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157] ABSTRACT

A new variety of spray carnation distinguished by its
small, dark pink blooms which are produced profusely
with a recurrent year around blooming habit on a tall
plant having a strong, vigorous and upright growth
habit with above average quantity of foliage, the flower
petals being of monochrome coloration with the excep-
tion of a lightening of the color at the very edges of the
petals.

1 Drawing Figure
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This spray carnation cultivar was developed by us
during the course of breeding efforts carried on at lLa
I.onde, Les Maures, Var., France, since about 1977,
with the object of producing a new variety in the pink
color range producing flowers of good quality and
attractive coloration suitable for large scale greenhouse
culture. The new plant originated as a seedling resulting
from our crossing of selected varieties from breeding
stock maintained by us at our laboratories at La Londe
and this seedling was selected for propagation and test
because of the very nice shape and coloration of its

blooms. Original propagation of this new seedling, by

means of cuttings from the parent plant, was done at our
La Londe laboratory and then carried on through sev-
eral successive generations which demonstrated that
the novel characteristics of the new plant hold true

from generation to generation and appear to be firmly
fixed.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

Our new variety of spray carnation i1s illustrated by
the accompanying photographic drawing, which shows
a typical stem of this variety in full color showing buds
in various stages of opening and a fully developed
bloom, the colors shown being as nearly true as it is
‘possible to reasonably obtain by conventional photo-
graphic procedures.

DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW PLANT

The following is a detailed description of our new
carnation cultivar based upon observations of plants
grown at La Londe in the late Fall of 1983, the color
designations being according to The R.H.S. Colour
Chart published by The Royal Horticultural Society of
London, England. |

THE PLANT
Origin: Seedling.
Parentage:
Seed parent.—Stock Variety No. 73 MV 7 (unpat-
ented);

Pollen parent.—Stock Variety No. 72 MR 3 (unpat-
ented); these unnamed varieties being individu-
ally identified in our permanent records and
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maintained for breeding purposes 1n our carna-
tion collection at L.a L.onde. |
Classification:
Botanic.—Dianthus caryophylius L.
Commercial. —Spray carnation.
Form: Bush of erect shape with at least four stems emit-
ted near the ground.
Height: About 96 cm. in average.

- Growth: Vigorous, upright and rather rigid in strength.

Branching character: The spray s racemose, each stem
bearing 4 or 5 secondary branches (pedicels) which
may bear one or more supplementary branches.

Foliage:

Quantity.—Medium with at least 120 leaves.

Leaf size.—About 11 cm. long and about 1.2 cm.
wide.

Leaf shape.—Amplexicaul and elongate with acu-
minate apex, taken at the seventh node and hav-
ing a margin that is sometimes very slightly
curved. |

Texture.—Leathery.

Ribs, veins and rachis.—Hardly noticeable.

Color.—Upper side — 189A-B. Under side —
189A-B.

THE BUD

Shape: Somewhat cylindrical.
Size: Medium.
Diameter.—About 1.1 cm. in average.
Length.—About 2.6 cm. in average.
Color of petals:
When sepals first divide.—68B with 68C at the petal
edges.
When petals begin to unfurl. —68B with 68C at the
edge.
Sepals:
Number.—Mostly five and hooded over the bud.
Shape.—Joined at the lower part and sharply
pointed at the apex.
Character.—The sepals stand up when the flowers
open.
Color.—Outside — 138B and 145B with longitudi-
nal striae.
Calyx:
Shape.—Long.
Aspect.—Smooth.
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Splitting. —The calyx does not split.
THE FLOWER

Blooming habit: Recurrent, blooming profusely the

3

year around with a tendency to give fewer blooms in

- the Fall.
Size of bloom: Small, averaging about 5 cm. in diameter

- and about 4.5 cm. in depth.

Borne: In clusters.

Shape: -

- When bloom first opens. —High centered

When bloom matures. -——Deme-shaped

- Petalage:

Number of petals. —*About 34 in average.,

Arrangement.—Imbricated. .

Form.—Fan-shaped with rounded edges and ser-.
rated at the apex margin.

Texture.—Soft.

Appearance.—Satiny.

Color.—OQuter Petals: Body — 65A and 65B at the
edge. Base — Greenish yellow. Reverse side —
65A and 65C at the edge. Inside Petals: Body —
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. 4
65A and 65C at the edge. Base — Greenish yel-
low. Reverse side — 65A and 65C at the edge.
Fragrance: Rather strong.
Persistence: The petals hang on and dry
Lasting quality:
AS a cut flower for vase keepmg —At least ten days.

REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS

Stamens: | |
- Number.—14 to 23 arranged around the ovary
Anthers.—About 4 mm. long. Color: Whitish.
Filaments.—Color: Whitish.
Pistils: Usually two in number
Styles:
 Color.—Whitish.

Stigmas:

Color.—Whitish. -
Character of ovaries: Small and ribbed.

We claim:

1. The new and distinct variety of spray carﬁatlen |

substantlally as herein shown and described, character-

ized in particular by its small well shaped ﬂowers of .

dark pink coloration. |
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