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['57] ABSTRACT

A begonia plant known by the cultivar name Ballet
having clear yellow flowers and dark green foliage;
double flowers, with the tepals in the center being rela-
tively small and ruffled and the outside tepals being
relatively large thereby giving the impression of a
flower having a relatively small center enframed by the
two outside tepals.

1 Drawing Figure

1

The present invention relates to a new and distinctive
cultivar of begonia plant, botanically known as Begonia-
X hiemalis Fotsch, hereinafter referred to by the cultivar
name Ballet.

The new cultivar was discovered by me as a mutation
of Baluga, disclosed in U.S. Plant Pat. No. 4,127,

granted Oct. 18, 1977.

‘Asexual reproduction by leaf cuttings taken in Ashta-

‘bula, Ohio has confirmed that the unique characteristics
- of the new cultivar are reproduced true to form through
successive propagations.

The following characteristics distinguish Ballet from

both its parent and other begonias commercially known
and used in the floriculture industry:;
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1. In comparison to the parental cultivar Baluga, the 13

new cultivar has slightly smaller flowers.

2. Flowers are double, with the tepal in the center of
the flower being smaller and more ruffled than those of
Baluga.

3. The two outside tepals are mgmﬁcantly larger than
the center tepals, giving the impressing of a flower
having a relatively small center, enframed by the two
outside tepals.

4. Flowers are clear yellow, pleasantly contrasting
with the dark green foliage.

5. Except for flower form and flower color, the char-
acteristics of Ballet are similar to those of Baluga. These
similar characteristics include growth habit, foliage size
and shape, rooting habit, regeneration ability from leaf
cuttings, resistance to powdery mildew, floriferousness
and keeping quality of the flowers.
~ The accompanying colored photograph clearly illus-
trates the overall appearance of the new cultivar, and
shows the colors as true as it is reasonably possible to
~ obtain in a colored reproduction of this type.

The following is a detailed description of my new
begonia cultivar based on plants produced under com-
mercial practices in the greenhouses of Mikkelsens Inc.,
Ashtabula, Ohio. Color references are made to the
Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart except

where general color terms of ordinary dictionary signif-
icance are used.

Parentage: The new cultivar is a mutation of the culti-
var Baluga.

~ Propagation:
(A) Type currmg —Generally leaf cuttings.
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(B) Time to root.—3 to 4 weeks at a growing me-
dium temperature of 21° C.

(C) Rooting habit.—Abundant, fine, fibrous. |

(D) Time for shoot development.—9 weeks in sum-
mer to 13 weeks in winter, to obtain shoots of
approximately 4-5 cm. in length.

Plant description:

(A) Form.—Basically upught close mtemoded
Growing and scheduling practices can be con-
trolled to result in a medium size plantin a 13 cm.

- pot or a relatively larger plant grown in a 20 cm.
pot.

(B) Habit of growth.—Rate of growth moderate for
this type of begonia. Generally vegetative shoots
are formed at the basal nodes and flowers at the
higher nodes. -

(C) Foliage.—Leaves simple, alternate, borne on
strong petioles, 5 mm. in diameter when full
grown. Petioles have very fine, short hairs. (1)
Size: varying as to the position on the plant and
the environmental conditions, with the foliage
being up to 11X 14 cm. when full grown. (2)

~ Shape: ovate to nearly round. (3) Texture: gla-
brous, leathery. (4) Margin: crenate to dentate.
(3) Color: young foliage top side, yellow-green
147 A, 1interveinal areas infused with red, under
side green 138B, interveinal areas heavily infused
with Red 46A, mature foliage top side, yellow-
green 147A, under side green 138 B-C, intervei-
nal areas infused with red. (6) Venation: 6-7
veins.

Flowerin g description:

(A) Flowering habits. -—Flowers in monochasial
cymes, with flowers opening up in sequence.
Generally each cyme will bear up to nine flow-
ers, frequently less.

(B) Natural flowering season.—Year round. How-
ever, the plant will flower in an earlier stage of
development under short day conditions.

(C) Flower bud description.—Flat, ovate, measuring
16X24 mm. Very immature buds are yellow 4D,
color jsut before opening yellow 6D; under high
light conditions very slightly infused with red.

(D) Flowers borne.—On strong, upright peduncles,
yellow-green 147B, 5 mm. in diameter at the
base; with continued development of the cyme,



peduncle ‘bends down, generally at the thll‘d

flower of the cyme.
(E) Quantity.—Except for the basal nodes of every

 shoot, one peduncle is formed in every leaf axis,

‘with up to nine flowers per peduncle, overall
very floriferous.
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(F) Tepals.—(1) Shape: Outer tepal ovate to nearly |

- round when full grown; center tepals heart-
shaped. (2) Color: top side in winter when open-

9A, with base yellow 13A, slightly fading to

yellow 6C; under side yellow 8B. (3) Number of

. | 10
ing, outer tepals yellow 8A, center tepals yellow

 tepals: Average of 20. (4) Size of tepals: outer two

25X 32 mm.; center tepals up to 20 mm. in diame-
ter. (5) Flower sme 40 mm. in dlameter when
| full grown. |
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(G) Reproduct:ve organs —None observed to date.
Dlsease resistance:
Resistance to powdery tmldew is the same as that of
Baluga. -

- We claim: -
1. A new and distinct cultivar of begonia plant known

by the cultivar name Ballet, as described and illustrated,
-and particularly characterized as to uniqueness by the
‘combined characteristics of clear yellow flowers and
- dark green foliage; double flowers, with the tepals in the

center being smaller and more ruffled than those of the
parent cultivar Baluga, and by its significantly larger
outside tepals, giving the impression of a flower having
a relatively small center enframed by the two outside
tepals. | |
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