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The present invention concerns a new and distinct variety
of plant derived from a Leucothoe plant variety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Previously known varieties of Leucothoes include ever-
oreen and leat-losing shrubs, widely distributed 1n North and
South America, the Himalayas, Japan and other countries. A
few kinds are in cultivation. They belong to the Heath

family, Ericaceae. Leucothoes bloom in spring and early
Summer.

[eucothoes are moundlike shrubs with arching branches.
They grow 3 to 5 feet tall in four to five years, and older
plants spread slowly from underground roots. Since Leuco-

thoes bear thick foliage on branches that droop almost to the
oround, they are excellent for use in front of older larger
shrubs and trees that have become unsightly at the base.
They also are useful as a ground cover on a shady bank. New
shoots rising from the ground and atop older branches in
carly spring are a bronzy green; as summer advances and the
stems elongate, the glossy 4- to 7- inch leaves become a rich
dark green—only to turn to a reddish bronze in northern
arcas as cool weather arrives. In severe winters, the plants
may lose some of their upper leaves. In summer, small
flower buds form at leaf axils (the points where leaves join
the stems) on the outer 2 feet of each arching cane. The
following spring, the buds expand into 2- to 3- inch slusters
of tiny white flowers that resemble lillies of the valley. The
flowers hang gracefully beneath the canes, accounting for
the plant’s common name. The leaves, with or without
blossoms, make attractive bouquets. The varieity Rainbow
has leaves marked with creamy yellow; its new growth 1s
pink.

[eucothoes require light to deep shade and a moist acid
soil. If fast growth 1s desired, cottonseed meal or a
rhododendron-azalea-camellia fertilizer can be scattered
under the plants i1n early spring. After plants are well
established, the biggest and oldest canes can be cut to the
oround 1n very early spring; and this pruning will keep the
plants looking young and healthy.

These shrubs thrive 1n acid loam and peaty soils, but, like
most other members of the Heath family, they detest lime.
Propagation 1s by sowing seeds 1n fine soil 1n a slightly
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heated greenhouse 1n March or 1n a cold frame 1n spring, or
by taking cuttings i1n late summer or early fall. The cuttings
are placed 1n a mixture of sand and peat moss 1n a closed
frame or greenhouse propagating bench which 1s kept closed
until the cuttings are rooted.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the present invention, there 1s pro-

vided a new and distinct variety of Leucothoe. The most
significant feature of the new and distinct plant variety of the
present mvention 1s that 1t exhibits leaves which are red,
yellow and green. For this reason, the applicant proposes to
name the new and distinct plant variety of the present

mvention “Leucothoe fontanesiana tricolor.”

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows matured Leucothoé fontanesiana tricolor of
the present invention.

FIG. 2 shows Leucothoé fontanesiana stardust.

FIG. 3 1illustrates a typical specimen of the new and
distinct tricolored variety of the present invention.

FIG. 4 illustrates a known variety of Leucothoé fontane-
siana axillaris, the original stock.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The 1nitial evergreen bush of the present new and distinct
plant variety of the present invention was obtained by
mutation of L. fontanesiana axillaris as follows: Cuttings of
L. fontanesiana axillaris started 1n May, 1986 were rooted
and tranplanted to vinyl pots (9 cm diameter) in October,
1986. On May 20, 1987 (next year) they were again trans-
planted to larger vinyl pots (12 cm diameter). Among 5,500
transplants, one plant was found to hold a mutated branch
having leaves mottled with a variety of distinct colors such
as red, yellow, and green, while other branches had dark
green leaves as those of the parent plant (L. fontanesiana
axillaris). Soon, the branch was taken for cutting and, in the
spring of 1996, 5,000 new plants were produced.

The following 1s a detailed description of the new variety
made from the observation of specimens grown 1n Kochi-
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prefecture, Japan. The color terminology used 1s 1n accor-
dance with the Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart.

Growth: The plants became matured, becoming about 40 cm
tall, 1n two to three years after cutting in the inventor’s
climate (Kochi-prefecture, Japan).

Height —Up to 0.6 m.

Parentage: Leucothoé fontanesiana axillaris.

Foliage: Similar to the leaves of known stocks of Leucothoé
axtllaris, the leaves of the new variety of the present
invention have pointed tips and smooth edges.

Size.—The leaves are about 9-10 cm long, but the
length can reach 11 cm. The width of the leaves
ranges from about 1 ¢cm to 3 cm.

