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The present invention relates to a new and distinct
variety of Senecio mikanioides, commonly known as the
German Ivy plant, which is a bushy herbaceous plant,
In time climbing, with glossy fresh green, ivy-shaped,
lobed leaves rather soft-fleshly and producing fragrant
yellow disk flowers. The new and distinct variety was
discovered as a mutation of Senecio mikanioides and has
been named the German Ivy Plant ‘Morrison’s Varie-
gated’.

At the time of his discovery, the inventor was in-
specting a group of hanging basket stock plants prior to
removing cuttings for the purpose of propagation. Dur-
ing the inspection the inventor’s attention was directed
to a particular Senecio mikanioides plant. Upon closer
inspection, the inventor discovered a single mutation
growing from the center of the plant. The mutation
consisted of a normal appearing stem approximately
eight centimeters in length and bearing a number of
variegated leaves which were quite different in appear-
ance from the other leaves on the plant as well as differ-
ent 1n appearance from the leaves which the inventor
had seen on other Senecio mikanioides plants. In particu-
lar the variegated leaves were of the green color which
1s characteristic of the Senecio mikanioides variety with
lighter shades of green radiating out in smaller, irregu-
lar areas and boardered on the edges by a cream color
In an uneven pattern. With the exception of this muta-
tion, the plant was typical of the Senecio mikanioides
variety with green, ivy-shaped lobed leaves.

Upon the discovery of this new and distinct variety,
the inventor immediately segregated it from the other
plants, all of which were growing in a greenhouse that
was located on the inventor’s property in Forest Hill,
La. After a period of observation, allowing for further
growth, a tip cutting bearing a few variegated leaves
was removed from the plant and inserted in a growing
medium for the purpose of propagation. The result of
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this initial asexual reproduction of the mutation was 40

successful and was followed by the removal of other
cuttings as growth permitted. The inventor continued
to use this method of asexual reproduction on the prog-
eny of the original tip cutting. This resulted in numer-
ous generations being successfully propagated all bear-

mikanioides variety. The inventor has observed, how-
ever the infrequent appearance of a single shoot with
solid green leaves on a plant which otherwise is covered
with variegated leaves. Asexual reproduction of these
occasionally appearing shoots with green leaves results
in plants with green leaves. These green leaf plants are
twining in nature and often grow to a length of three
meters at maturity. No detrimental affect has been ob-
served on the variegation of leaves on the plants which
occasionally produce a shoot with green leaves.

This new and distinct variety, named German Ivy
Plant ‘Morrison’s Variegated’ was not previously
known to the inventor who, after numerous genera-
tions, has found this variegated variety to be stable and
has observed that all reproductions run true to the origi-
nal variegated mutation in all distinguishing characteris-
tics.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING

The accompanying drawing serves, by photographic
means, to 1illustrate the distinct colors of the variegated
leaves of this new plant variety. The color photograph
shows a top view of a potted arrangement of this pres-
ent invention, Geman Ivy Plant ‘Morrison’s Varie-
gated’.

BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION OF PLANT

The botanical details of this new and distinct variety
of Senecio mikanioides as observed by the inventor
under daylight conditions of specimen plants grown at
his nursery in Forest Hill, La. with color definitions
(except those in common color terms) referenced to
Maerz and Paul Dictionary of Color (Second Edition)
are as follows:

Name: German Ivy Plant ‘Morrison’s Variegated’.
Origin: A vegetative mutation on a plant of the Senecio
Mikanioides variety.
Classification:
A. Botanic.—Compositae family.
B. Commercial.—Foliage plant.
C. General —Herbaceous perennial.



Plant 5,571

3

Form: Semi erect, freely branching, trailing and cascad-
Ing in time as a hanging basket or pot plant. Sprawl-
ing plant with creeping stems which root at the
nodes, procumbent in habit as a ground cover.

Growth: Vigorous, self-branching, preferring cooler to
moderate temperature for optimum growth.

Leatf:

A. Shape.—OQOvate, acuminate tip, cordate base.
B. Texture.—Glabrous, thin, soft and fleshly.
C. Margin.—Pedately lobed.

D. Arrangement.— Alternate.

E. Venation.—Palmate.

F. Attachment.—Stalked.

G. Size—4 cm to 5 cm wide, 4 cm to 5 cm long.

4

H. Color.—Variegated pattern of colors with leaf

center predominately deep green, plate 22/J5,

J8, blending into smaller areas of grayish green,

plate 22/D1, H4, boardered by irregular areas of

5 creamy white, plate 18/E1, G2, extending to the
margins. When subjected to full sunlight for a
prolonged period of time, the creamy white

areas occasionally turn red, purple, plate 41/L7,
L10.

10 Inflorescense: None produced.

[ claim:
1. A new and distinct variety of Senecio mikanioides

substantially as described and illustrated.
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