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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A hybrid violet of a descendant of a cross between the
Saintpaulia ionantha and Saintpaulia shumensis species
which has permanent new characteristics including
strength of stem, fast and vigorous growth, profuse flow-
ering, uniform bouquet, prolonged blooming period, re-

sistance to disease, reliability in initiating new plantlets,

retention of flowers past maturity on their respective
stems, reliability in new plants retaining characteristics
of the parent and pronounced uniformity throughout the
life cycle. | | |

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Oct. 7, 1968.

To obtain the present violet with the above mentioned
permanent new characteristics, the inventor has executed
numerous experiments, the first of which involved the
selection and cross-pollenation of one of the parent plants
the Saintpaulia ionantha. The. male parent in that series
of experiments was the Saintpaulia species “Rokoko-

Rhapsodie” and the female parents were chosen initially

for their particular color characteristics such as the Saint-
paulia species “Rosa-Rhapsodie’ and the Saintpaulia spe-
cies “Rhapsodie in Blan” and others. |
‘The pollentation: of the parent plants was direct with
the help of a fine dust brush. The seed pods of the pol-

lenated plants. developed normally and the seeds ripened’

well. The acquired seeds were used as the generic basis
for imitiating further experimental series. About 30,000
seedlings: were. cultivated, and from these, approximately
25 seedlings were selected by very rigid standards for fur-
ther propagation. - -

The phenetype of the derivative plant as compared with
the appearance of the parent plants evidenced substantial
change. Propagation. of these plants and the refinement
out of limited seclected plants. continued and tests were
conducted for the development of permanent character-
istics of disease resistance, early blooming and vigorous
growth. ‘After several series of experiments and refine-
ments, a single plant was. selected and further tested to
ascertain that the new characteristics were permanent.

The descendants of this plant were completely the same
in appearance as the parent plant. The permanent qualities
and characteristics included fast and vigorous growth, pro-
fuse blooming, a strong stem by African violet standards
and resistance to- disease. | |

The plant of the new variety, hereinafter described: more
in detail, is a hybrid of a descendant of a cross between
the above-described improved Saintpaulia ionantha and
the wild Saintpaulia: shumensis; in. which new variety the
characteristics above-described for the aforesaid Saint-
paulia ionantha are retained, but are materially improved;
together with the feature of a compact, large, central
flower head in the mature plants, within and above a
wreath of leaves. The flowers in the present new variety
are white with blue at base of petals, and the variety is
designated “Rhapsodie” Patricia.

Other desirable characteristics of the plant may appear
in the drawings and description.

1 Claim:

10

15

20

4’ - - 4 » ™ ' I' 25
'This is a dwm;on of application Ser. No. 765,700, filed

30

40

45

Plant Pat. 3,210
Patented June 13, 1972

2
DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

- The upper illustrations show, in full color, a cluster of
flowers. on one of the petioles from a stem, and the. oppo-
site sides.of one of the leaves; and below is. shown in pen:
and mk, one of the stems with. flowers thereon, and a top
plan view in reduced size of a plant llustrating a flower
head and wreath of leaves. therearound. -

'DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The botanical description. of the plant of the present
variety is as follows, the colors being later specifically-
described in tabular form according to- the “Dictionary
of Color” by Maerz and Paul. '

“Rhapsodfe”“ Patricia, Type 12/626

Male parent: “Rhapsodie Blue-White,” Type 9/26.
Female parent: “Rhapsodie White-Blue,” Type. 9/42.

Plants—4 to 6 inches tall. |

Leaves.—Borne in rosette arrangement from 6 to 8

- inches in diameter—shape—oval—length—234 to

3 inches—width—2%5 to 3%% inches—upper side

- medium hairy, under side slightly hairy—color—
upper side, medium green, under side, light green.

Petiole—Round to oval, medium long, strong. |

Flowers.—Many semi-double, borne profusely in a

- central flower head, forming a compact upright
~ bouquet above foliage, 5 to 6 inches in diameter.

