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This invention relates to a new and distinct variety of
Aralia plant and is a result of a sport in the production
of Polyscias (Aralia) balfouriana minifolia in Hoak’s
Nursery in Miami, Fla. The origin of the descriptive word
“minifolia” in the recognized variety Polyscias bal-
fouriana is unknown to the applicant, other than to say
that it has been in general use by nurserymen in the
South Florida area to describe an Aralia plant having
smaller leaves than those of the balfouriana variety. 1
have named my new variety “Aralia Palapala.” This new
variety has been asexually reproduced and propagated
by cuttings for a period of over five years since the first
mutation was discovered, with no reversal to the original
variety, Polyscias balfouriana minifolia. 'This sport came
about as a variant of a green Polyscias balfouriana mini-
folia that was growing in a shade house on the south end
of Hoak’s greenhouse and nursery in Miami, Fla. When
~ transplanted to the outside at the back of the greenhouse
it was cut back. One year later one branch came back as
a sport, After propagating this sport for about 5 years,
cuttings were placed in a back slat house in cutting boxes.
When of potting size, these were transplanted to 10 inch
pots and moved to Hoak’s Silver Palm Nursery, Goulds,
Fla. where they are at this time. |

My new variety differs from the parent Polyscias
(Aralia) balfouriana minifolia in that the leaves, instead
of being substantially forest green in coloration as in the
industry standard, display distinctive partial yellowish
coloration. The color characteristics of my new variety,
according to Exotica Horticultural Color Guide, A.B.
Graph Exotica III, Roehrs Co., publisher, 1570 edition,
page 37 are as shown in the following table:
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The distinctive yellowish coloration at marginal edge
portions of the leaves extends inwardly to various 1rregu-
lar patches of such average size that in the mature plant
most of the leaves will display from about 25 to 50%
of yellowish coloration. My new plant carries from 3 to
5 leaves on each stem, which leaves measure about 114
inches both in length and in width, on the average. An
important feature of my new variety resides in the irregu-
larity of the marginal edges of the leaves as distinguished
from the comparatively smooth-edged leaves of its parent,
Polyscias balfouriana minifolia.

My new variety thrives as an ornamental shrub or bush
and its distinctive leaf coloration and formation make it
a most attractive plant. As noted above, the particular
distinguishing characteristics of my new variety as com-
pared with the industry standard Aralia balfouriana mini-
folia reside firstly, in the variegated yellow coloration of
the leaves, and secondly, the distinctive irregular mar-
ginal edges of the leaves.

Having thus described my invention I claim:

1. A new distinct variety of Polyscias balfouriana mini-
folia substantially as herein shown and described, char-
acterized particularly as to novelty by having basically
forest green leaves displaying light to dark yellow colora-
tion beginning at marginal outer edge portions thereof
and extending inwardly in irregularly formed patches con-
stituting between approximately 25 to 50% of leaf area,
and further being distinguished by having distinctive
irregular marginal edges of the leaves as compared with
the relatively smooth edges of the parent plant,
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