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The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Osteospermum plant, botanically known as Osfeosper-
mum eklonts and referred to by the cultivar name ‘Mira’.

The new cultivar 1s a product of a planned breeding

program conducted by the imnventor in Gensingen, Germany.
The objective of the breeding program was to create new
compact Osteospermum cultivars with early and continuous
flowering.

The new cultivar originated from a cross made by the

inventor of the commercial Osteospermum ecklonis cultivar
‘Sunny Lady’ (disclosed in U.S. Plant Pat. No. 10,353) as

the female, or seed, parent and the mventor’s proprietary
selection of Osteospermum ecklonis, code No. 5255 as the
male, or pollen, parent, The new Osteospermum was
selected by the inventor from the progeny of this cross in a
controlled environment 1n Gensingen, Germany, during the
summer of 1993.

In side-by-side comparisons 1n Gensingen, Germany,
under commercial practice, plants of the new Osteospermum

are different from plants of the female parent, the cultivar
‘Sunny Lady’, 1n the following characteristics:

1. Leaves of plants of the new Osteospermum are smaller
and more rounded than leaves of plants of the cultivar
‘Sunny Lady’.

2. Plants of the new Osteospermum flower earlier than
plants of the cultivar ‘Sunny Lady’.

3. Ray florets of plants of the new Osteospermum exhibit
more noticeable longitudinal striping than plants of the
cultivar ‘Sunny Lady’.

Plants of the new Osteospermum differ from plants of the
male parent, the proprietary selection code No. 5255, 1n ray
floret color and leaf shape.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar by terminal
cuttings taken at Gensingen, Germany, has shown that the
unique features of this new Osteospermum are stable and
reproduced true to type 1n successive generations.

The following traits have been repeatedly observbed and
are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘Mira’.
These characteristics in combination distinguish ‘Mira’ as
new and distinct cultivar:

1. Compact, upright and outwardly spreading growth
habit with dense foliage and erect flower stems.

2. Moderate to vigorous growth rate.

3. Intense purple ray florets with darker purple stripes and
dark violet blue disc florets.
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4. Numerous 1nfloresces per plant. Plants flower continu-
ously.

5. Good garden performance.

The cultivar ‘Mira’ has not been observed under all
possible environmental conditions. The phenotype may vary
somewhat with variations in environment such as tempera-
ture, daylength and light intensity, without, however, any
varlance 1n genotype.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the
overall appearance of the new cultivar, showing the colors as
true as 1t 1s erasonably possible to obtain 1n colored repro-
ductions of this type.

The photograph at the top of the sheet comprises a top
perspective view of a typical flowering plant of ‘Mira’.

The photograph at the bottom of the sheet 1s a close-up
view of a typical inflorescence of ‘Mira’. Foliage and floret
colors 1n the photographs may appear different from the
actual colors due to light reflectance.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

In the following description, color references are made to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart except where
cgeneral terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used.
The following observations and measurements describe
plants grown outdoors 1n containers during the spring and
summer 1n Encinitas, Calif. Measurements and numerical
values represent averages for typical flowering plants.

Botanical Classification: Osteospermum ecklonis cultivar
‘Mira’.
Parentage:

Female, or seed, parent.—Osteospermum ecklonis cul-
tivar ‘Sunny Lady’ (disclosed in U.S. Plant Pat. No.
10,353).

Male, or pollen, parent.—Proprietary selection of
Osteospermum ecklonis, code No. 5255.

Propagation:
1Type.—By terminal cuttings and by tissue culture.
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Time to initiate roots.—Summer: About 15 days at 22°
C. Winter: About 21 days at 22° C.

Ilime to develop roots (time requirved fo produce a
rooted cutting).—Summer: About 21 days at 22° C.
Winter: About 25 days at 22° C.

Rooting habit.—Thick, fibrous and somewhat
branched.

Plant description:

Appearance.—Perennial herbaceous container and gar-
den plant. Upright and outwardly spreading growth
habit. Dense foliage and erect flower stems. Freely
branching and growth rate 1s moderate to vigorous.

