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DESCRIPTION our Ltd. in collaboration with The Royal Horticultural

This invention relates to a new and distinct variety of
avocado tree designated as ‘Gwen’ and tested as selec-
tion T225.

‘Gwen’ 18 a “grandchild” of ‘Hass’ and has been prop-
agated asexually by T-budding, whip-grafting, saddle-
grafting and saw-kerf grafting at the University of Cali-
fornia, Riverside and South Coast Field Station facili-

ties n Southern California where the variety has been
tested.

In the drawing:

FIG. 1 shows typical fruiting characteristics of the
tree.

FIG. 2 shows the heavy fruit-set ability typical of the
tree.

‘Gwen’ has two primary characteristics which distin-
guish 1t. It is a much smaller tree than ‘Hass’ resulting in
smaller picking costs and its production per acre is
about twice as great as ‘Hass’ based upon the perfor-
mance of several trees tested over several years in both
test areas.

No resistance of ‘Gwen’ is known to the few insects
which are rarely a problem to avocado trees, nor to
Verticilllum wilt, the Black-streak disease or the Sun-
blotch viroid. Resistance to Phytophthora is a property
of the rootstock and not the scion top. In resistance to
the physiological disease of freezing injury, ‘Gwen’
rates “tender” and is about comparable to the ‘Hass’
standard.

It 1s impossible to assign very meaningful distinctions
of the new variety based upon color. With reference to
the Horticultural Colour Charts (issued by Wilson Col-
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Society) typically ‘Gwen’ has the background skin
color Spinach Green 0960 (Repertoire, Vert Epinard
270/4). The basic green skin color not only varies of
itself but is flecked with numerous tiny islands of vary-
ing yellowish shades. Moreover, the two halves of the
fruit usually differ in average color. Each average color
differs according to the time of fruit-set (which may
vary widely on a tree), the degree of maturity, geo-
graphic location, and possibly other factors. Neverthe-
less, the above-identified is the most consistent color
skin of the fruit of this variety.

TREES AND FOLIAGE

‘Gwern’, as in the case of most avocado cultivars, does
not have distinctive foliage and cannot consistently be
distinguished from ‘Hass’ on the basis of leaf, flower, or
limb traits. In tree form ‘Gwen’ is moderately upright,
short, small and slim. Leaves are rather like ‘Hass’ and
the tree has moderate vigor.

FRUIT

Ovate; about 250 grams (similar to ‘Hass’) fine-speck-
led roughness; almost no russeting, even past maturity.
Flesh about like ‘Hass’; flavor even richer than ‘Hass’;
seed averages larger than ‘Hass’. Production is consis-
tently heavy with exceptionally little alternation. The
season 1s about March through September.

I claim:

1. The new and distinct varity of avocado tree herein
described and illustrated and identified by the charac-

teristics enumerated above.
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