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BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION -

- The present invention relates to a new and distinct
cultivar of Crossandra infundibuliformis which was dis-
covered by me in the greenhouse of Green World in
Red Springs, N.C. and which has been given the name
“Diane”. |

At the time of discovery of the present invention, my
attention was drawn to a particular plant grown from
seed by myself which was quite different from the other

crossandra seedlings by virtue of its rounded, thicker

leaves and a more robust habit of growth. As this dis-
tinctively different plant grew to blooming size, 1 then
noticed that it also produced flowers which were strik-
ingly distinctive from those of the other crossandra
- plants, the flowers of “Diane” having noticeably larger
and also more rounded petals and a distinctive color
which was a darker, richer shade of salmon orange than
that of the common variety. The flowers also exhibited
noticeably larger yellow eye spots on the petals.
When I first began to asexually reproduce this plant,
however, 1 noticed that as many times as not the new
variety reverted to the older form. This is referred to in
scientific terms as a mericlinal chimera. It took approxi-

mately two years of repeatedly taking cuttings from the
original “Diane” before I was able to obtain a stable

form of the new variety. Since the first stable form was
obtained, I have successfully asexually propagated
approximately 15 generations of “Diane” all of which

have shown the aforementioned distinctive features.
The success in stabilizing the new form indicates the

characteristics and distinctions are fixed and established
and come through succeeding propagations.

DRAWINGS

The accompanying color photographic reproduc-
tions show typical speciments of my new cuitivar
“Diane”, wherein:

FIG. 1 1s a view of a single, typical specimen of the
new variety “Diane’;

FIG. 2 1s a close view of a typical flower of a typical
specimen of the new cultivar *Diane”; and
FIG. 3 is a close view of the eyespot of a typical

flower of a typical specimen of the new cultivar
“Diane”.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Name: Crossandra infundibuliformis “Diane”

Parentage: A cultivar of Crossandra infundibuliformis

Botanical classification: Crossandra infundibuliformis
(L.) Nees cv. “Diane”; family Acanthaceae.

Plant: Perennial suffrutescent herb to subshrub, erect.

Leaves: Opposite, simple, decussate, exstipulate.

Form.—Oblong to ovate-oblong, apex acute to
occasionally obtuse, base broadly cuneate and
decurrent along petiole, margins entire, subun-
dulate, upper surface dark green and more or less
glossy, glabrous, lower surface green, glabrous;
juvenile leaves oblong, blade sparsely pubescent
on both surfaces, margin ciliolate.

Size.—Lamina 5-9 cm long, 3-6 cm wide; the ratio

of the length/width is typically 1.4-1.8 (versus
the ratio of 2-3 in the common variety).

Veins.—Campylodromous, impressed on the upper
surface, conspicuously raised and pronounced
on the lower surface; primary nerves of 7-11
pairs, strongly arcuate apically, anastomosing
with the upper vein.

Texture.—1 eathery and very smooth.

Petioles.—2—4 cm long, sunken adaxially between
the decurrent blade; wings 1-2 mm wide.

Axillary buds: Ca. 1 mm long, scales densely appressed
pubescent. |

10 Inflorescence: Terminal on a long peduncle, erect,
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densely spicate.

Peduncle.—5-5.5 cm long (versus 6-7.5 cm long
and ca 1.5 mm thick in the common variety),
terete, 2-2.3 mm diam., minutely pubescent.

Spike.—Quadrangular, bracteated, conspicuously
pubescent, approximately 10 cm long and 1.2 cm
wide (versus 6-7.5 cm long in the common vari-
ety).

Flowers.—Bisexual, zygomorphic, commonly 4-3
expanded at one time on the inflorescence, sub-
tended by large bracts (46 typically expanded at
one time in the common variety).

