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1
BACKGROUND OF THE NEW PLANT

The present invention comprises a new and distinct cul-
tivar of Pelargoniumxdomesticum known by the varietal
name Jennifer (Oglevee No. 664, Bodger No. 10PD 13-7).
The new variety was discovered in a selective breeding
program by David LLemon at Bodger Seeds, 1.td., Lompoc,
Calif. The new variety is a selection from the crossing of
White Glory (unpatented)xBodger No. 8 PD 28-4, which is
a cross of White Champion (unpatented)xAnastasia (unpat-
ented). White Glory has large, pure white flowers and light
green leaves and a tall growth habit. White Champion also
has pure white flowers and is relatively difficult to propa-
gate. Anastasia is a relatively late flowering variety. Jennifer,
on the other hand, has large white flowers with magenta
purple lines accenting the center of the flowers, medium
green leaves, is relatively easy to propagate, and is an early
flowering variety.

The new cultivar was first asexually reproduced by cut-
tings at Oglevee Ltd., Connellsville, Pa., and has been
repeatedly asexually reproduced by cuttings at Oglevee Ltd.
in Connellsville, Pa. It has been found to retain jts distinctive
characteristics through successive propagations.

The new cultivar, when grown in a glass greenhouse in
Connellsville, Pa., using full light, 60° Fahrenheit night
temperature, 68° Fahrenheit day temperature, 72° Fahren-
heit vent temperature and grown in a soilless media of
constant tertilizer 150—-200 parts per million of nitrogen and
potassium has a response time of fourteen weeks from the
rooted cutting to a flowering plant in a six inch pot.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying drawing illustrates the new cultivar,
the color being as nearly true as possible with color illus-
trations of this type.

DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW PLANT

The following detailed description sets forth characteris-
tics of the new cultivar. The data which defines each
characteristic was collected from asexual reproductions car-
ried out by Oglevee Ltd. in Connellsville, Pa. The plant
histories were taken on rooted cuttings potted on Nov. 4,
1994 which flowered on Feb. 10, 1995 under full light and
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[57] ABSTRACT

The cultivar is characterized by its bright clear white colored
flower. Its improved rooting ability and prolific flowering
provide excellent characteristics not found in other Regal
varieties. The plant flowers over a longer period of time than
do other Regal varieties and is slow to shatter.

1 Drawing Sheet
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greenhouse, and colorings were taken indoors under
200220 foot candles of fluorescent cool white light using
R.H.S. Colour Chart of The Royal Horticultural Society of
London.

THE PLANT

Classification:
Botanical—Pelargoniumxdomesticum.
Form: Upright mound shaped habit.
Height.—22.0-24.0 cm above the media surface.
Growth.—Fast rooting; prolific flowering.
Strength.—Free standing.
Foliage: Stalked leaf attachment.
Leaves:
Size.—8.0-11.0 cm across; fully expanded leaf.
Shape.—Depressed ovate; truncate base.
Margin.—Serrately lobed.
Texture.—Slightly pubescent; leathery.
Color.—Top: Green Group 137C; Zone: Not present.
Bottom: Yeilow/Green Group 147B.
Ribs and veins.—Palmate venation; Color: Yellow/
Green group 147C.

Petioles:
Length.—4.0-7.0 cm.
Color—Yellow/green group 146B.
Stem.:

Color—Yellow/green group 146B.
Internodes.—1.5-3.5 cm in length.

THE BUD
Shape: Elliptical.
Size: 2.5-3.0 cm across.

INFLORESCENCE

Blooming habit: Many large opening into full flower head.
Size: 9.5-12.0 cm across.

- Borne: Umbel; florets on pedicel; pedicel on peduncle.

Number: About 29 inflorescences per plant.
Florets:

Closed.—Bud size: 1.5-2.0 cm in length, 0.5-1.0 cm.in
width; elliptical; bud showing no color,

Open.—Form—~Cupped. Color—Top: White Group
155D with a slight veining of Red/Purple Group 67C
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on the upper two petals; Bottom petals: White Group
155D. Petals—5-6 in number; single; not united;
margin entire. Size—5.0-6.0 cm. Texture and
apperance—Satiny; smooth; appearance from a dis-
tance 1s a bright clear white flower and medium

green foliage.
Petaloids:
Quantity—None.
Pedicel:

Length.—1.5-2.5 cm.
Color.—Yellow/Green Group 146C.
Peduncle:
Length.—5.0-6.5 cm.
Color.—Yellow/Green Group 146B.
Persistence:
Disease resistance.—Not known.
Lasting quality.—Continuous blooming; slow to shat-
{er.

REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS

Stamens:
Anthers.—3.0-4.0 mm.

Filaments.—1 ength: 2.0—2.5 cm; Color: White group
155D.
Pollen.—Golden Brown.

Pistils:
Number—One.
Length.—2.0-2.5 cm.
Stigma.—Five parted; Color: Red/Purple Group 60C.
Style—lILength: 1.0-1.5 cm; Color: Red/Purple Group
60C.
Ovaries: Pubescent; Color: light green.
Fruit: None observed.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS

Jennifer is a new bright clear white variety of geranium
which 1s an improvement over the Regal geranium class. It
improves on the current variety Mary (U.S. Plant Pat. No.
6,027) by rooting more easily and faster. The plant habit is
shorter and more controlled, and the foliage color is a richer
green and does not yellow with age as does the variety Mary.
The plant flowers over a long period of titne and is slower
to shatter. Given all these positive properties, this variety
should please both the grower and the gardener.

I claim:

1. A new and distinct variety of Geranium plant, substan-
tially as shown and described.
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