Plant height.—About 35 cm.

Plant spread. —About 80 cm.

Stem description.—Diameter: About 4 mm. Strength:
Strong, flexible. Color: Upper surface: 183B. Lower
surface: 144B.

Foliage description.— _eaves alternate, single. Length,
fully expanded leaves: About 7 cm. Width, fully
expanded leaves: About 2.5 cm. Shape:
Oblanceolate/spatulate. Apex: Acuminate. Base:
Attenuate, sessile. Margin: Young leaves, mostly
entire; mature leaves, widely-spaced teeth, ciliate.
Aspect: Flat to recurved. Texture: Leathery with very
fine pubescence on both surfaces, sticky. Fragrance:
Strongly fragrant, typical of species. Color: Young
foliage, upper surface: 147A. Young foliage, under
surface: 147B. Fully expanded foliage, upper sur-
face: 147A. Fully expanded foliage, under surface:
147B. Attenuated leaf base: 144A/147B. Venation,
upper surface: 144A/147B. Venation, under surface:
147C.

Intlorescence description:

Appearance.—Daisy-type composite 1inflorescence
from. Inflorescences borne on terminals above
foliage, arising from leaf axils. Disc and ray florets
arranged acropetally on a capitulum. One inflores-
cence per Howering stem. Inflorescences are long-
lasting on the plant lasting about 10 to 14 days.
Inflorescences persistent.

Flowering response.—Plants flower continuously from
April to October 1n the Northern Hemisphere.
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Fragrance.—Slight, typical of species.

Inflorescence size.—Diameter: About 6 cm. Depth
(height): About 1.5 cm. Diameter of disc: About 1
cm.

Opening inflorescences.— .ength: About 1.5 cm.
Width: About 1 cm. Shape: Pointed, ovoid. Color:
144A.

Ray florets.— _ength: About 3 cm. Width: About 8 mm.
Shape: Oblanceolate/oblong. Apex: Tri-dentate.
Margin: Entire. Texture: Velvety, smooth. Number of
ray florets per inflorescence: About 20. Color: When
opening: 78A. Mature, upper surface: 80B with
darker, 80A, longitudinal stripes. Floret color may
fade to lighter purple with subsequent development.
Mature, under surface: 79D with darker, 79A, lon-
oitudinal stripes.

Disc florets.— _ength: About 7.5 mm. Width: About 1
mm at base, flaring to about 2 mm at apex. Shape:
Tubular, funnel-shaped, fluted at apex. Number of

disc florets per inflorescence: Numerous. Color:
Darker than 93A.

Peduncle.— ength: About 10 cm. Diameter: About 2
mm. Aspect: Strong and wiry, inflorescences held
erect above foliage. Texture: Very fine pubescence.
Color: 144 A to purple at distal end.

Sepals.—Appressed to ray florets. Shape: Narrowly
linear with pointed apex. Quantity: About 16 per
inflorescence. Texture: Very fine short hairs. Color:
144A.

Reproductive organs.—Adroecium: Present on disc flo-
rets only. Anthers: One per disc floret, 5-parted.
Pollen: Golden yellow, moderate. Gynoecium:
Present on ray disc florets. Stigma: Bipartite. Style:
Purple. Ovary: Inferior, green 1n color.

Disease resistance: No known Osteospermum diseases
observed to date on plants grown under commercial
production.

