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[57] ABSTRACT

A new carnation cultivar distinguished by its large cy-
clamen-pink flowers of the double type borne singly on
long, slender stems of optimal elasticity, good endur-
ance as a cut flower and suitability for shipment, and
particularly well suited to commercial cultivation for
the production of cut flowers under normal, protected
growing conditions.

1 Drawing Figure

1
BACKGROUND OF THE NEW PLANT

This new carnation variety was originated in 1979 at
my breeding establishment in San Remo, Italy, and
resulted from my crossing an unnamed variety, identi-
fied in my records under U.S. Plant Pat. No. 9,113, as
the seed parent, with the variety known as “Manon”, as
the pollen parent; the seed parent being of a cyclamen-
pink color. The object of this crossing was to produce
an improved red carnation variety with better cut
flower endurance, particularly for commercial ship-
ment. This objective is believed to have been accom-
plished 1n the products of this seedling. Reproduction of
this seedling, by means of cuttings from the mother
plant, was carried on under my direction at my propa-
gation facilities 1n San Remo through many successive
generations and this demonstrated conclusively that the
novel characteristics of this new variety would hold

true from generation to generation and appeared to be
firmly fixed.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

My new carnation cultivar 1s illustrated by the ac-
companying full color photographic drawing, which
shows the inflorescence of a fully grown plant, the view
including buds in various stages of opening, as well as a
fully opened flower, together with specimens of the
stems, both pinched and unpinched, and the flower
petals, the color rendition being as nearly true as it 1s
reasonably possible to obtain by means of conventional
photographic procedures from specimens arranged as
shown.

DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW PLANT

The following is a detailed description of my new
carnation cultivar based upon observation of plants
grown under conventional greenhouse procedure, the
color designations being according to The R.H.S. Col-
our Chart published by The Royal Horticultural Soci-
ety of London, England.

THE PLANT

Origin: Seedling.
Parentage:
Seed parent.—An unnamed variety identified in my

records as U.S. Plant Pat. No. 9,113.
FPollen parent.—The variety known as “Manon”.

10

15

20

25

30

35

45

2

Classification:

Botanic.—Dianthus caryophyllius.
Commercial. —Greenhouse carnation.

Form: Herbaceous bush with long stems having seven
internodes visible immediately under the flower.

Growth: Vigorous and upright with slender stems of
optimal elasticity.

Branching: Medium. The original shoot is pinched at
about 10 or 12 cm. from the base, after reading a
height of about 30 cm., tp produce 3 or 4 shoots or
individual stems which grow rapidly and produce
branches which form flower stems of considerable
length. The individual stem growing from the base of
the plant and any of its branches may be pruned ac-
cording to the desired length of the stem for the ter-
minal flower.

Foliage:

Quantity.—Moderate or sparse on all flowering
stems.

Leaf size. —Medium.

Leaf shape.—Linear,
breadth.

Texture.—Smooth.

Color.—Green.

of medium length and

THE BUD

Size: Medium.
Shape:
Before sepals divide.—Ovoid.
As color appears.—Cylindrical.
Sepals:
- Condition.—Upstanding.
Color.—Inside adjacent the tips — A faint pink.
Calyx:
Size. —Medium.
Shape.—Bell-shaped.
Aspect.—Smooth.
Outer calyx: Almost always formed from four bracts.
Stems: Slender and of optimum elasticity.
Length.—Long.
Color.—Medium green.

THE FLOWER

Blooming habit: Continuous.

Size of bloom: Large.

Type: Double.

Borne: Singly on long, upright stems.
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Shape in full bloom: Symmetrical with cupule slightly

flattened 1n center.
Petalage:
Number of petals.—From 40 to 80.
Arrangement.—Generally imbricated. 5
Shape.—Generally fan-shaped with incised mar-
gins.

Color.—Cardinal Red, R.H.S. 52B.
Color distribution.—Monochrome.
Texture.—Soft. 10
Appearance.—Velvety.
Fragrance.—Faint.
Persistence.—The petals hang on and dry.
Lasting quality: Good as a cut flower and with good
stability for shipment. 15

REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS

Androecium: Absent during the winter period.

Stamens:
Number.—T or 8. 20
Anthers.—Size: Normal. Color: White.
Filamenits.—Length: 1.5 to 2 cm. Color: White.
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4
Polien.—Color: White.
Pistils:
Number.—2 to 4.
Styles.—Length: Medium. Color: Red.

Stigma.—Color: Pink.
Ovaries: Ribbed.

This new carnation variety is particularly distin-
guished from other commercially available varieties by
its more brilliant chromatic hue and by the extraordi-
nary shape of its petals, which features particularly
distinguish the present variety from the known variety
“San Giorglo” which the present variety most nearly
resembiles.

I claim:

1. A new and distinct carnation variety, substantially
as herein shown and described, characterized by the
bnight red coloration of its blooms and the deeply in-
cised margins of the flower petals, the flowers being of
the double type and borne singly on slender, erect

stems.
e 3 b3 S L
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