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This invention relates to a new and distinct variety of
lilac plant, and particularly to a hybrid French Lilac
Syringa vulgaris.

This new variety comes as a result of an extensive
breeding program, and is a cross of another Syringa vul-
garis hybrid developed by me and named “Agincourt
Beauty” in the records of Sheridan Nurseries Ltd., of 700
Evans Avenue, Etobicoke, Ontario M9C 1A3, Canada,
with an unnamed white seedling.

The present variety 1s distinguished from other French
Lilac plants in that it has clear white flowers of the colour
such as those found in the well known cultivar *Madame
Lemoine,” but the florets and flowers are much larger. The
new variety exhibits tight spikes that are very well formed;
and the plant grows to a height and width of about five
feet, after which further growth appears to stop. Thus,
the new variety of Syringa vulgaris according to the pres-
ent invention is distinguished from other French Lilac hy-
brids by its compact growth habit and very large white
florets and flowers, which are of the same colour as the
variety “Madame Lemoine.”

The new variety first flowered in 1964, and was evalu-
ated in a population of about 150 seedlings of the cross
“Agincourt Beauty” X unnamed white seedling, noted
above, in 1965 when it was first years from seed, At that
time, the seedling was about four feet in height, but had
extremely large, white flowers. The spikes were tight, and
well formed. The new variety was isolated, and grafts
were first taken in 1965.

Since March 1965, grafts have been made on Syringa
vulgaris seedlings in the inventor’s garden; and this asex-
ual reproduction has proven the characteristics of the new
variety as being true.

More detailed description of the present variety follows,
taken together with the accompanying drawings, of which:

FIG. 1 is a colour photograph, showing as well as pos-
sible by this method of illustration, the shape and colour
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of the flower spikes of the matured plant according to
this invention; and

FIG. 2 is a black and white photograph illustrating the
growth habit of the present variety.

THE PLANT

Type: French Lilac Syringa vulgaris.

Breeding: Hybrid.

Parentage: Syringa vulgaris “Agincourt Beatuty” X un-
named white seedling.

Growth habit: Compact growth habit, to about five to
six feet high and about five feet wide In eight years;
further growth in height apparently having ceased. The
branches are stocky, coloured brown as is usual in
French Lilac hybrid plants such as the variety “Madame
Lemoine,” with no lenticels.

Foliage: Numerous leaves, green, heart-shaped, about
three inches long by one and one-half inches wide; me-
dium thickness; smooth edges; medium petiole; and no
glands.

Flower buds: Hardy; panicle-shaped; greenish yellow co-
lour as is usual in such French Lilac hybrid plants as
the variety “Madame Lemoine.” The panicle is about 9
inches long, and its greatest width is about 6.5 inches.
There are about 325 florets per panicle.

Flowers: Abundant flowers, first blooming about May 20
in the Toronto region, with full bloom about June 1st.
The flowers are large, with tight spikes that are well
formed. The colour is white, of substantially the same
colour as the well known variety “Madame Lemoine,”
but larger. In each floret there are five petals, incurved,
each about one inch across.

Fruit: Not abundant.

I claim:
1. A new and distinct variety of Syringa vulgaris hy-
brid French Lilac plant, characterized in that the mature

plant is about five to six feet high and about five feet

wide: and in that its flowers are white and very large
when compared with other French Lilac hybrid plants,
with large florets, and tight flowers spikes that are well
formed.

No references cited.

ROBERT E. BAGWILL, Primary Examiner
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