Color.—The new variety has colorful leaves which are
red, yellow and green throughout all seasons. The
upper surfaces of immature leaves are red near 438,
448, 45D, 46 A, 47A, 47B, 51A or 58A, occasionally
mixed with areas of pink near 50C, 62B, 66C, 66D,
68D or 77D, but on rare occasion mixed with small
arcas ol orange near 28A or 31B. As the leaves
mature, the red color fades and the upper surfaces of
the leaves either (a) appear yellow near 2B, 2C, 3B,
3D, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 5C, 5D, 6D, 7D, 8C, 9C or 10C,
mottled with green near 134B, 134C, 140A, 140B,
140C or 149B, optionally having a small red area at

the apex and the margins near the apex, or (b) appear
oreen near 1348, 134C, 140A, 140B, 140C or 1498

having yellow margins near 2B, 2C, 3B, 3C, 3D, 4A,
4B, 4C, 4D, 5C, 5D, 6D, 7D, 8C, 9C or 10C. The
upper surfaces of very mature leaves lose the yellow

color and take on a darker green color near 136B,
137A, 137C, or 139A, optionally mixed with patches

of green near 140A, 140B, 140C, 142B or 142C.

4

Branching: The plant spreads branches horizontally. The
branches extend outward from the lower part of the stem,
with each forming an arch.

Wood and bark: The wood and bark of the new variety have
similar appearances as that of known stock of Leucothoé
fontanesiana axillaris.

Flowers: The new variety seldom blooms. When the new
variety blooms, the flowers are 1nconspicuous. On a few
occasions when the new variety did bloom, small flowers
clustering at the leaf axilla were observed, but the flowers
soon died out without forming fruits.

Hardiness: The new variety may be grown between the south
of Kanto to southern Kyushu in Japan, where the tem-
perature ranges from about -5° C to 35° C, without
protection during winter. The best location for growing
the plant in Japan 1s the southern part of Shikoku. The
plant needs full sun and fertile soil for good growth.
Additionally, the plant seldom sufers from disease or
insect damage.

Propagation: The new variety of the present invention can be
asexually reproduced by either layering or cutting, but
cutting 1s best. Rooting rate 1s over 90% 1if treated with
mist. The preferred season for cutting 1s from April to
July. Most preferably, cutting should be done between late

May to early July.

The new variety of the present mvention was asexually
reproduced by cuttings treated with mist 1n Kochi-
prefecture, Japan. It was observed that the distinguishing
traits remained stable and true after such reproduction.

I claim:

1. A new and distinct variety of Leucothoe plant substan-
tially as herein described and illustrated, having leaves

which exhibit a tricolor appearance.
¥ e ¥ ¥ e



H
Al
H

N 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 a2 a s s & & s am s aoa
E o o b b &
. — o .. I
TR AR R X ¥ W dr b i gk b dr b i A & Ok bk A aa
F L - o & dr dr i dr dr dr dp dp dr Jrodr 4 g b b b ok
i ] L’ , T
- ¥, dr dp iy dp e i A kA
' & dp dp dr dr dr Jp b br b b b B A Jr
Hv R’ ...l.....-..._..-....l.........._..._.........v.....-.__.._.._.._.._l.._n.-n.__.-.__.-.r.__.r.._.r.t............r.-. L
Hv .-. .-..-.._...-......-................r.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.r.r....-_ [ I
* 5 PN
Pl P P 7, 7 i
PP . " wr
IIIIHHHH Hv s
i axrnr.v.v.v . ._.__v
w ;

XA
X
i
i)
i
i
+

)
i
LA E NN AN LN LY BN RN RN NN NN

J
b N N

oo A

o
.HHHHHHHH

N
o
M A M AN

o K WA
b

oo o oM A

H
Al
|

E R X XM

T H X .Hnnn"n"a“a"nuxnn”

