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[57] ABSTRACT _ .
A Pentas lanceolata plant named Jessica, having the
cﬂmbmed characteristics of bright red-purple flower

coior, vigorous growth, relatively long ovate to lanceo-
late shaped leaves, and by its continuous flowering.

1 Drawing Sheet
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The present invention relates to a new and distinctive
~cultivar of Pentas lanceolata, referred to by the cultivar
name Jessica. The species is also referred to by the
common name Egyptian Star-Cluster.

- Pentas lanceolata are herbs or shrubs of the Rubiaceae
family, and are native to Africa and Madagascar. They
can be cultivated in greenhouses on a year-round basis,
and can also serve as bedding plants in the southern part
- of the United States.

The new cultivar Jessica is a sport or mutation and
was discovered in July 1989 in Lafayette, Col. by the

inventor Russell R. Pennington, Sr. while growing

“among a group of stock plants of the parent Pentas
lanceolata cultivar named Ruby Glow Red. The parent
cultivar can be generally described as being up to ap-
proximately 30” in height, 24-28" in width, having
ovate to lanceolate leaves of up to approximately 3.5",
and by its fully open flower color of approximately 45B,
as measured by The Royal Horticultural Society Col-
our Chart. The flower color is a very vivid and bright
red. The new cultivar Jessica was noted by virtue of its
fuschia or bright red-purple flower color. |

- 2
tion of this type. The photograph is of a single plant six
months old grown 1n a 16" pot.
The following is a detailed description of my new
cultivar Jessica based on plants grown in a typical com-
mercial environment in greenhouse facilities at Lafay-

~ ette, Col. Color references are made to The Royal Hor-

ticultural Society Colour Chart ‘except where general

~ terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used.
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Asexual reproduction of Jessica by the inventor by

~ cuttings has demonstrated that the unique features of
the new cultivar are stabilized and are reproduced true

to type in successive propagations. |

- Jessica is similar in many respects to the parent culti-

var Ruby Glow Red. However, it is distinguished from

its parent by its flower color as above described, its

more vigorous growth habit, and its somewhat longer

and more pubescent leaves.
~ The following characteristics in combination distin-

guish the new cultivar Jessica from its parent and from
~ other cultivars af the same general type:

1. Brlght red-purple flower color.

2. Vigorous growth habit, reaching 36" in ‘height and
approximately 34-36" in width when fully grown.
3. Its relatively large leaves, which are ovate to lanceo-

late in shape, and up to 44" long.
4. Continuous flowering. |

The accompanying colored photograph illustrates a
plant of the new cultivar in front perspective view, with
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Classification:

" Botanical. —Pentas lanceolata cv Jessica.
Commercial.‘3 Egyptian Star-Cluster. |
Parentage: Sport or mutatmn of Pentas lanceo!ara Ruby

Glow Red.
Propagation: Vegetatively by menstem rooting habit
excellent.

PLANT DESCRIPTION

A. Form: Generally round. - -
B. Habit of growth: Very vigorous; plants can reach 36"
in height and 34-36" in diameter.
 Average water reqmrements. —-Apprommately one
inch per week is adequate in outdoor full sun
conditions in summer.
C. Fohage: |
1. Size. —-—Approxmately 4-4.5" I Iength when
fully mature. |
2. Shape.—Ovate to lanceolate, oppositely ar-
ranged, stipules divided. |
3. Texture.—Pubescent.
4, Margin.—Smooth.
5. Color.—Young foliage, top side 137D at base to
137A-B at tip; under side 137D. Mature foliage,
top side between 137A and 136B; under side

- 137D.
6. Venation.—138B-C.
FLOWERING DESCRIPTION

40 A. Flowering habits: Flowering is in terminal corymbs.
~ B. Natural flowering season: Continuous flowering in

the photograph showing flower and leaf color as trueas

it is reasonably possible to obtam in a colored reproduc-

greenhouse environment.
C. Flower bud description: Calyx lobes unequal, lan-

ceolate to linear, and 4" to §" long.
D. Flowers borne: In tenmnal corymbs; corolla tube 3"

~ to 3" long.
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E. Quantity of flowers: Numerous; no pinching re- 3. Size of ﬂawém-—-Corolla £’ to 4" in diameter.

ired f tinued blooming. G. Reproductive organs: Normal.
F q;;rtals. or ST ® Disease resistance: No disease problems noted to date.

Fragrance: None.

1. Shape .--Star-shapt::d; five petals, .5_6 o M s Seed production: Seed is formed but is not viable.
length and approximately 3 mm. in width (at

widest point). | _ I claim:
2. Color.—Top side when just opening 57A, turn- 1. A new and distinct cultivar of Pentas lanceolata
ing to 57B when fully open; maintains color with  plant named Jessica, as illustrated and described.

very little fading. 10 * % % * %

135

20

25

30

35

435

50

55

65



U.S. Patent

}® g

;u_:-gwf""ri!}gw;;'EEIﬁ;;!!ﬂ}':"’ls?“i Mﬂ”"["”' i

'L I
|! |L
il |
|I "

il
gl
b,

O L i il el

November 5, 1991

I1.LJ4 il
LI R i

Sheet 1 of 1

g et |
-. !j “Il_"ra':lrm.aﬂ -

Sy, O

i

0 MR L ligt [ i C L | I RARARIRR L
N | ) !:1 | - i ! AP ik ii:l i 'I |_'.. n ._! RO . L
.| ' - Ay ! N H - . .-,I . MEREERE T T T -"-'|i:'."":' i '?I:.l.' ! -'|:.
' . -, ] ECTTITTL I " L il
o A ! . ha .|:-E-I;.!!Il: ) Pl ', . e 'I u-.-i"-::I'-:"::i';":; ;I'::i.:i I:I el | : Il'.l.l.“ S
S, : e, ot IE O R [ TRl TR
It NL . . BT e DURRAL T HTHL LT S
h o, e AT A LR
ﬂ"ﬂt"' hb* T | Y L |‘ o e
I R IR
: I . ; L, :..:_, sl |-l ..IF! -
. L | ] 1 LB
N RO
'll o
it
|

Plant 7,702




	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims
	Drawings