Seed production: Seed production has not been observed.
It 1s claimed:

1. A new and distinct cultivar of Osteospermum plant

named ‘Mira’, as illustrated and described.
xR % o xR %



a
1
4
1
1
4
4
1
'
4
L ]
[
1
a
4

.xnnnn x“v_”xﬂ
.xxxxx.x.r.r.rv.
r

X,
HHHHPF‘HHH

E NN
Al
-

X,
?E:H
FHFHH"HHHH?EH

L e
-]
r-r-x:a
I
.
rxxxxrx"a
i
X
o

HH:I .
x
»

HHHHF‘HHH

-
-
o |

Hxx
XX
xnxxx
A
)
g x”xx i
PRI A
A

)

o a a
o

M

o
i
o

i A A
w0

2l
i)
i)

xnxx
E i
X .r.nx
o i i

3
X
RN

)
)

x
Y
]
2 J

H
Ml
FY

HH!HHHHHHHHHHHH!.HHHI.HHHH !v.ﬂv.!!!!ﬂxlﬂlﬂ .
o, o A M HHI X,

X
A

X
ililil'?!il'i!:il'
i

X

X
e

X

i

HHHHHH?{?‘P

e 2 P e
S L
i

o ...
NN , i i ol iyl ]
A, . X

A
£
F
A
F
]

EE N N N
-

)

EY
F

”'Il
H

F
E |
.
£

r.
o - ;
i x”x “Jx”n”ruv_ﬂrxx”
PR A
M T B !

X
X
XX
]
X
Pl
o
P
xr.xum

E
b ]

?!‘IF!

o )

FY
EY
Y
o
EY

o
P
H
N
F N
A
I
2
Ml
l_ A
E
-]
-]

. ;
A
i
Koo o
o, .I.EHHH
J L
A
R
x !”H”H
F

™.
b ]
.

E e i i i R )

£
)
o

-]
i)
2l
)
N
2
|
)
)
)

>
)

A M A A

)
M
)

.

]
l"ll'
>
b

E
!
4

FY
lel
A X
HHHH
A N
MM N
k]
HHHH
M X

R
e
i |
i
o
o

EY
EY

i
i

F AN

i)
i)
-]
e
)

A

AL N N RN rrﬂr
A A AKX
o A .xwxr.
i

»

EY
o

N
L
L P

HHHHHHHHHHHF‘HH-IHHHHH

. I"HHHHH"HHH’ e o MM A AN

M

]
FH?‘HHRHHHHH
st o A N M N M A

X
x
A

HlHHIHHHHHIHHFFFFHFHEHHFFF
]

FAE N N W

o o 0
i

P,
o,
F
P,
)

)
H
W
Ml
Ml
H
)

|
v”p

X
X gy

; N ; X
2 AN r.xrﬂx”x”xux” o Mo M s
K ;

e

o

!

i
*
A )
o o

M o o o o A A A A N A
F
£

Y]
Y
)
x
:l'x:;l':l':l'
i)
]
EY)

XN
o
), ¥
i

i)
m_a
)
i)
)
|

E

A
o o o e o

A
A
L

)
2
2
)
X
2w
)
-]
)
)
)
-]
|
)

LA,

.x

o

A

[ AL M AN L.

R P ; ; o i XA R

P PP PR AN ; i e
; ; U

o . . ! i

A AN "

g

F
o,
-
EY
F
.

e
N
H
]
oA
M
™

F I, |

b ]
H
H

FA N N

-5
2
i
L
2
2
-5

2

o A MK

oo
)

M

X

¥ x”rnn A
A
R R
L
i
R
onHn
R
X a X
]

!
|

A M M oM N
]

H
IHHHH”HHHHFHH
E
E
E
H

»
EY
k.
.
-
F
o,
.

)
£
i
)
F
Ao M xRN N XA

-
L,
LA

FY

)

AN N Mo A

M_p_ A A

X
]
)
X
)
AL AL
A
o
=
A
2

E N N
|

Al_g_
Al
A
s A H:H'Hlﬂlﬂ o
HHHHHH-HHHHHHH
X,

H:Hl
HHHHHEHHHHHHF!P
HHHHH?‘HHI'HHHH

E

X,
E N N N N

A s
AN N
o e e

e
i |
.
.
o

N

A

|

|

Atk
. .?! H!H!H x

)
i)

EY
Al
FY

xnrﬂx“r. .
i, i,

; xxr.ux“r. *
A A

| X,
HHHHHH?HHHHHHHF

)