’ i ! KA EEREE X RN

» o ol

r X ! i i ;
i AN

..w. ] ! ”r.HnHn"a"a"n“a"nnanxxznn“n”rv o
] ! XXX R XA KA A

X aaaaaxxnxnxnxr.xn”nmr o

HH.HHH
i iy
ol

£

L
|

.
e
.
X

Plant 11,008

Sheet 1 of 3

T
T H
oy a: o
Pl A A ; XA A
K ”H”n” X ” H” iH;H#H&H*H#H&H;H#H&H;&H:
i X X EO ) X
O X A L ) !
LIE X, X L A A A L N N )
| G . s . . Ll )
. LA S ; X,
-y " . PR R PR R IR IR
B x o ! o XX
e 2 A A ; o A A, A i x
- T XA ! A K X A
P i ) i
! XN . o X a NN
* 2 o xR
! XA 1 o i
» i XXX XXX o
! XA 4 o
* o XXX K KA KRN
! AN KA u R XXX N K AN A KM A
-+ XA o .
! o ] i RN XN NN NN .
» i i ) XXX KN
! iy iy [ o
+ o i ) o i
; ; )
‘¥ RN oo o e o o
! PN ) i A i u i )
- N N X 2 A A
+ C N W) X i
! d o d w o gy iy [ o
» a e e e Wi e
' dr b b dp de de de o de @ 0 de dp dp b Jp o [
4 N A e W) x
S el gt e oy
A e x ]
" ......r.........-..r .r”.r.._..r .__.....r.T.__ o H.r.-_lll .ﬂ i
v.u_. oy .rH.rH.r....r N ....r.r.i.-_ A, |
e e e ke e l""~ ok
; e e Ty x
Aok deode b b dp oA i ] »
e a e e e ae k ) g
X
[
X
[
i X
T A | K,
v.ru__”xnnnannr.xx “l ¥,
_ [
. K,
x K
e [
. K, -
i ¥,
e [
. K,
Y K
R % ;
i X
n A A !
A A X
14H...H.._-_atu.au Pl Mo, ) / ) » "
P e o ; b ) ¥
K,
) Ll ) ; o
AL RN N NN N . | ¥,
P ) 'K
e K, w
e e e e ¥, b
W i i i e
- * X% . x
u K, x
i X " - !
RN ¥___.H....H._...-I".—”._...._ nm nah"lllllnﬂxxn " ._..” " '
dridr e & . b iy 4
S e e g g iy K, o,
- L) " i o N A
* o
' - ~,
X x .
"n .

]

A
S

|
|
)
M
)
&
L

M
M
L N

L e
QR
N e

|
X &

i

X &K
at

Xk

»
NN

-5

[ ]
M)
fx

|
I“H
A
I-l!’
RHH’H
L
e,
>,
x
Al

A
A
|
|
e
o
Al

]
i

T T T T N N T T T T,
H
L |

"x”xnxnn”x”vﬂn”x ;
I

o A

)
M
NN

»

e et
Fatsts

LN
FY
-H.