Individual flowers.—Quinquepartite, bilaterally sym-

- metrical—size—1 to 1% inches in diameter—
color—white with blue at base of petals—calyx—
quinquepartite—peduncles—multiflorous with 6 to

- 10 flowers.

Reproductive parts—Stamens—iwo, fructified—an-
thers—light yellow — ovary—pilous—seed cap-
sule—does. not push through—roots—well devel-
oped root system, white when young and active,
turning to a brownish: color on older plants.

The color designations, according to “Dictionary of

Color” by Maerz and: Paul are as.follows:.
) Let-
Plate ter No.
Body of leaf: -

Upnper side medium green.. - ccoocoaoaceooo- 24 L 1
- Under side light green. .o oot 19 C 3
Petiole: Light green___ . _.__._.___..__ e 19 J. 3
- Main body of flower: White blue at base of petals_ .. 42 H Y
Anthers: Light yellow . oo oo - g L 1
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'GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

The following permanent characteristics are in all
plants. developed by me from the original cross pollena-
tion of Saintpaulia ionantha: with the wild. Staintpaulia
shumensis as hereinbefore described, including the pres-
ent “Rhapsodie” Patricia: above described in detail, and
hereinafter claimed.

Strength of stem.—In the present new variety the stem
is markedly stronger than. heretofore and is. capable. of
supporting approximately twenty-five to thirty-five blooms
per stem when the plant is.at full maturity. |

Fast and vigorous growth.—The plants of the present
variety will show first flowers approximately 6 weeks after
potting and- can be brought again to bloom. in approx-
imately 4 to 5-week cycles. In terms. of commercial: pro-
duction, it becomes. extremely important inasmuch as the
time for bringing a plant to full maturity will be short-
ened by as much as two weeks for each blooming cycle
reducing the total time for bringing the plant to full com-
mercial maturity by approximately two and one-half
months. It will be appreciated that this is of significant
importance in terms of utilization of space and crop pro-
ductivity on a commercial basis. Under normal growing
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conditions, the plant will roughly double in size with each

flowering.

Profuse flowering.—In the plant of this new variety the
number of blossoms per stem, as well as the number of
stems, increases with each ﬂowering. Approximately six
blooms per stem can be expected -at first flowering, ap-

proxunstely double that number with the second flower-
ing. At full maturity, each stem may have approximately

twenty-five to thirty-five blooms and each stem has the
strength to support that number. -

Uniform bouquet.—In the present plant, the blossoms
uniformly open above the leaves. The stems come up
through the middle of the plant and the flowers form a
well defined, attractive and compact crown characterized
by shorter petioles and which crown is substantially hemi-
spherical. The bouquet formed by the opened blossoms
above the leaves is well centered and is almost complete-
ly unmterrupted by the intrusion of leaves and this char-
acteristic is found uniformly throughout the series. |

Prolonged blooming period.—When the flowers of the
present variety are not cut back to force shorter bloom-
ing cycles, the blooming period is markedly longer than
heretofore. Even as the flowers ripen past maturity, the
appearance of the prolonged blooming period is main-
tained inasmuch as the flowers will not drop from the
stems. There are no naked flower stems protruding from
the bouquet inasmuch as the flower will remam on the
stem until it withers.

Resistance to disease.—Resistance to disease in the pres-
ent plant Vanety is notably improved over prior African
violets. Of primary concern to breeders and growers of
African violets in the past has been soft rot, mildew and
botrytis which are caused by flowers opening beneath the
leaves of the plant and primarily by early dropping of
the flowers from their respective stems into the stem
structure and pot as the flower ripens. These diseases can
lead to complete decay of the plant. In the present variety,
these problems are overcome inasmuch as the flowers uni-
formly open above the leaves of the plant and the ripened
flowers will not drop from the flower stems. Each flower
stays on the stem until it withers and will not drop into
the moist soil at the top of the pot where it could lead