X X,
A ! e
R s B R R Ry

A_A
A
Al
A_A
A
|
A
-
.
E
X
’il!!!xﬂ

E
RN

H“l.ﬂﬂ LA EXX R K
E

x,
-
-
HHHII!HHH?EPPH
-
.
]

P,
o,
£
a
M
|
o,
|

X

F N
)

AN
AL
i i
N

e
)
F
W
o,

F
I-HHH
|

HHHH
]
R"HFH

A A A
xxx.xrxrnxxxxxxxxxxx

H:I!!H-lnlxil'
Ml_N
A
T A
|

| >
N NN

]

Plant 11,082

>

N
IRH!F!’. »
EY
e
b Y
:‘l!_'?! ‘!1-

L

P e o
WA R N

e

.
|
]
|
E
HKHHHHH"H

“r.nr.”nau
A
i

2
i

etutarenitol oy

A A AN

Y
A ;

A *
X

)

)

Ml
£
L

A

»
LN R R NN S
i
T ........___.__._-_.___._......_-_...n“_-_.q...

*
R B PR
XA AN A K A MK AR KA X

*

Hd
E
E
A
H

o
" ]

u ol

A ; ” ! N N

L g P Mg P BB

T R R RN NN

N N N

T e TR P PE AL P e PR R AL PP e A
A i
A A A

X
x,
.
X
x,
.
A
X,
.

N
M
E
|
-

E

. I”I“I“H“H”H”H“H“v >,
HHH ] HH HHH L

X,

K

o
x
Al
AN M N M A M M M M A

o
]
o il'xﬂ Al

oo e o

=
HJ
x
<.
H
HPHHH.HHHHHHHIH
-
X
H
=
x

E i
"

MK M A
i‘l'x?!i!?d?l?d

?HHF‘HHHH

E
N

,
*

o
o)

S R

.
i)
o
x:x:x
)
)
L
o
)
A
A

o o
A
x:u:x*
i
S
i
A
i
)
i iy, i

Al
H

IIU.HHHH

I:.-I
- H"H Al

Al
HHHE’H:HHHHHH
M
A
M
Al
F A
)
E |

E
E)
M

Al

>
E N

Al
)
F
Al
F
o,
Al
Al

E “ HH
AN
X, o
X,
E
A

P T
| P A
o ;
xnxnxxr.rnxx A
I RN

i)
::
A
X
2
|
™
X
i
X

.,
X
A

b
]
M M K M NN N
.
.
X,

?E!?!H ),
L ]
Al

L
HH
]

A
.
x,

k|
.
E ]
o
Al
Al

FY
-
|
Ml
|

Oct. 5, 1999

H
Y

i
A
] ]
] N
F A
o N A
- ]
ax
Y

]
::IIHH .Fldxl!
X
"H:H H’H”HH
"Hx?d L
H’H
?lx?tx
x ?ﬂ.?l ”x:x

o HHHHH J
L

HH?E |
ahany
HHHHHHH o
E A

:H:H:H E
H:H:H:HHHH
Al_od
Al A
Hxﬂ:ﬂ:il
"HHHH
H"?d"ﬂ"
AKX
HHH:H”I-

. !HHHHHH”H”HHHHH” “r.”
1L

X E N XX N KN
!Hﬂﬂlﬂxﬂxﬂxﬂﬂﬂxﬂxxuf

o
|
b

Al
Al
]

TN,
HAEEE XX NN NN
KA KRR XXX KN

JE M JE N MO N NN N
E N N
N S
HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHF H..ﬂ.unu..