|

X
|
.
-
o
X
3
23

¥
A
~n
i
A
x

-+
Ml
|
A

)
H

Ml
|
F
"l

-:::'
R

Py
i) |
N
i
&
i
2w
L
T L N

)
".'q-q-q-rrr-

]
|

E

-

-
T'.T.'T'T.'TTT

Jul. 13, 1999

'-
¥ ™
>
N oy
'K i)
¥ "
x
K n %
. ' [l
¥ ) o
- ‘= n
¥ .
K N
Y n
¥
"
¥ Pl
- *aty
. .
) o
.__..__....“.__.H...
E " o
1 " ) L
4 ¥ “_- o
v ¥
] » .__.”4 “.__.
o] ¥ Ay
1 ¥ LN ey
PR A AR M A A e e el
e i ¥ PR A A BN M M A N M A AL ML MM
o i Y A N N A A A
L ’ . L e A A e el el
R f ¥ T A AU T i e
o A i i
O . L AL L L A el
X R A L el el
RN N " L el Ml A AN AL Mo
! o ¥ L e
e e e e
: Y LA e s et et ettt sl s sl s el ety
¥ T i T A
Y Y L A A A A Al
b L MO e e el el )
A ¥ O L M
W A
a r WA i
’ P A N Ny
A ¥ A iy e i i i i
’ C e e A e e o'y
) ¥ e T T i i
" N e e AL A AL ML
P
A Y i i ey
. L )
’ ¥ T i i i e e
LA
F A b b W o b W)
” 44“.4H&”...”&H4”...H4H4”...H4... T Ta, o .__.._._H.4H._..H.4....q.....Hkuku#kkntt#t.rtttttktﬂu ;
. L ; Nt
N L g P ; L I e e S i e iy iy i i ittty
¥ O Ui i i i e i i x A T T T T T e
R L L L e I I R e Sl gl g e e S
¥ AR L e L e I A I e S S g Sy g ey e e R Rl R
N o, i A e e e T, o oo o o o e T e e e
L A L N N A ’ e i iy dr g e e e dr e e ke e ek
N T i T T T ~ o e aa
¥ v LN L " P A o N
» L A e e o oy o ar i i ar e i T T T o e o e e e e e e e
x v L e iy My, . W e e e e i e i e e i i e e e e e e Ve e e e b w Ta A
Fa'e N I A N NN N
aa . T T A A T T A A A A ATy A e e A Ay A A e oy e e e e T T e e e e e e e e e
Wt ] WA T i T iy e e i i i i i ey i i i iy e i ey e i i dp dp e e e e e e d e e ke ke
¥ . L T e o o o o o L  al al el e Sy Sy g e ey e R o S Sl S S S A R R R R
) ] L N N N AN,
e ] - o e a  a  a  a  a  a  a a  a  a  a n  TL
- R r dp dp ey p e e dp dp dp ey dp e dp dp de o dp ey e dp de dp de g dp dp e e de de de o de de e e dr dr dr dr dr e dw e dr dr dr dr dr dr de de Jr b dr ki & Jr bk b M b M Bk ko om or
e ] A i T T e e i i i T T ey drar A e Ea drdr drdrdrde d de  rdydrde dr e e e ey e e e e e e e e e b e
¥ ' o e e e S o i e S S e e T e S e S e S e A S S S
u ] AT T e v oo o o o T T o e o e e e T e e e e e e e e e a a a e e e e e a a a a  e  e e aTa aa e a
o RN N N N N N N N N M .....r.r.;..r.;..r........r.r...........r.;..r.r.r....r.rb.;..r.r.r....r.r.r....r.r.r.;..r.r.__.r.r.r.r....r.r.r.r.r.r.r.r.r.r.__.r.r.._.._.r.r.__.r.r.r.r.._.r.r.._.._.r.__.._.__.r.._.._.._.__.._.__i.__ r
.-_“ , ¥, l....“.-..”....“....“.-..H....”....”.-..H....”....H.-..H....”....##########l##.r#######t#.r .-...;..r Jrde e Jdp de dr dr dr de dr o de deode de de Op dr dr de Je de dr Jr dr O Jr b & A U b Jr b b & o M o2 oa & r
) ,
» i e iy iy e e e r
: ] L s
T i iy e e .
] W iy
LA A A .
! .-..-.I....4}.##}.#4###}.1.&###}.##?&?}.?.r.r.r.r.r.r.r.r.r.r.r.r.r.r.__.r.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.r.._.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__.__n.__nninni r
1 W o dp iy iy e dp dp dp dp dp Jp de Jp dr Or dr Jp O Je de dr Jr dr dr Jr Jr de b b M Jr Jr dr o Jr b & U Or b b b & & Jr Jr dr b & 4 B & & M b b k & & m b b M 2 b mom =
L L L R N R I U e IR I I I e I I R I R I R U N RO D R RN R RN DN R RN DA R NN REF D RN DR R DN DO R RN RO RN RN I NN DEC BN B R R RN R L]
2y xl ERER ' ! : : " | W it iy i dr dr dr dp dr e e dp Jr dr de e dr Jp de de e dr de de dr dr b dr B dr B dr B Jr & Jr b dr b dr b o J b B M J k ek do 0k b om h ok kA

RS _ _ e AT _ o
e R e M T k] 1 i i |

A T e e e e

U.S. Patent



Plant 11,008

Sheet 2 of 3

Jul. 13, 1999

U.S. Patent

R ~ ..a.r.
. e j“r.::r.n.:r.ann
L, o

L

A A . T .xgﬂn"n“n"u“nna“n”n“aaxxn
R A AR

. Py o
. . . -...uaxanlaannvnxnvxxnan
r '

) ) - 1] -
y wa T .o
: » - =al- R r
.......r.._....._..,.__”.l.u_.__..& i !

.r.-...r.r.r....r.r...n-........l.‘.._.

