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[57] ABSTRACT

A new and distinct variety rose plant of the Shrub Class
is provided which produces double pink blossoms in
extreme abundance during the springtime which give a
strikingly attractive overall appearance. The plant ex-
hibits a distinctive weeping or semi-pendulous growth
habit combined with extreme hardiness and excellent
disease resistance.

19 Drawing Figures
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The new and distinct variety of rose plant of the
Shrub Class was created by artificial pollination
wherein two parents were crossed which previously
had been studied for the possession of the characteris-
tics sought. The seed parent was an unnamed seedling
of the Climber Class. The male parent was the Meihero
variety (non-patented). The parentage of the new vari-
ety can be summarized:as follows: Unnamed Climber X -
Meihero variety.

The seeds resulting from the above pollination were
sown and plantlets were obtained which were physi-
cally and biologically different from each other. Selec-
tive study resulted in the identification of a single plant
of the new variety. The desirable qualities of the new
variety have been confirmed through extensive testing
and the importance of the new variety has been firmly
established.

It has been found that the new variety of rose plant of
the Shrub Class possesses the following combination of
characteristics: |

(a) forms in abundance during the springtime on two
year old wood small double blossoms which are em-
pire rose shaded with geranium pink in coloration
and which tend to be borme in clusters along the
length of the stem,

(b) forms vigorous vegetation,

(c) exhibits a weeping or semi-pendulous growth habit,

(d) exhibits very good hardiness, and

(e) exhibits excellent disease resistance.

The new vanety has been found to undergo propaga-
tion by various asexual means including budding. The
characteristics of the new variety have been found to be
strictly transmissible by such asexual propagation.

The rose plant of the new variety has been named the
Keitoli variety.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH

The accompanying photograph shows as nearly true
as it is reasonably possible to make the same in a color
illustration of this character, typical specimens of plant
parts of the new variety when grown during June. The
rose plants of the new variety described herein were
grown in Southern France {except as indicated hereaf-
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ter) while outdoors and were grafted on Rosa froebeh
rootstock.

F1G. 1 illustrates a specimen of a young shoot;

FIG. 2 illustrates a specimen of a flowering bud be-
fore the opening of the sepals

FIG. 3 illustrates a specmen of a bud at the opening
of the sepals;

FIG. 4 illustrates a specimen of a ﬂowermg bud at the
opening of the petals;

FIG. § illustrates a pair of flowers during the course

of opening;
FIG. 6 illustrates a pair of fully open ﬂowers—-plan

view—obverse;

FI1G. 7 illustrates a t'ully open flower—plan view—re-
VErse;

FIG. 8 illustrates a specimen of a fully open flower
immediately prior to petal drop—plan view—obverse;

FIG. 9 illustrates a specimen of a fully open flower
immediately prior to petal drop—plan view—reverse;

FIG. 10 illustrates a specimen of a floral stem with
open blossoms;.

- FIG. 11 illustrates a specimen of a floral receptacle
showing the arrangement of the stamens and pistils;

FIG. 12 illustrates a specimen of a floral receptacle
showing the arrangement of the pistils (sepals and sta-
mens removed);

FIG. 13 illustrates a specimen of a main stem;

FIG. 14 illustrates a specimen of a young flowering
stem;

FIG. 185 illustrates a swcunen of a leaf with three
leaflets seen from above;

FIG. 16 illustrates a specimen of a leaf with five lea-
flets—under surface;

FI1G. 17 illustrates a specimen of a leaf with seven
leaflets—upper surface; and

FIG. 18 illustrates a leaf with nine leaflets—upper
surface.

It should be understood that the blossom coloration
of the new variety is more accurately identified hereaf-
ter by reference to The R.H.S. Colour Chart than as
illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 10.