R R
ERXXLEXLRERINKR N
X NI X

X REREZERESXESESLEX N N
R R X XX N XX

HHH”HHH“H”HHH“I“HHH”H”HU
I
Hﬂxﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂxﬂﬂﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂxﬂﬂ K

H”H“H“H“H“ﬂ“ﬂ“ﬂ“ﬂ“ﬂ“ﬂ”ﬂ”ﬂ
KR KR E N KN ER NN
A XEEXENEXNEREDMN
E
R E NN NN R XN
E
R X E N M N M M N XK
E N N
HHxxﬂﬂlﬂxﬂﬂxﬂﬂxﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂxﬂﬂx.v

AN RN NER TR N
= ]
IHH”H“H“H“!“H”H“H“HHH”H“F "HII"I“H”H”H“H“IHH“H“IHIIIIIIIIIIII
XN NN AN NN R E X AN NK X KR KRR R
HA RN R TN KN REREXEXNEXERXEEXERETREHRE
A XK KR XX XK X N X d ERERERELXXAEEREERERERERERERKER
HHH“H“H“I“H“HHH“I“I“H“HHH” k N s HHllﬂlﬂlﬂ#ﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂll e e
AN N M NN AN N
AR XN XX LN N N
N
KR N MFEE N NN
- RN KRN NN
LA E B
E
AR N NEENERE N
AR XM XN XX NK X NX
R KM N KN N XA
g HHHHHHF.HHHHHHHHHHHHEF

|
Pl

A
a
M

i
i i
i i )
)
X
)
)
)
X
)
X
)
.
)
a"n'a'a'a:ana-axxxx !
P e AL L AL
i 2
A
ol e
e

A 1#HHHHHMH!HHHHHHHH
i iy iy

A A e e

AN A A KN

A A 3 a6 20 e NN e e i
L i ]

AR A R R KM N N A A
L i

A A e 00 N
A

P PR e P e PR P e

)
]
a
A
|
Fa
]
o
]

Al
»
] i‘l'x?d:
K
HJ :H:HHHH!H
x?d |
xﬂ
-Hl?l M_A_ A MM
M
i
?EH!

.
>
H
o,

xxHxHxHaHnHaHxHxHx”x”xnxnx”nﬂn“n“n"n"n“xn
AR R R RN RN R o ; ; ; A
xaxHxHnH__.HaHxHxwx”x“xuxuxnxnnua“n"a"n“ wn . r.r.HxHxHx”xHxHxHnHn“xHn"..HxHx”x”x”xH..HxHxHx”xHnHxHﬁﬂ!ﬂﬁﬂtﬂ:ﬂ!ﬂﬁ:ﬂﬂnﬂﬂr iy
R R X R R AR AR ( o i
. o e e i i e

R R NN R o
AN XXX XN TR EEEXERER : A A A A R R M KR RN RN A A AN

e P A e e P T e A A e e A A e P i i i i
; AN AT o A S
R R R R R N N A e a  a a  a a a w a a a  aw
o A A i

A A A e P A A e I
XXX XL XN ; A A e A A A O i

; A

i T T

A ; A ; A
N N o e e e ; e e I A R e R e R R A R e R e e

Ei i
Mo A e e
A R R K M NN L, L, A A A AKX XN AR
PN A e e N i LN, oy L i e i
xxnxnunxxxnxny”xv h .nun Px i i 2 anxnxnxnxannnnxnnnlnlnxnunjx A
i
i i A A A A R e A N A A M R K N RN NN RN EERREREREREXERERERER
L i i A A i i AN X XN XN E R XK
E A e i i ;
Hu__HxHxHxwxnxmnﬂxwxux”xﬂnﬂnﬂnﬂxn axaxx.x”xur. .xﬂx .xun.xﬂxux”x“x“:“n”x“xﬂn o xHxHHﬂnﬂaﬂnﬂnunﬂn“aﬂa“a“a"an I A A e
AR A R A AN R A N R XN KRR A A NN ERE XN EREXIRELEEN R IR EEEE X AR R R EXEIE XA AR XX AL TR RN ; i A,
Hx urxHxHﬂﬂ!ﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂ:ﬂﬂﬂ! A x”x A xrunxnxﬂlnanaﬂunxﬂn R R I T naxxxnnlalnaaalnanl o T e o e e e e R R e e
o H .HMHHHHHMHEHRHHHHH:HHH:HHH L i i
i iy i i iy
L ]
e E iy ] XM N XXX XXX EXREXREXRXRX
I R N
x ] x
x