Bracts.—Two, opposite, erect, green, prominently
keeled, concave, elliptic-oblong, acute to short
acuminate (acumen 1-2 mm), 16~19 mm long,
7-9 mm wide, densely pubescent; trichomes of
abaxial surface of two types, (1) most of surface
with dense appressed trichomes of ca 0.5 mm,
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- and (2) trichomes clustered toward the margins

and apex are 2-7 mm long, ascending-spreading,

transparent, with several conspicuous septa.
Bracteoles.—Two, opposite, hidden by bracts and
‘similar in pubescence to them, elliptic-hnear,
‘green toward apex and pale basally, acuminate
(acumen 2-3 mm), 15-17 mm long, 2—3 mim
wide. | - ~
- Calyx: Of five connate parts, inconspicuous, hldden by
" the bracts, with a hard, short connate base and elon-
gate, membraneous, free lobes; persistent in fruit.
Tube —Very short swollen, 1.5-2 mm long, gla-
brate. | |
Lobes.—Five, imbricate, unequal, membraneous
translucent, acuminate; outermost three lobes
11-13 mm long, 3-4 mm wide, weakly keeled;
intermost two lobes 9-11 mm long, 2 mm wide,
prominently keeled and subcomplicate.
Pubescence.—Dense, trichomes similar to those of
the bracts.
Corolla: Of five connate parts dwlded 1nto a tube and a

Itmb.

Tube.—24-27 mm long versus 20—23 mm in the .

common variety), thin, terete, with a swollen
basal segment (surrounding ovary), an erect mid-
dle segment (filaments borne near or at the apex),
“and an. apical segment which 1s arcuate, out-
-~ wardly curved; swollen basal segment 3-4 mm;
erect. middle section 8-10 mm; apical section

- 11-13 mm.

Limb.—24-29 mm long, 41—45 mm_broad (versus
19-22 mm long, 27-30 mm broad in the common
variety), dorsally split, flat, zygomorphic, with

~ five lobes, the anterior lobe (middle lobe) being
the largest and innermost before expansion, the

. posterior lobes (outermost lobes) being the small-
~ est and outermost before expansion, lobes obtuse:
anterior lobe 16-18 mm long, 12-14 mm wide,
broadly obtuse; lateral lobes 11-13 mm long,
 14-15 mm wide; posterior lobes (3) 5-7 mm long,
(9) 11-13 mm wide (the lobes being generally
longer, broader and more distinctly obtuse than
those of the common variety).
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Pubescence.—Dense on inner and outer surfaces of
the tube, minute trichomes 0.2-0.5 mm long,
spreading to reflexed, macrotrichomes scattered,
spreading, 1-1.5 mm; trichomes on limb incon-
spicuous, moderate. )

Color.—Salmon-orange Nasturtium Red 14/1 of
British Color - Council Horticultural Color
Chart) witha yellow eye spot at the throat (eye
color; Canary #3 of the Royal Horticuitural
Chart); eye 5 mm diameter (versus 3-4 mm diam-
eter in the common variety).

Androecium: Stamens 4, didynamous, distinct, oplpetal-

ous, inserted 10-14 mm below the throat.
Anters.—Versatile, 1-loculate, villous along the
~ margins. -
Filaments.—Adnate with the corolla tube, free
only apically; those of upper anther pair 0.5-1
mm long; those of lower anther pair 2-3 mm
long.
Gynoecium: Pistil 1, of two fused carpels.
Style.—11-13 mm long, biforked apically (stig-
. matic area) ca 0.5 mm, slightly unequal.
Ovary.—Superior, 2-loculed, 3 mm long, 1 mm
| diam., terete-subtetragonous; ovules several.
Fruit: A 2-locular loculicidal capsule, oblong, subtet-
ragonous, surface covered with minute scales and
- minutely pubescent toward apex; style more or less
persisting.
Seeds.—Two per loculo, lmporfectly formed
oblong-orbicular, ca 1-1.2 mmX 1 mm, lacking
~ the testa of dense, fimbriately incised, coalescent
scales. f

What is clalmed ist

1. A new and distinct cultivar of Crossandra infun-
dibuliformis, substantially as described and illustrated,
known by the cultivar name “Diane” and particularly

- characterized as having large and ovately-oblong

‘shaped leaves, a robust habit of growth, and flowers
having larger, more rounded potals and a color which is
a darker, richer shade of salmon orange than found in

the commonly cultivated variety.
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