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The present invention relates to a new and distinct va-
riety of Kalanchoe plant known by the varietal name
Feureball.

The new variety was discovered by me as a selected,
cultivated seedling derived from a selected seedling out
of Grobs Feuerweirk, the unpatented seed parent, and a
second selected seedling out of Grobs Feuerwerk, the pol-
len parent. The new cultivar was first asexually repro-
duced by vegetative cuttings at St. Gallen, Swiizeriand,
and the unique characteristics of the new cultivar have
been transmitted through successive propagations.

The new cultivar is particularly characterized by being
one of the most reliable Kalanchoes to force of those va-~
rieties available. It flowers for a relatively long period of
time without giving the impression of having finished
flowering. The new culiivar has excellent branching habits,
branching readily with five to eight side breaks, and has
relatively small foliage. The new cultivar is also very
easy to handie as a wrappad plant in shipping contaizners,
an 1mportant advantage from a comumercial standpoint.

When compared with the cultivar Feuerzauber, disclosed
in my pending application Ser. No. 509,143, filed Sept.
25, 1974, the closest variety for comparison purposes,
Feuerball is more readily forced to flower under a con-
trolled environment, has smaller foliage, flowers over a
longer period of time, and is much better for handling
as a wrapped plant in shipping containers.

The following description is based on plants of the
new cultivar grown initially in St. Gallen, Switzerland
and subsequently in Ashtabula, Ghio. Flower and foliage
color values are taken from RHS Colour Chart.

a typical blooming plant of the new cultivar, with the

color being as true as possible with color illustrations of

this type.

Parentage: The new cultivar is a seedling resulting from
selected, separate seedlings out of Grobs Feuerwerk
an unpatented cultivar. |

Propagation: By asexually propagating by cuttings, it has
been successfully demonstrated that the new; cultivar

is stable and produces frue to type.
Form: Bush form; numerous branches; upright and

compact. _
Growth habit: Medium vigor; compact and branching.
Rooting: The roots of the new cultivar are fine and well

branched.
Blooming habit: Reacts well to short day treatment; by

means of controlled greenhouse culture, the cultivar
can be flowered during the entire year; flowers con-
sistently in 12-14 weeks after start of flowering initi-

ation.

The accompanying color photographic drawing shows -
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Blooming season: Natural blooming season is January—
February.

Foliage: Leaves are opposite, borne at slight angle to the
stem; internodal distance is very close, being 4-5 mm.
between pairs of leaves.

Size.—5-6 cm. wide by 7-8 cm. long.

Shape—Oval, with twisting the full length of leaf.

T'exiure—>mootn, glabrous, not as thick or fleshy
as Feuerzauber; crisp, coriaceous.

Margin—Nearly double crenate, tendency toward
purple coloration.

Color.—Upperside, darker than 147A, toward 139A;
underside, 137B.

Disease resistance: All testing to date indicates strong
resistance to common mildew,. No other epidemic dis-
cases have been seen or reported on this cultivar.

Flowers:

Borne—0On compound terminal spherical cymes—
presenting a ball eifect, Strong self-branching
characteristic below the apex allows for develop-

1ent of an unusually high number of flower stems,
upwards to 12 or 15. Main flowering stems are
strong, durable, measuring between 7-10 cm. be-
low the infiorescence. Individual flower pedicels
are short. Total flowering display is unique in
Kalanchoes.

Quantity.—Total number is greatly above the aver-
age for the Grob Kalanchce cultivars because of
number of flowering stems and the flowers in
each inflorescence.

Buds.—Are small, approximately 5-7 mm. just be-
fore petals emerge. Covered with four light green

sepals.
Continuity.—Flowers continuously for several

months; will revegetate and flower again under
proper environmental conditions.

Petals—Four, occasionally five, nearly round petals
are approximately 5 mm. in diameter, total flower
size is nearly 12 cm. in diameter; slightly over-
lapping, red near 43B except in throat which
is lighter toward orange.

Reproductive organs:

Stamens.—Fight in two stages of development, others
brown, filaments light yellow green.

Pollen.—Yellow—abundant.

Styles /ovaries—Light yellow green, stigmas yellow-
ish white when receptive, four carpels producing

multiple viable seed.

I claims:

1. A new and distinct cultivar of Kalanchoe charac-
terized particularly by its ability to flower continuously
for several months and flower again after revegetation
under proper environmental conditions; by its excellent
branching habit and relatively small foliage, and ifs ease
of handling for wrapping and shipping.

No references cited.
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