I!in!xﬂﬂl'lﬂ
N
-
?dx?d
=
?lx?!x
N
N
E
A
>

S
-
)
Nt
X
P
X M
A
A
|
i
L

T T T W W W T T T T T T T T
o,
-
‘e
E
)
ax
E 4
H

i
-
M
n
]

FY
Ml

o
o
A
|

A

o)
o)
Al
Al

H
Y
FY
F
Al
A
Al

>

A AN,
&HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!HHHHP!HH o
o

- !

H
-
A
E |
L,
x
X
-
A
= |
dl_ ol o oA A M NN

H
]
1)
H
F
-
H
]
A
H
F
-
Ml
Al
Al
H

F
E |
FY

IHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHJHHHHH?HFHHHFHHHJM - N

2
a
Al
L,
Al

A
x A
ol A

x
o,
HJ
HJ
-
-
X
=
o

E |
-]
o,
-
E |
H
-
-]
Al
E |
ax
E
-
‘e
o,
-
-]
o,
-
-]
Y

F!xﬂ -

X
-

X
e
A
A
X
X
)
X
X
]
L
X
A
-
X
Y
A
x
X
|
o
o
o
o
o
.
]
|
o
o
o
o
o
n

L % R N M RN MR N RN NN N NN NN N K N H
& BN 3 o
] A XXX ENKE LN NNMNEENNNEN NN Y n
E HHHHHHII IIHHHEHHHFHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHFHH HHI
o, L

H

H

EY

F

]

|

F

EY

E i
M
A
M N
F
]

HHHH:P?‘HF
E

e

]

|

F

Y

EY

N

E |
P,
A
Fd
o,

F
HH
o
?!x?l
M
!
A

A
H
o
Hﬂﬂﬂxﬂ
2
o,
Al
F
F
2
o,
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
Ml
Al
Al
Al
Al
2
M
F ]
‘2
i
'H”Il

M N E
N

]
“ . L XX .
A XXX KX TRERERX M, Y AAXRELTEXXEIIERELIALIRERELXEIERENERRERETR L R R L o o
]
]
]

x "X
o A

X A HJ x x x ] L]
¢ N N N N MK N M E N KRN .H.HHHHHHHHHIHIHHHIHHIIIH.HHIIHHIIIIHIHIIIHIH
] . lﬂlﬂlﬂl!ﬂlll w R KR

IHHHHHHHHHllll”v.ﬂun”ﬂHHHIIIIHHHIIIIIII Hl
ERETRERERELRENXXEEERERREALNXX I XIREN EXXTRERERELE KRR ER EREKERERKTRKIRK

Al
Al
A A A

Al
FY
M
H
Al
FY
FY
Y
H
A
Ml
Al
Ml
A
A
Ml
]
Al
Ml
Al
Ml
Al
Y
Al
M
H
F
A
M

]

. !.HHHHHHHIHHH
P 6 e M MM NN M NN MMM N NN NN NN NN NN R k
E_I H“HHHHH”HHH”I”HHHHH“HHH“H”HHHHH“HHH”H HHH MM HHH - H?H
HIHHIHIHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHIIHHH
-

E |
Al
E |
Y
-
E |
Al
|
Al
-
E |
E |
E |
E |
E |
E |
Al
E |
E |
o,
"
x
o,
o
F

X AN X N R
o e

xr”xxnanxaanxxxlenl 1

]

o

-

o
- H

-
-
Al
Al
M
Al
Al
Al
|
M
Al
M_A
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
A
|
|
Al
Al
Al
A
A
AN N
A
Al A
) Hﬂxﬂ
Al
HJ
|
Al
x
Mok A
]

o

B
)

i
i

U.S. Patent



	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims
	Drawings

