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(57} ABSTRACT

A new and distinct variéiy of the Callissia family char-
acterized by the pink coloration of leaves and stems.
The leaves on each plant are either solid pink in color or

- variegated with alternating pink and green regions, or
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BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct
‘variety of the Callissia family which was discovered by
the inventors in a greenhouse on their nursery property
in the vicinity of Venice, Fla. The new and distinct
- variety was discovered as a mutation of Callissia repens

and has been named the Callissia repens (cv) Pink Lady

by the inventors.
- At the time of their discovery, the inventors were
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- commercially growing a block of Callissia repens in a

greenhouse on their nursery property. In the course of
~ 'those growing operations, the attention of the inventors

‘was attracted to one particular plant in the block which
bore a mutant leaf quite different in appearance from the
other leaves on the plant, as well as on all other plants
- 1n the block, and unlike the leaves which they had seen

‘this particular plant, the inventors observed that the
mutant leaf was variegated. In particular, the mutant

" leaf was of the green color which is characteristic of

Callissia vanieties with a plurality of parallel markings

of a distinctive pink hue. The appearance of the mutant

leaf was particularly striking inasmuch as it had sported
- and was growing from a stem having normal, solid

green Callissia repens leaves growing immediately
_ above and below the mutant leaf.

The inventors took immediate steps to preserve the
‘mutation which they had discovered and to keep it
under close observation. Shortly after its discovery,
single eye cutting was taken from the mutant leaf and
propagated. The results of this initial asexual reproduc-
tion of the mutation were very pleasantly surprising.

15

- on other Callissia varieties. Upon close inspection of -
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both. Upon first seeing the plant, one is given the im-

~pression that its stem is covered with small pink flowers.

The plant is particularly striking when contrasted with
the normal green color of Callissia repens.

3 Drawing Figures
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from the original mutant leaf by propagating tip cut-

" tings, including removal and rooting of terminal shoots
“having three or more leaves, and single eye cuttings.
Furthermore, the inventors are using both of these

methods to reproduce the progeny of these plantsona
continuing basis. After several generations, the inven-
tors have observed that the progeny of plants having
solid green leaves have solid green leaves characteristic
of Callissia repens. On the other hand the progeny of
plants having either solid pink leaves or variegated
leaves, or both, have either solid pink leaves or varie-
gated leaves, or both. |
Continued observation and testmg of the progeny of
plants having either solid pink leaves or variegated
leaves, or both, have convinced the inventors that such

plants represent a new and improved variety which is

distinctly different from the parent vanety, Callissia
repens. The inventors have observed, however, that
while propagation of cuttings from plants having solid
pink leaves is possible, it 1s exceedingly difficult to ac-
complish. On the other hand, propagation of cuttings
from plants having variegated leaves for asexual repro-

~ duction of plants having either solid pink leaves or
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While some of the newly prOpagated plants had leaves

which were essentially identical in appearance to the
original mutant leaf, other of the plants had leaves with

slightly different patterns of variegation, including vari-

ations in the number, size, spacing and hue of the pink
markings. Also, some of the plants had leaves which
were not variegated at all, but were either the normal,
solid green color characternistic of Callissia repens or one
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of several different shades of pink. In general, the solid

green leaves weare growing from green stems and the
solid pink leaves and variegated leaves were growing
from pink stems.

The inventors asexually reproduced the plants which
they obtained b propagation of the single eye cutting
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variegated leaves, or both, has proved to be a relatively
simple task. For these reasons, the inventors do not
routinely attempt to propagate cuttings from plants
having solid pink leaves only. Subsequent propagation
of the single eye cutting taken from the original mutant
leaf, the inventors have not observed any entire plant
reversions to the normal, solid green color characteris-
tic of Callissia repens for plants propagated from cut-
tings taken from either a variegated or a solid pink
portion of a plant of this new and distinct variety. The
new and distinct variety displays leaves having a broad
range Of pink hues. A Callissia repens plant having such
characteristics was not previously known to the inven-
tors. The inventors have appropriately named this vari-
ety the Callissia repens (cv) Pink Lady. The first impres-
sion had by most persons who view the plant is that its
stem 1s covered with small pink flowers notwithstand-
ing that the new and improved variety has not pro-
duced flowers. This impression is accentuated when
plants of Callissia repens (cv) Pink Lady are grown

inferdispersed in a block containing normal solid green
Callissia repens.



| The plant of Calhssta repen.s (cv) Pmk Lady isa rapld
' -i: o grower Under normal greenhouse conditions in the

Plant 4 818

ffl',j.':f: ~ vicinity of Vemce, Fla., a well developed young plant ;*

- .can be grown from a tip cuttmg within eight to ten . B
ij-.weeks The plant is vigorous, compact and self-branch-

