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 ABSTRACT

A chrysanthemum cultivar known by the cultivar name
Cheers and characterized as to uniqueness by the com-
bined characteristics of flat capitulum form; daisy capit-
ulum type; white ray floret color; diameter across face
of capitulum ranging from 95 to 105 mm. at maturity;
uniform seven week photoperiodic flowering response.
to short days; long peduncle length, ranging from 175 to

- 220 mm.; medium plant height when grown as a single

stem cut spray; and semi-upright branching pattern.

-3 Drawing Figures
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The present mventlon comprises a new and distinct

- cultivar of Chrysanrhemum moryfokum Ramat., herein-

after referred to by the cultivar name Cheers.

Cheers is a product of a planned breeding pmgram |

which had the objective of creating new chrysanthe-
mum cultivars with daisy capitulum type, white ray
~ floret color, eight week flowering response, and with

the ability to produce commercially acceptable quality

in year round cut mum programs. Such traits in combi-
nation were not present in prevmusly aveﬂable comnl-
merical cultivars.

Cheers was originated from a hybrzdizatlon made in a

- controlled breeding program in Barberton, Ohio in

1975. The female parent was Superstar, disclosed in
U.S. Plant Pat. No. 4,299. The male parent of Cheers
was an unnamed white anemone seedling (#73194015)
~originated by the present inventors from a hybridization
of Wedgewood, disclosed in U.S. Plant Pat. No. 3,598,

and Topflight (unpatented; commercially available).
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which in combination distinguish this chrysenthemum
as a new and distinct cultivar:

(1) flat capitulum form,

(2) daisy capitulum type,

(3) white ray floret color,

(4) yellow-green (immature) to yellow (mature) disc

floret color,

(5) diameter across s face of eepltulum ranging from 95
to 105 mm. at maturity, |

(6) uniform seven week'photOperiodic flowering re-

~ Sponse to short days,
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Cheers was. discovered -and selected as one flowering

plant within the progeny of the stated parentage by

Walter H. Jessel, Jr. and William E. Duffett on Nov. 12, |

1976 in a controlled environment in Barberton, Ohio.

The first act of asexual reproduction of Cheers was
- accomplished when vegetative cuttings were taken

from the initial selection in January, 1977 in a controlled
environment in Barberton, Ohio by a technician work-
ing under formulations established and supervised by
Walter H. Jessel, Jr. and William E. Duffett. Horticul-
 tural examination of selected units initiated Nov. 7, 1977
has demonstrated that the combination of characteris-

tics as herein disclosed for Cheers are firmly fixed and

are retained through suecesswe generatlens of asexual
reproduction. E

Cheers has not been. observed under all possible envi-
ronmental conditions. The phenotype may vary signifi-
cantly with variations in environment such as tempera-
ture, light intensity, and day length. The following
observations, measurements and comparisons describe

‘plants grown in Salinas, Calif. under greenhouse condi-

~ tions which approximate those generally used in com-
mercial practice.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed

and are determined to be basic characteristics of Cheers
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(7) long peduncle length, rangmg from 175 to 220

- mm.,

(8) medium plant height (requiring from one to two
long days weeks prior to short days to attain a flowered

‘plant height of 65 to 75 cm. for May through October

ﬂowenngs) and | .

(9) semi-upright branching pattern.

Of the many commercial cultivars known to the pres-
ent inventors, the most similar in comparison to Cheers
15 White Marble (unpatented). Reference is made to

‘attached Chart A which compares certain characteris-

tics of Cheers to those same characteristics of White
Marble. In general comparison to White Marble,
Cheers has larger diameter across face of capitulum and

- shorter flowering response period. The ray floret color,
capitulum form, capitulum type, plant height and pe-

duncle length of Cheers are similar to those same char-
acteristics of White Marble.
- The accompanying photographic drawings show
typical inflorescence and foliage characteristics of

Cheers with colors being as nearly true as possible with

ilinstrations of this type. Sheet 1 is a color photograph
of Cheers. Sheet 2 is a black and white photograph
showing three views of the inflorescence of Cheers.
Sheet 3 is a black and white photograph showmg the
foliage of Cheers at three stages of growth.

In the following description, color references are
made to the Royal Horticultural Society (R.H.S.) Color
Chart. The color values were determined between 1:30

~ and 2:00 P.M. on Sept. 25, 1979 under .150 foot-candle

I1ght mtensity at Salinas, Calif.

Classification:
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Botamcal -—Chrysanthemum morgfolmm Ramat
- ¢v Cheers. |
Commerczal —Cut dalsy spray chrysanthemnm

I. INFLORESCENCE

- A Capltulurn (see sheets 1 and 2 of drawrngs)
Form.—Flat. |

. Type.—Daisy. | o

o Diameter across face.—95 to 105 min.

B. Corolla of ray florets: |

‘General tonality (from a dzstance of three meter.s') —

~ ~White, 155-D.
Colar (abaxial). —155-D
. Color (adaxial). -——-155-D
C. Corolla of disc florets: . |
- Color (abaxial). ——Appromnately 144-A (nnrna-
ture) to 14-A (mature) -
D. Reproductive organs:
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S/zape ——Moderately lobed and deeply serrated
CHART A
COMPARISON OF CHEERS AND WHITE MARBLE
RAY L o
- FLORET .. CAPITULUM " PLANT
CULTIVAR = . COLOR ' FORM AND TYPE HEIGHT
Cheers White Flat Daisy: - =~ = Medium
White White - Flat Daisy . Medium
Marble - . - SRR TR R o
: - DIAMETER o - -
ACROSS o |
) | ~ FACE OF FLOWERING PEDUNCLE
CULTIVAR = CAPITULUM - RESPONSE  LENGTH
Cheers 95 to 105 mm. 7week--  Long, 175
. | | to 220 mm.
White - 70 to 85 mm. -9 week - Long, 180
~ Marble to 250 mm,

Androeemm —Present disc florets enly, scant to |

‘numerous; moderate pollen.
Gynnecmm -—-Present bnth ray and dlSC florets.

PLANT

| A General appearance -
Branching pattern. —-Senn-uprlght
Hezght —Medium, 60 to 70 cm. given no long days
| for May through October ﬂowenngs |

B. Follage (see sheet 3):

- Color (abaxml) —Appmmmately 139—A but nlore" 30

© greyed.
Color (adaxzal) —-Approxnnately 137-C bnt more
| greyed | |
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Plant 4, 786

- . COMPARISONS MADE OF PLANTS GROWN AS SINGLE

STEM CUT SPRAYS IN SALINAS, CALIFORN_IA

We claim:

1. A new and distinct cultivar of Chrysanthemum |
'mnr{folmm Ramat., plant known by the cultivar name

Cheers and partlcnlarly characterized as to uniqueness,
as herein described and illustrated, by the combined
characteristics of flat capitulum form; daisy capitulum
type; white ray floret color; dlameter across face of
capitulum ranging from 95 to 105 mm. at maturity;

uniform seven week photoperiodic flowering response .

to short days; long peduncle length; medium plant
height when grown as a single stem cut spray; and

. senn-uprlght branehlng pattern.
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