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[571 ABSTRACT

A new and distinct variety of Hybrid Tea rose plant is
provided which is particularly suited for forcing in
greenhouses to produce in a relatively rapid flower
cycle long lasting highly attractive vellow flowers. The
cut buds of the new variety open consistently and uni-
formly when placed in water. Also, the new variety
exhibits above-average resistance to diseases which
commonly afflict yellow-flowering roses.

18 Drawing Figures

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The object of the present invention is to provide a .

new variety of rose plant of the Hybrid Tea Class which
is distinguished from prior varieties by the following
combination of characteristics:

(a) an erect growth habit,

(b) the abundant formation of attractive long lasting
and relatively non-fading yellow flowers in a rapid
flower cycle,

(c) the ability of the cut buds to open consistently and
uniformly, and

(d) above-average resistance to diseases which com-
monly afflict yellow-flowering roses.

In view of these characteristics the new variety meets
the needs of the horticultural industry, and particularly
1s suited for forcing in greenhouses to produce cut flow-
ers.

The new variety was created by artificial pollination
whereby two parents which previously had been stud-
1ed for the possession of the characteristics sought in the
new variety were produced and combined.

The seed parent of the new variety resulted from the
crossing of an unnamed variety (formed by the crossing
of the Meialfi variety with an unnamed variety formed
by the crossing of the Meger variety and the Meban
variety) with the Golden Garnette variety (U.S. Plant
Pat. No. 1,898). The pollen parent was an unnamed
variety.

The parentage of the new variety may be expressed as
follows:

[[Meialfi X (Meger X Meban)] X Golden
Garnette] X Unnamed Variety

Selective study resulted in the identification of a single
plant of the new variety. Extensive testing has con-
firmed the behavior and characteristics of the new vari-
ely.

The characteristics and properties of the new variety
have been found to be transmissible by vegetative prop-
agation, 1.e. by grafting an eve.

The rose plant of the new variety has been named the
Meirobidor varnety.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH

The accompanying photograph shows as nearly true
as it 1s reasonably possible to make the same in a color
illustration of this character, typical specimens of plant
parts from two year old plants cultivated in greenhouses
during March at Cannet des Maures, Var, France illus-
trated 1n:

FIG. 1—a spectmen of a young shoot;

FIG. 2—a specimen of a bud prior to the opening of
the sepals; | |

F1G. 3—a specimen of a bud immediately after the
opening of the sepals; |

FI1G. 4—a spectmen of a bud as the petals begin to
open;

F1G. §—a specimen of a flower in the course of open-
mg;

F1G. 6—a specimen of a flower when fully open;

F1G. 7—a specimen of a flower when fully open—-
plan view—obverse;

FIG. 8—a specimen of a flower when fully open—-
plan view—reverse;

FIG. 9—a specimen of a fully open flower immedi-
ately prior to petal drop—plan view-—obverse;

FIG. 10—a specimen of a fully open flower immedi-
ately prior to petal drop—plan view—reverse;

FI1G. 11—a specimen of a receptacle showing the
arrangement of the stamens;

FiG. 12—a specimen of a recepiacle showing the
arrangement of the pistils (stamens removed);

FIG. 13—a specimen of a main branch;

FI1G. 14—a specimen of a young flowering stem;

F1G. 15—a specimen of a leaf with three leaflets—up-
per surface;

FIG. 16—a specimen of a leaf with three leafiet-
s—under surface;

FI1G. 17—a specimen of a leaf with five leaflets—up-
per surface; and

FI1G. 18—a specimen of a leaf with seven leaflet-
s—upper surface.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The plants described were grown under glass during
March at Cannet des Maures, Var, France.
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The chart utilized in the identification of the colors is
that of The Royal Horticultural Society (R.H.S. Colour

Chart). The terminology preceding the numbered refer-
ences to this chart has been added to designate in com-
mon terms the corresponding colors. |

Class: Hybrid Tea.
Plant: - .
Height.—Approximately 1.35 to 1.45 m. When

cutting back to a height of approximately 0.85 m.

in a greenhouse, cut flower bearing stems of

approximately 0.5 to 0.6 m. may be obtained.
Bearing.—Erect.
Branches:

Color.—Young stems: bronze green 146A (Yellow-
Green Group) with reddish shading. Mature
wood: bronze green 146A (yellow-Green
Group). |

Thorns.—Shape: upper edge: straight, slender,
slightly inflected towards the base. Lower edge:
concave. Base: obovale. Color: reddish on young

stems changing to Havana brown on mature
wood.

Foliage: |

Leaflets.—Number: commonly 3, 5, or 7. Size: me-
dium. General appearance: semi-dull, fairly
dense. Color: young foliage: dark green 147A
(Yellow-Green Group). Color: mature foliage:
dark green 147A (Yellow-Green Group).

Flowers:

Number of flowers.—Commonly one per stem;
however, under forced conditions the first two
auxiliary eyes under the initial flower sometimes
also blossom.

Buds.—Length: medium. Shape: oblong.

Flower.—Form: double. Diameter: 13.5 cm. on
average.
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Fragrance.—Lacking.

Lasting quality.—1ong.

Petals.—Number: 25 on average. Shape: rounded
and slightly flattened. |
Color when first opening.—Qutside surface: lemon
yellow 14B (Yellow-Orange Group) flushed
with 16A (Yellow-Orange Group) on the edges.
Inner surface: 14A (Yellow-Orange Group) and
edged with a fine border of 16A (Yellow-Orange

Group). |

Color when fully open.—Qutside surface: straw yel-
low 14C (Yellow-Orange Group) more or less
flushed with 16C (Yellow-Orange Group) on the
edges. Inner surface: lemon yellow 14B (Yellow-
Orange Group) very slightly flushed with a fine
border of 16B (Yellow-Orange Group).

Color immediately prior to petal drop.—QOuter sur- |

face: 12C (Yellow Group) more or less flushed
with 16D (Yellow-Orange Group) on the edges.
Inner surface: 12B (Yellow Group) more or less

flushed with 16C (Yellow-Orange Group) on the
edges.

Occasionally a slight discoloration is observed on the
edges of the petals particularly if the plant is grown
under low temperature and low light conditions.

I claim:

1. A new and distinct variety of Hybrid Tea rose
plant which is particularly suited for forcing in green-
houses, substantially as illustrated and described, char-
acterized by an erect growth habit, the abundant forma-

tion of attractive long lasting and relatively non-fading

yellow flowers in a rapid flower cycle, the ability of the
cut buds to open consistently and uniformly, and above-

average resistance to diseases which commonly afflict

yellow-flowering roses.
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