to the above diseases. In the past the effective remedy for

the above diseases was to promptly remove flowers as
 they fell. The benefit of less care and attention is espe-
cially appreciated in a commercial operation. In the pres-
ent variety, the leaf cuttings will initiate a percentage of
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e time. The flower stems protrude through the
leaves and the flowers will open above the backdrop of
leaves and will be uniformly centered in that backdrop
forming a compact, single crown or bouquet of blossoms.
After cutback, the plants will uniformly bloom again in
four to five weeks, again produomg a well defined, full
bouquet roughly double 111 size from that of the last

blooming.
Since the plant roughly doubles in size with each flow-

ering, it becomes commercially impractical to keep them
beyond approximately one year because of the storage
problems. Plants of the present variety approximately
twelve months old and grown under normal conditions,
will acquire a size of approximately eighteen to twenty
inches in diameter and will yield approximately five hun-
dred to six hundred individual flowers. Because of the uni-
formly high quality of the present variety, almost all of
the plants are considered good for show purposes.
- While there may be minor wvariations in the leaf size
and shape, and in the shape of the flowers, which are com-
mon to African violets, the other characteristics herein-
before described are constant. Of particular importance
are: (1) the uniformly large, compact bouquet or flower
head in each plant of apprommately five to six inches in
diameter -at the second blooming, supported centrally of
and above a wreath of medium green leaves; (2) approx-
imately six to eight flowers per stem at first blooming and
approximately double that number at second blooming,
and approximately twenty-five to thirty-five at full ma-
turity; (3) substantially simultaneous and early bloom-
ing of the flowers on the stems of each plant at each
blooming, and substantlally SImultaneous blooming of all
plants started from leaf cuttings at the same time under
the same conditions and maintained under the same con-
ditions at each blooming; (4) a plant having the forego-
ing features in which the flowers are white with blue at
the base ends of the petals, and many of the flowers are
semi-double, and which is subsequent pmpagatlons are of
substantially the same color.

I claim:

1. A distinct varlety of African violets substantlally as
herein shown and described, characterized as to novelty

- by a habit of bearing a large, solid, flower head, which
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plantiets in the high 90 percent range and they will come -

“up at substantially the same time which is uniformly

earlier than heretofore and the initiated plantlets are also
of uniformly higher quality. -

Inherited characteristics.—The new plants wﬂl uni-

formly carry the characteristics of the parent plant. These " - turity, a long blooming period, and said plants being fur-

characteristics include color and shading of flower, color
and shape of leaf, uniform and vigorous growth character-
istics, and the other new and permanent oharactenstlcs of
the present variety above enumerated. ;
Pronounced uniformity.—Perhaps the most important
characteristic of the present variety of African violet is
that of unlfornuty Umformlty and reliability are found
at every point in the growing of this variety.
- In plants initiated at one time from leaf cuttings vir-
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head is approximately from five to six inches in diameter
at second blooming with approximately six to eight stems
in. each plant at first blooming, supporting the flowers
of each flower head being above a wreath of medium
green leaves on each plant surrounding the flower head
and . supporting approximately six blooms on each stem
at first blooming and approximately double that number
at second blooming and from approximately twenty-five
to approximately thirty-five flowers per stem at full ma-

ther characterized by substantially simultaneous early
blooming of the flowers on the stems, of each plant at
each blooming, and substantlally simultaneous blooming

- of all plants started from leaf cuttings at the same time
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tually all plantlets uniformly come up at the same time

and bloom at the same time following the planting,
Given the proper growing room, the leaves of the plants

will describe a uniform foundation and backdrop for the

opening flowers. As the plant matures toward first bloom-

ing, substantially all of the plants of a given flat will bloom
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under the same conditions and having the same treat-
ment, and a distinctive and attractive white flower color
Wlth blue at the bases of the petals, and which flowers do

not drop from the stems after witherings, thereby avoid-

ing damage and: destruction due to mildew and botryns
from fallen. blossoms | |

No references cited.
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