R e X X
. . ERERRERERERR E R R R RN R
LT EXEREXRERRX XREREEXEXXX
. . e i »
LT ERERERREER X ERERE XXX
LT RERXEERRERERR ERERERXX XN .
! EEREXRERRR R x " XX XX
. . X ERRERERER " x X X XN
L . EERRERERRR Ex X x X
. R R R R R o x
. EERRERERR EEXERERX XX
LT ..... T e e
. R R R R K KR KX x
LT X i o
. . o R S
. XA ER R ERT i |
T i X R RV o x
. o o B X W
L T T o
. . i
. X XN L
. . A A
' XX R
. x X I ]
... - ... 1. '“l“-“'“l
. . . T TR RER : . k
ottt e e e e A R A A A A A
P e e e g gy P AL AL 0 . 0
. i
R R R R A AN MM AN
. . L i e
. . . R R R R R R KA K AN
. LT EEXRERERXEERXNA
. . R R R R R A A
. T R ERERERRERERERN
LT T N N N
T T I R E R R R EE R E R EE R XA
. . [ w xR R R R R R E R R R R R R R K A A
. . A X e e R TR IR R R E R EER R RN N KA x
. . EX R XWX ERREERERRERRRN XM A
LT aHu"anan"lanaa:aa"a":“a"a" "a"a":"a“xmrﬂnﬂx” v...Haaa"a"a":“a”a“an ALK R ' o .
. "_r EE R R R RER RN KA E R RN ER TR ) T ' !
L L ] FEEFEEERER XA XXAXREREREEX XX XA AR WX ) . .

/! J E x.
llﬂ .HHHHHHHF H!PHHHHHHHIHHHH I.u.
]
A

l"lHl"l"l"E”H“HHH”H“H"H"I"H"I"H“H“ -
EEREXALAAXLXTEENERRESZE
lHlI-_.Hlﬁxﬂunﬂﬂﬂlllﬂlllﬂlﬂlﬂﬂl

X
s
®EX NN NN XN MR XX N

o
i

E J
el "l"l”ﬁ“ﬂ”ﬂ“ﬂ”ﬂ“l"l“l"l"l“ﬂ! | Il"l"l“l“..-.””!”HH..ﬂHH”H”H“H"H”HHH”HHH“H”H”HH!HHHFF
EXETREANLXEREREERER ERX X HHH!HHHHHHHHHHHHH!IIH Hlﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂlllﬂlﬂ HHH!
A N KN KK ll xXEXEXEXERESXEXR F
KM A ERXERERKRERTHNK.IN o
HHHFHHHH Hu__ llllﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂﬂﬂlllllﬂlﬂ Hlﬂv

”.!HHHHHHHHHHIHHT-
LA A XX XEXEXEEXREXSE =
L A HHﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂllllllﬂlﬂﬂlﬂlﬂvf-

£ A FH?HPEHH?HHHH

", ””n”xnn”x”xnxnxunnxnanxﬂ.. . o
oo o o o o o o e el e x !
o A N ] - :
A i ) EE . .
pg i i ] .
R A A A AW R A N A e R . . .
R A A A A e e e " P
e A A AL A AL A e A A ' .
i "
A A A A A E R .
P i " .
i r .
i
A . ..
R AR R R A A A A A R A A RN - .
EXEEXRXXRXXANXEXXXLXXX A . .
e e
EEE X XXX NN AN . .
i -

lIIlIIlﬂlﬂlﬂlllﬂlﬂlllllﬂlﬂxﬂﬂ E

ky i . .
- xu”uﬂnwxwuunuunnr.__:........ P . .
. g e e .. .. ;

b
rror -




	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims
	Drawings

