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The present invention comprises a new and distinct
variety of rhubarb plant botanically classified as Rheum:
rhaponticum and known by the varietal name Whitmore
red. The new plant was discovered by me as a single
plant in a cultivated area in Vienna, Va., and has been
continuously asexually reproduced in Vienna, Va., and
elsewhere by dividing the crows formed during the pre-
ceding season.

Rhubarb of the garden type to which the present in-
vention relates is a perennial vegetable grown primarily
for its edible leaf stalks which vary in taste from strongly
to mildly tart, and in color from green, through pink, to
deep red depending upon the variety, Popular varieties
in the United States are Canada Red, McDonald and
Valentine, all of which are red-stalked varieties having a
relatively less tart or sweeter taste.

The red-stalked varieties due to this sweeter taste are
generally the most popular, but, unfortunately, have rare-
ly been successfully grown in the southern part of the
United States due to climate and soi] conditions, The rel-
atively higher heat and humidity and the generally heavy
clay soils found in the South make the red-stalked vari-
eties of rhubarb particularly susceptible to a disease com-
monly known as “foot rot,” which is generally considered
to be the most serious disease affecting rhubarb growth.
Such disease destroys rather quickly the roots of the plant,
and as a result it is common in the South for the red-
stalked varieties of rhubarb to fail to thrive, or even to
survive, more than a few months. Such was my experience
with all of the red-stalked varieties commercially ob-
tained, when planted in Vienna, Va,

As mentioned briefly above, the new variety was dis-
covered by me as a single plant in a cultivated area in
Vienna, Va., which was being prepared for planting. Al-
though I did not expect the plant to survive for long for
the reasons above mentioned, the plant was protected and
nourished, and survived the entire season. The stalk
growth was abundant, with the stalks severed for eating
purposes displaying an excellent sweetness of taste. The
variety was asexually reproduced that year and each
year thereafter by crown division, and has been found to
retain its distinctive characteristics through successive
propagations. In order to establish growth of the new
variety under different soil and climatic conditions in
generally the same geographical area, the variety has
also been grown in the eastern shore of southern Mary-
land, and has flourished abundantly,

In addition to this outstanding and unique disease re-
sistant feature which now makes possible abundant and
flourishing growth in relatively hot southern climes, the
new variety is characterized by excellent taste and sweet-
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ness, and an unusually long harvesting season. The new
variety tastes even somewhat sweeter than other red va-
rieties, and is much sweeter than Victoria, a well-known
commercial variety with pink stalks, or other pink-stalked
plants. In preparing the stalks for eating, less sugar is
required to produce a pleasantly sweet but yet tart taste.
The new variety also is characterized by essentially no
stringiness in the stalks, an undesirable feature which de-
tracts from certain presently available varieties.

Another most surprising characteristic of the new va-
riety is the exceptional continuing season-long harvest,
with the plant continuously developing succulent new
stalks which may be removed from the plant repeatedly
from spring until frost. This characteristic makes the new
variety ideal for home garden use. The new variety does
not develop dry and hollow stalks late in the growing
seasons as 1s often the case with prior rhubarb varieties,
whereby an essentially uninterrupted harvest occurs until
frost.

A further advantageous characteristic of the new va-
riety is its rapid and abundant growthh which makes it
possible to partially harvest the stalks during the second
year of growth without damaging the plant. By way of
comparison, it is advisable with most commercially avail-
aole red rhubarb varieties to wait until the third year of
growth before even partially harvesting the stalks.

The new variety is illustrated in the accompanying
drawing which comprises a color photograph of the new
variety. The leaves of the new variety are not distinctive,
being similar in shape and green color to the leaves of
known varieties. The coloring of the leaves changes little
as the plant matures. The red stalk color is representative
in. color of the relatively sweet tasting varieties presently
on the market which have been, almost without exception,
unable to flourish in the southern climes, The character-
istic of abundant stalk production will be noted.

The plant illustrated in the application drawing is be-
tween two and three years old, with the piant being trans-
planted, however, about 6 months prior to the time the
picture was taken. As a result, the stalks are somewhat
snorter in length than would normally be the case for
mature plants of that age. The stalk length for mature
plants is up to two feet, measured from the top of the
crown to the leaf. As far as known, the stalk length and
diameter is not distinctive, with the stalk diameter varying

from approximately 34" for immature stalks to 1%4” for
mature stalks.

I claim:

1. A new and distinct variety of rhubarb plant of the
type having relatively red stalks, particularly characterized
by its unique disease-resistant ability to flourish in rela-
tively southern climes; its relatively sweet taste: its rapid
growth habit, and its continuous season-long harvest
which permits succulent edible new stalks to be harvested
continuously from spring until frost,
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