FI1G. 19 illustrates typical blossoms of the new vari-
ety in which the coloration is more accurately depicted
than in FIGS. 6 and 10. On the top row of FIG. 19, the
reverse side of typical fully open blossoms is illustrated.
On the middle row of FIG. 19, the obverse side of
typical fully open blossoms is illustrated. On the bottom
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row of FIG. 19, the obverse side of typical fully open

blossoms is illustrated immediately prior to petal drop.
The plants which produced the blossoms of FIG. 19
were grown outdoors at West Grove, Pa. during the
summer.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The chart used in the identification of the colors is
that of The Royal Horticultural Society (R.H.S. Colour
Chart). The terminology preceding the numbered refer-
ences has been added to designate in common terms the
corresponding colors. The rose plants of the new vari-
ety described herein were grown in Southern France on
Rosa froebeli rootstock and were observed during June.

Class: Shrub.
Plant:

Height. —Approximately 1.45 m. on average.

Width. —Approximately 1.70 m. on average.

Habit. —Weepmg

Branches:

Color.—Young stems: light green, Yellow-Green
Group 143C. Mature wood: light green, Yellow-
Green Group 143C.

Thorns.—Shape: Upper edge: straight and very
thin, lightly inflected toward the base. Lower
edge: slightly concave. Size: small. Quantity: few
tc moderate.

Leaves:

Stipules. --—Largc and linear.

Petioles. —Upper side: reddish brown on young
foliage and light green on adult foliage. Under
side: light green with several small thorns.

Leaflets.—Number: rarely 3, 5 and 7 (most often),
and sometimes 9. Form: lanceolate. Serration:
simple and regular. Texture: rough. General
effect: foliage is very dense, ample, small and
glossy. Color: young foliage: Upper surface:
light green, Yellow-Green Group 144A. Under
surface: light green, Yellow-Green Group 144C.
Color: adult foliage: Upper surface: medium
green, Yellow-Green Group 137B. Under sur-
face: medium green, a little hghter than Yellow-
Green Group 137D.

Inflorescence:

Number of flowers.—Clusters of approximately 22
to 27 flowers commonly are disposed on a single
stem.

Peduncle.—Straight, rigid, and commonly has a
length of approximately 1.9 cm. on average.

Sepals. —Upper surface: tomentose, greenish in
coloration. Under surface: light green.

Bud. —Shape: ovate. Length: approximately 0.9
cm. on average. Size: small. Color: when open-
ing: Upper surface: geranium pink, Red Group
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43C, on the internal petals, and changing to gera-
nium pink, Red Group 43D, on the external
petals. Under surface: whitish and lightly tinted
with fuchsia.

Flower.—Form: fully double, approximately 20 to
22 petals per blossom on the average not count-
ing any small petals at the center which are less
than one-half the size of the larger petals, initially
fairly globular in configuration, but changes
rapidly to a relatively flat configuration as the
flower matures. Diameter: Approximately 3.7
cm. on average. Color: when opening begins:
Upper surface: geranium pink, Red Group 43C,
on the internal and external petals. Under sur-
face: whitish and lightly tinted with fuchsia.
Color: in course of opening: Upper surface: em-
pire rose, Red Group 48C, lightly shaded with
geranium pink, Red Group 43C, on the margin
of the internal petals. Under surface: whitish and
lightly tinted with fuchsia. Color: at end of open-
ing: Upper surface: empire rose, Red Group
48D, more or less shaded with light empire rose,
Red Group 48C on the margins of the petals.
Under surface: whitish and lightly tinted with
fuchsia. Fragrance: none. Lasting quality: long.
Stamens: Number: approximately 120 on aver-
age. Anthers: normal and straw yellow in color-
ation. Pistils: Number: very difficult to count.
Stigmas: greenish in coloration. Styles: very
short and very close together, greenish in color-
ation. Receptacle: light green.

Development: |

Vegetation.—Very vigorous.

Flowering aptitute.—Very abundant in spring on
plants of two years old or more.

Resistance to frost. —Very good.

Resistance to disease.—Excellent.

I claim:

1. A new and distinct variety of rose plant of the
Shrub Class which possesses the following combination
of characteristics: |

(a) forms in abundance during the springtime on two

year old wood small double blossoms which are
empire rose shaded with geranium pink in color-
ation and which tend to be borne in clusters along
the length of the stem,

(b) forms vigorous vegetation,

(c) exhibits a weeping or semi-pendulous growth

habit,

(d) exhibits very good hardiness, and

(e) exhibits excellent disease resistance, substantially

as herein shown and described.
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