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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

- A new variety of Paeonia lactiflora distinguished by its
profuse production of rose type, double, medium pink
blooms of large size which are carried on strong heavy
stems, the flower pefals having a unique glossy silver
edging on all petal margins.

BACKGROUND OF THE NEW PLANT

This new variety of peony plant originated as a seed-
ling of Mons. Jules Elie (unpatented) X an unnamed
and unpatented variety maintained with my breeding stock
and identified in my breeding records as 71D, the cross
having been made by me in my breeding grounds at
Arlington Heights, Ill., in the course of breeding efforts
which I have carried on for many years with the object
of developing new and distinctive peony varieties. This
seedling was selected for propagation because of the large
size of its blooms and the unique pink and silver colora-
tion of the petals and asexual propagation of this plant,
by root divisions, carried on under my direction at
Arlington Heights, Ill.,, has demonstrated that its distinc-
tive characteristics of flower size and coloring are firmly
fixed and hold true from generation to generation. Prop-
agation of this new wvariety by root division and on a
commercial scale is now being done at production farms
at Barrington, Ill.,, Champaign, Ill., and Arlington Heights,
Il1.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

My new variety of peony plant is illustrated by the
accompanying photographic drawing which shows the
form of the blossom in full bloom. The pink color rendi-
tion is as close as it is reasonably possible to obtain by
conventional photographic procedures and the true color
is shown by the color swaich affixed to the drawing im-
mediately below the photographic view.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANT

The following is a detailed description of the new
~ variety of peony plant ‘with color specification according
to the R.H.S. Colour Chart of The Royal Horticultural
Society at London, England. |

The plant

Origin: Seedling.
Parentage:
Seed parent.—Mons. Jules Elie (unpatented).
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Pollen parent—71D (unnamed and unpatented).
Classification: Paeonia lactiflora.
Form: Bush. Shape: Round.
Height: 36 to 38 inches.
Growth: Upright with strong stems of above average size,
normally about ¥4 inch in diameter.
Foliage: Quantity—Abundant with 7 to 9 leaves per stem.
Shape of leaf ~Elliptically acute with smooth mar-
gin,
Size of leaf.—10 to 11 inches long.
Aspect.—(3lossy.
Leaflets—-3 in number, 5 to 6 inches long.
Petioles.—2 to 2Y% inches long.
Ribs and veins.—Pronounced.
Rachis.—1 to 2 inches.

The bud

Size: Medium. Diameter: 1%%2 inches. Depth: 114 inches.
Form: Ovoid.

The flower

Blooming habit: Once annually, blooming profusely
carly in the season.

Size: Very large. Diameter 8 to 84 inches.

Shape: Cup shaped when bloom first opens, becoming
an extremely large rose shaped form of flower with
a rather low crown.

Petalage: Form-—Rose shape with slightly serrate or
incised margins.

Color:

Outer petals—Red Purple 68B edged with silver.,
Inner petals—Pinky Red, closest color 68B, edged
with silver.

Fragance: Very mild.

Appearance: Satiny

Reproductive organs: None

My new variety of peony plant is particularly distin-
guished by the large size of its blooms and its unique
pink coloration with silver edging on all of the flower
petals. This silver edging can be particularly pronounced
in the years when the planis are exposed to more ultra-
violet rays from the sun.

I claim:

1. A new and distinct variety of peony plant sub-
stantially as herein shown and described, characterized
by the very large size of its full, rose type, double blos-
soms and the silver edging of the pale pink coloration of
the blossom petals.
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