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3,371
AZALEA PLANT
Stuart F. Henson, Fallbrook, Calif.
(1053 Phillips St., Vista, Calif. 92083)
Filed Mar. 26, 1971, Ser. No. 128,595

Int. Cl. AO1lh 5/00
U.S. Cl. Pit.—56 1 Claim

The present invention comprises a new and distinct
variety of azalea plant resulting from crossing certain
azalea selections in a program controlled hvbridization.
The seed parent is the unpatented cultivar known as the
Kurume type, Pink Pearl and the pollen parent is the un-
patented cultivar Orchidflora. The new cultivar is identi-
fied by the varietal name Venus, and it is not to be con-
fused with the southern indicum form of forcing azalea
having white flowers with pink stripes, and referred to on
page 249 of Lee, F. P., 1965, The Azalea Book, D. Van
Nostrand Co., Inc. The cultivar referred to in the pub-
lication is not currently available commercially.

The new cultivar is similar in certain respects to the
cultivar Pluto, disclosed in my copending application Ser.
No. 92,331, filed Nov. 23, 1970.The cultivar Pluto is not
to be confused with the evergreen variety by the same
name referred to on page 249 of the above mentioned
publication. The cultivar referred to in the publication
has orange-red blooms, and is not currently available com-
mercially. The new cultivar has the same characteristics
as Pluto of vigorous growth and informal, horizontal
growth habit. The new variety is distinguished from Pluto
by the following characteristics:

1. Later budding and flowering response.

2. Larger, more double flowers, approximately one to
two inches larger in diameter.

3. A more pastel pink color with a creamy colored
blotch in the center of the flower and generally on the

top petals of the flowers.
4. Larger foliage.

_Botanical classification: Rhododendron hybrida evergreen type
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5. Heavier, stronger stems.

6. Produces fewer breaks or shoots.

7. Not recommended for year-round flowering pro-
grams, and

8. Flowering in terminal clusters thereby giving a cut
flower arrangement-like effect,

The new variety was selected from a progeny of seed-
lings from the above mentioned parents, and was asex-
ually reproduced by cuttings at Fallbrook, Calif. The new
cultivar was found to retain its distinctive characteristics
through successive propagations.

Varietal worth was determined by flowering liners from
cuttings taken from the initial selection in both a year-
round and natural season developmentdl flowering pro-
gram over a period of five years. Stock growth was eval-
uated 1n the vicinity of southern Florida.

The new cultivar when grown in the vicinity of Barber-
ton, Ohio, has a response described as late season and
the following detailed description is based on observations
made of the new variety in a greenhouse in Barberton,
Ohio. The response time and blooming period may vary
significantly with varying environmental conditions such
as temperature and daylength. Suggested flowering period
18 from January through April in a natural season pro-
gram, and the new cultivar is not recommend for year-
round controlled flowering programs.

The accompanying drawing shows the unique features
of my new variety, the colors being as nearly true as pos-
sible with color illustrations of this type.

The following is a detailed description of the new
variety, with color references being to the Munsell Color
Book, 1963 edition, and comparisons made with the cul-
tivar Pluto. Where a characteristic or value appears only
for the new cultivar, such characteristic or value applies
also to the comparison cultivar Pluto. In certain instances
precise color values were difficult to obtain and those
values listed comprise the closest color chart values to the

true color.