F
»
¥
F

) i
u_.“ﬂ” ”.HHHRMH X
I
N
X

X X

AT e iy iy Ay e i e A e
R N

[
F3

N N N N N N N

¥

s w aa  N N AN

F3

o o N NN
r o
...JH...H...H...H...H...H...H...H............ o e
W e e iy i A e e i
Fo
e

F
x

™

X

EaE

|
I
X
Ly
¥
L
IS
i
X

A i

»
F
F

MK XK M KX LXK NEKERRTR al

RN A K AN

Al
Al
Ml
FY
M

2

H:H
'Hx?"
F

R A A A A A R A A A A A A AL M

g

- H HIIHHIHHHHU.HPHIHHHH

Ll
Pl Ao e
war el s s %
.-..........._......._ e dr dr dr dr i . L
s
w
e,
P
e
i ra
Lo o .
P ol . ..
e ..H.r........r....._..................._......_.....t...t e L)
PRI o o ] e )
2w e i ay i e . o e
i S i e iy o i o Ml i ST II-r-
A g x ko ..__.I-_-_-
e
x C ety
I LN
B W )
B = o MY
g

L) L

e R
T SN
. A

k*jlll:b
* &, L4
Rl

K
¥
L]

r

L)
LK B

L]
“.‘I'
b

A

L J L L
N .
R P .l__.m__ltllvvum-. !
A
.

e N N A A A A

e N e el el

r
¥
X
F3
¥
X
»

n )

XX XAEIELXEREL X
A
AN XA KK AR A AX

A A a a  a a  a w e
i i
(X A R E A XA XA R R ERE RN

1
P N N N N
N N NN
L T A ey

X

L]

w oy
r

E

[3
s

L)

i dr dr dr dp dr e Jp Jr d B Jr Jrodr Jr e dr de dp b 4 drodp de O O &
o

B
¥
X

)

¥
F3
Fy

)

L)
L
X

¥
X

¥
¥

X

X &
X
X N

i
i

ir
ar

a2l SN SN

™
X
i
LN
ar
F

B

F

!HHIHE

o

¥

P

Al A e

X
X
Y
i
ar

2 2 )

A

xox

_=_ Al

W A N N
r TR T T .

r
Xy

oy oy N

¥
o
X
»
F3
r
L
r

[

N N N N
o dp dr dr e

I
ENM)

P

x N

o M)
x 2t )

AN
IIIII:I-H A

u..._.h.-_m_.._. ””. S ..

Pl e

AU
LR NN
LA

]
i ar
R e
.._. .......

»
L e |
L ]

& X ¥

dr A i

i e b

i
X X K K

o A ol e

aTal e

v &
b b & S b & b & a

P
P e ol al el s

e e e X

- ..
.._...1.._.._...1.-..-.__.-.._..-
X

o
Wy e de ey e e b e e e e dp e N R

NN e A

|
»

]
-
)

|
-,

>
L]

L)
H:il!:ﬂ
i
LBk )
. e

EN )
Far

»

[ ]

] L

no Y
e

a

o R A A R W A

X XXX

AR A TN

AL a0 & A A AN l.__”u_ L

)
L
ay dr

r &
2

R
.4......H4.4..........._.......




.S. Patent ul. 13, 1999 Sheet 3 of 3 Plant 11,008

N . . -
N . . - . .
h - = = - - -
- -.-.,-.,-., -y = . . . . .
o T e oaa = = s .
» v!..., 1'.::' -
r P, R N T . = =
W e . . .
i i i '’ . . .
o
o N ol ] -
i R i i) A .o -
Hx’al-.":u”a”::n:n:x"n"x"x"x*x"x"a'n" R, .
A B o
- [ L L P A -
N TR
[ ]
. X ’
R R
. l"n_kll-_{__ ﬂ-‘;‘_ I.:Pl i J.l‘l‘ |
. - . LT an
- .-_- _ _1 L] .hl:.-*T
.
o M - E i
- » -
”:!:xd":.:':"l”x!x' :J"il"a- I-I' .n x. 1- ] '
_ A At Ay o
R o oo o g g gy ™ M - . LI -t .. "o - - _ Lt
'ai;"x!; u‘v"u!a'n";xixxxa!txn.x?é" ." R IR - o . ) . . o
#il?dll'ﬂ I i i i i i
| "!: .:!:x:a' 'n"'i-:"1:'::::"!-:':'!"?:':":*3*?
AN Ll a0 mC N el el e )
L el N NN RS N
. . PRt e N L L M
LR AC oE LN N M N N -
oy . . . . . . <o - o K . .
. "H!'H"x" . . . . . . - = o= - . .
LR R . - - .
4 - = a1 02 = = = = blbli‘b‘ ’ - -
. ', n s m s om s s s omow . .
.
. -
. . . . .
- -
. '
' '
. .
o



	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims
	Drawings

