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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A new variety of carnation plant originated as a seedling

10

hybrid of two unnamed and unpatented varieties of 15

Dianthus Caryophyllus, the new wvariety being distin-
guished by its good wintertime flower production, and the
stable color of its blooms.

BACKGROUND OF THE NEW PLANT

This new variety of carnation plant was developed by
me in 1968 at La Londe, France, as a seedling resulting
from the cross of two varieties of Dianthus Caryophyllus,
both unnamed and unpatented, identified in my records
as 6V23 for the seed parent and 6B15 for the pollen
parent. My objective was to develop a carnation plant
having improved winter flower production and stability of
color and this new seedling was selected because it ap-
peared to have the desired characteristics. Asexual propa-
gation of this new plant by cuttings was done by me and
under my direction at La Londe, France, and several
generations of the new plant demonstrated that the desired
characteristics have been achieved and are firmly fixed.
This new variety of carnation is now being propagated by
eans of cuttings and on a commercial scale at La Londe,
France, and at West Hartford, Conn.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

My new variety of carnation plant is illustrated by the
accompanying drawings which show the color charac-
teristics of the flower, by photographic reproduction, as
nearly true as it is reasonably possible to obtain by con-
ventional commercial photographic procedures.

DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW PLANT

The following is a detailed description of this new
variety of carnation plant with color designations accord-
ing to The RHS Colour Chart published by The Royal

Horticultural Society at London, England.
The plant

Origin: Seedling
Parentage:

Seed parent.——Carnation 6V23 (upatented and un-

named). -

Pollen parent.—Carnation 6B15 (unpatented and un-
| named).
Classification:

Botanic—Hybrid of Dianthus Caryophyllus.
Commercial —Carnation for cut flowers.
Form: Bush. The same as Sim types of carnation plants.
Height: About 60 cm.
Growth: Vigorous and erect, with normal upright branch-
mng.
Foliage: Quantity—abundant. ~
Leaf shape.—I.anceolate and from 12 to 16 cm. long,
Texture—Smooth.
Color—Upper side—Green ‘Group 133C. Under
stde—green.
Ribs.~—Single and axial.

Petioles.—None. Leaf is amplexicaul.
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The bud
Form: Ovoid.
Size: Medium, Diameter: 22 mm. Iength: 32 mm.
Opening: Bud opens slowly.
Color: Light Green when sepals first divide and when
petals begin to unfurl.

Sepals: Curl back. Color: Inside—Pale Green. Outside—
Light Green.

Calyx: Large and pear shaped.
Aspect.—Smooth.
splitting—Calyx very rarely splits.

The flower

Blooming habit: Profuse and continuous the year around,

Size of bloom: Medium, averaging 7.15 c¢cm. in diameter
and 4.75 cm. in depth.

Borne: Singly, after disbudding.
Shape: High center when bloom first opens, changing
nearer to a dome shape.

Petalage: Number of petals—54 to 75, averaging about
64.

Form.—Fan shaped.
Arrangement.—Imbricated.
Color.—Outer petal—Red Group 53B with base of
Red-Purple ‘Group 57A. Inside petals and reverse

sides are of the same colors.
Texture.—Soft.

Appearance.—Satiny.

Petaloids: About 10 in number.
Size.—About half the size of the other petals.
Color.—Crimson as in the other petals.

Persistence: Blooms hang on and dry.

Fragrance: Just perceptible.

Disease resistance: Plant resists Fusarium coseum as ob-

served in the areas where the plant is grown.

Lasting quality: On the plant.—-15 days. As cut floweyr—
10 days.

Reproductive organs

Stamens:
Anthers—2 to 3 mm. long and averaging about 10
in number,
Filaments.—2.5 c¢m. long. Color—White and Red-
dish.

Pollen.—Yellowish in color.
Pistils: 2 or 3 in number. 3.5 cm. long when ripe.

Stigmas—~—White and flushed with Crimson.
Ovaries: Cone shaped.

Fruit

Fertility: Slightly fertile.
Shape: Pear shaped. |
Color: Greenish and Ochreous at maturity.

This new plant most resembles the variety Joker (un-
patented) and its particular advantages are to be found
in its good wintertime flower production, the stable color
of its blooms from season to season and its production of
larger flowers than Joker.

I claim: -

1. The new and distinct variety of Dianthus Caryo-
phyllus substantially as herein show and described,
characterized in particular by the stable color of its
crimson flowers and by its high year around productivity.
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