Yenus Pluto
Fiower: -
Color, winter color in Barberton, Ohlo-_...... Light pInk. oo i e e cecccmemcc e mae Warm pink.
Generally tonality. . oo L! ght ink 1088 . e maa- Warm pink, nearest to RP6/12,
Sepals Brst divide. ..o eameaeaa T1 blush pink 5§ RP8&/4 blending inwardly to Pink, 7. BRf-’ﬂflz, not as gray.
ark gray pink, § RP5/8.
E‘ﬂ?ls uanfurl - e ieeeaa Pink, neareﬂt to 2. SRP7/10 but not as gray....-. Pink, nearest to 8.2 R5/14.
open:
I‘GII}lt of patals. oo eicmicc e - Lipht lavender pink, 10P8/8_ oo cccmaes Pink, near §RP6/12 but not as gray.,
Reverse sideof petals. cccne oo ocaoaeo Light lavender pink 10P8/6 but Iighter .......... Ll?hlft rose pink, near 5RP6{12 not gray, but
er.
Baseofpetals. e eemaee Light pink, 25 RP8/6 . - oo eeeee e Blush pink, s RP9/1 almost whita.
Bloteh o e White 2 5RP9!2 with green, 2.8 GYB/6_ oo .. Deeprose ka near 10R P4/14.
Discéoloration as ages.  cemcemcccurmcaneeana Holds relative color when cﬂllapsad light pink, Rﬂtajns color for 3 weeks with gradual fadin%
10P&/6. flowers age in a bright greenhouse, color fades
to a light pink.
Bud:
) b U 1% (2301 1 1 0 o 1 [ :
| 30'1) i 14 PP Conoidal. oo e e e emam——— Pointed.
Opening habit. oo eecca Fully expanded pstals rosebud-like. . cncecen. - Opens cup-like, retains cup-like form.
Bloom:
B 20 o e e mca e ma————- L AL B o et e e e e e ————————— Medium
B ] o7 S B e n e memammmemamamemtmemamem o —m——n 21",
Range. . cacsmccmscemaca—a————- ”—EV” ________________________________________ 1347/-28412,
BOrne. e mcmmcceccmcmaamm—naan Beveral together. . - ae - Several together.
Average percluster. oo i 4‘12_5; .............................................. :i]’-é

Range of blooms per cluster . ceccceaa-.

Semi-double, occaslonally double with varying

profusely, flowers on terminal clusters Flowers on both terminnl clusters and lateral,
a cut flower arrangement-like effect.

Normal, smooth, hairy, generally persistent.. ...

NOTINAE L - oo eeeeeoeoeeeoeeeom e

-------------------------------------------

| O3} 1 10 DU
| degrees of petaloid anthers.
Blooming habit . oo c oo eeeiei e e —m e Once
giv{n

SepAlS. e mciiieacnmacncmcvcama—a—r e
B7:1 1 -5 SN
Peduncle:

Length. - oo eee e e

Aspect. e crcecemacaan- Halry

Strength. .o iimaaaaaias
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TABLE—Continued
Botanleal classification: Rhsdodendron hybrida evergreen type
Venus Pluto
Flower:
Petaly.
Texture APPeBraNCa. - cacmeccrcecurrmvnanse BOft e e actiaum e — -
Frontofpetal. ..o ceecceccemecimnn- BabInY e cccanmctcbeaan—-—-
Reversosideof potal. o ooceoimimmacaaanen o [0 SRR ?
F O e e oo e cacm—————————m———— Rounded with wavy margins. ..o ceoecmooaaoon. Rounded with wavy margins (somewhat ruffled
in appearance).
Arrangement . _ . .o ccceanen- Imbricate . .. rcmeceem———————an Imbricate with petaloids.
Fragrance. o oo ee e cacmmccsaenccemnane N DB, e e e ccmemacemceacmnmam———a . None.
Persistence. o eeceanamcc e Shatters with age._ . oo ce e m e ceao e Hang on and dry; non-shattering.
Longevity;
reenhouse. . ovireccemccccecusan=a 2 WeRKS e n i iacmeariseeanumccememenne— - . 3 weeks.
HoOomMe . - e ciccacencmaamane—— S WeBRS .. imeaeeeimmmm—meme—cmmm—a—en 4-b weeks.
Reproductive organs:
1770 11:) ¢ RO 5-10, generally petalold. .o oo aiiamaias 5-10 vairable, generally petaloid.
Anthers. - oo cemmmmama— - Lighttan, 10Y RB/4 . oo macmcee Light tan, 10Y RE/4.
Filaments. . e oo eceacmemra—cc—memmn=n= Generally petaloid, light lavender pink 10P8/6 Thin, somewhat pubescent, very light green,
?rﬁ Ilil%tﬂ { petaloid, thin, smooth, light pink, 2.6GYZ2f8.
. 6.
512 [ T UL U I Columnar-normal rose pink, 7.6 RP6/10. .. _.... Columnar—may be greatly reduced In slze and
faciated; very light green, 2.6G Y 2/9.
Stigma. o e Normal, light pink, near I0RP8/4. o cevceucena- N g{}n;%]? may be fasciated; yellow green, near
8.
Ovarles. oo ccccasmamocecamoesmmaeuann HypOgyNoOUS. co e e vrmernrnmacsmm—cacoraccaanas Hypogynous.
30 g ¢ 14 I L DN, e ccccmaumccacmcnc—ecasacsnarm . None.
Foliaga:
g 172 1 1 S PG t EVergroenl . oo eamiecccncacnmevamem————————— Evergreen,
é}eaﬁﬂts ................................... BINgle. oo eee e eecccmececcccsem i mana Single.
20:
| P70 1 14 o 1 SR U PR Averape 23/ oo niceecmmcar—aecanen e Average 2/,
) 18211V T U ——— l}ﬁ”—ag" _________________________________________ 1 }a'é":‘liﬁ”-
Width ... e emreeacececamerama—n=- A?era.gﬂ ) Average %”"
RANge. o eeienccanccuccecanm—aa——— Y A b L Leriaqrt,
2110 o1 RPN S S ObOVALe. w e cccccccceccccmamamemma——————aaa Obovate to oblanceolate.
Tox [‘ilrﬁ: sid (i1 Gl
PPer SIde. cyeeamcanccacceanansnasnas O35V, WALY . —ceccrrrcencaccmccrcmrncansnrcranan O5BY.
Reverse 3ide. coeecaecccmccaacenncnen Dull and smoothe o oo e oo eeecenme e a—an Smooth.
Rib and mid-velns ..o cooooeoeimaeees Slightly depressed . _ .voucececcmuccocccacmcaaaa Slightly depressed.
Edge. e ieiiacinmcemacaccsasneanan= BmMooth. - e eeceecrrceereemcrmemmecmmmcmamaaa Smooth.
Color—new foliage:
Upperslde._ _ .. cmeimaenciiane-s Light green, 6QY4/6. o v oo ncccccccinnan. Green, near 5'Y4/6.
Reverse side. . .cocccncoeumammmanaaae- Light green, BGY5/6. <o meeeciccecracecnaen Green, 5G Yb5/4.
Mature foliage:
Upper gigdﬂ ------------------------ Dark green, 7.6 Y2/4. . aaimaa.l Dark green, 7.6 G Y 2/4.
Reverse side.  cnvcmeeucomcmovmacans Graygreen, 5§ Y4/d . o emama—aae Green, near 5G Yb/4.
Peliole .o naes Short, halry green, 5GY6/8. o movaeeecaeoee Rather long green, 5G Y 5/6.
Plant bush form:
Growth habit. oot neees Cascade, horlzontal . cce v mamiccemanenaas Informal and horizontal rather than upright, hut
not cascading.
Breaking habit. oo Vi OTOUS . - e e m e cmemem e e me—cem————— Vigorous, informal.
8ize of average finished product grown irom
the standard #7 liner of Yoder Brothers,
Inc., Barberton, Ohio:
Height oo mmmcceacceeccmemmmamm——— L T 10/7-127".
Diameter. . eecreccccscamnmm—m - 1§74 B, LA 127°-16"".
Rooting habit. . cceeicamcceccrcnnenas GQood; growth from own roots, vigorous budding Good; easy growth from own roots, vigorcus,
ease, neads full late timing but buds well over  excellent uniformity of budding, growth regu-
a wide range of conditions, lator not needed for budding.
Growthregulator. . .o ocacncoaianne (Generaily needed to develop best shaped plant.. Not needed for budding.
Response—natural 880N . ccvmccncmacancnn 970 1T V) GO Early to mid-season.
Stems—color:
NeWw WoOdocaecmccicacnencmammeamamma e meme Green, B Y B/ 8. e e cceemme—————— Green, 6AY7/8.
Mature wood .o ce e Brown, Y R3/4_ __ . Brown, near 10Y R5/6.

Responsiveness to day length and temperature....

Needs full timing for alate season cultlvar; buds Buds under a wide range of conditions.

under a wide range of environmental condi-

tions.
Shipping tolerance. . occaoccemmvacraccmmmcama—-
fully open.
Recommended flowering perlod. .« cccacmacmaoaco
I claim:

1. A new and distinct variety of azalea characterized
particularly as to novelty when compared to the cultivar
Pluto by its large semi-double to double flowers averag-
ing 4’ or more in diameter, a light pastel pink color with
a creamy colored blotch, large glossy, waxy foliage, abil-
ity to be held for late April flowering in a natural season

Good; may brulse i shipped when flowers are Excellent.

Natural season only; January through April. .__ Year-round;all12monthsincontrolled programs.

—

program, flowering in terminal clusters giving a cut flower
arrangement-like effect, heavier, stronger stems, and fewer

breaks or shoots.
it

No references cited.

ROBERTE, BAGWILL-, Primary Examiner
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