'. "~ ing. And, it has retained its distinctive charactenstlcs'

th_rough successive asexual reproductron

PR DESCRIPTION or DRAWINGS

vanety, wherern

FIG lisa color photograph showmg three plants of | |

'. - the new and drstlnct variety of the present invention,

o Callrma repens (cv) Pink Lady, in close proximity to a 15 ’ .

f;_...;jROYal Hortrcultul‘al Soclety Colour Chart (London, |

potted arrangement of growing plants of the Callissia -

mg plants of the Callissia repens variety. -

lj - FIG. 31 isa color photograph showmg the top of the
i potted arrangement shown in FIG. 2. S
L DETAILED PLANT DESCRIPTION

A The followmg isa detatled descnptlon of the new and
L jdlstmct Callissia varrety discovered by the inventors, as

B  based on ‘observations under daylight illumination of
;'__:jl 000: foot-candles of specimen plants grown at their

' nursery in the vicinity of Venice, Fla., with color termi-

FIG 2 isa color photograph showmg one side. of a . o

o .frepens (cv) Pink Lady variety interdispersed wrth grow- - 20 -

Growth Vrgorous self—branehlng
Leaf -

i RE

AN A. Shape —Ovate, acute or acumtnate subcordate

at sessile base.

- B. Texture.—Glabrous, succulent
" C. Margin.—Entire. | .

. D. Arrangement. -—Altemate '
-E. Venation. ——Parallel and obscure

PR - F. Attachment. —Sessrle sheaths usually glabrous S
L The accompanymg drawmgs serve, by color photo- o |
- *i” graphrc means, to ﬂ]ustrate the new and dlstlnct plant R e
s . | _ . H. Color.—1. General — prominent albino areas
- which upon exposure to sufficient sunlight (1,000~ -~ -
' foot-candles) are in color of red hues and which .~

~ 'comprise either the entire leaf or are separated = -~ .~
- longitudinally by intervening. chlorophyllous -~ .
- areas. 2. Albino areas (top) — predommately red -

. " group 56A, B. 3. Albino areas (bottom) — pre- . . - -
- ... dominately red, purple 68B when subjected to. - . -
" 1,000 foot-candles of sunlight for a prolonged SIS

“villous-ciliate. - |
 G.Size—lcmto 1.5 cmwrde, 1 cmto 1.5 cmlong .

. penod of time. 4. Chlorophyllous areas (top) —

o .. Breen group. 137A, B. 5. Chlorophyllous areas SRR
" (bottom) — similar to the top with diffuse purple;-:.;_ T U
o strlatrons of the purple-vrolet group BOA e T

25 - +

Stem - __
o A Genercl. —Slender, prostrate elongate

'- . B. Texture.—Succulent, glabrous

30;' .

‘nology in accordance with the Royal Horticultural. ?.':

- Society Colour Chart (London, 1966), except where .
. general color terms of ordlnary dtctmnary srgmﬁcance:-.::. o

S 35: -

o b _are obvmus

Narne Cal'lmrc repens (cv) Plnk Lady

'f-?if_Ongln A vegetative leaf mutatlon on a plant of the-

-+ . Callissia re'pen.r varlety
S "_"'.ff".ﬁClassrﬁcatron L TR T
e A Borame. —Commehaceae famrly
"B. Commercial. -—-Follage plant. -
-.C. General —Herbaceous perenmal

-f.?.-Form Compact, cascading, as a basket or pot plant

Creepmg, Sprawlmg, formmg a mat as a ground
cover I LT |

45

- C. Arrangement.—Alternate or- srmple
- ' D. Shape.—Circular in cross section. .
 E. Diameter.—1 mmto L5mm. .- - .~
- . ~F. Internodal length.—0.5 cm to l cm at 1 000 foot— .
. ...candles of sunlight.

dles of sunhght

stnatlons of the purple-vrolet group SOA

Inforescense None produced

We claun

1. A new and. drstmct vanety of Callrssra plant sub-
stantlally as described and illustrated, characterlzed e
_ particularly as to novelty by its solrd plnk leavos vane-,};_-; o e o

gated leaves and pmk stems. -

. ~ . . - - ' .
. - . . - - st - ) ' . .
' .t . - . S N - .
. : . . . . - e - R -
- - - -
- H . ' . . . - '
. * . * . - LI . . .- . . . e . ) ' ' ' !
- * .. * : . . LI . - - ' ' ' [ '
- . [ o B O . =, ' . .
- - B . '
. . . . .. ' " 1 a =
. 1.
- r ' . . . - . . ' '
A - - ' ' '

o ;G ‘Color.—Variable in accordance wrth leaf albt-{:; = .
“noism from the red-purple group 72A, Btothe .
. greyed-purple group ISSA B at 1000 foot-can-: DR
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