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' ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A new variety of rose plant originating as a sport of
‘Mother’s Day (unpatened) and characterized by its very
delicate French Rose coloration and its adaptability to
greenhouse pot-forcing culture.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This new variety of rose plant was discovered by me
at Pinellas Park, Fla., in March 1966, in the course of
my work in connection with propagation and growth,
~for commercial purposes, of the parent variety “Mother’s
Day.” The new variety originated as a sport of the
parent variety grown on greenhouse bench and was
noticed because of its very distinctive French Rose color-
ation, a feature which, coupled with the other character-
istics of the parent, was believed to have strong com-
mercial merit. Asexual propagation of this sport by bud-
ding, through successive generations, at Hamilton City,

- Calif,, has demonstrated that the distinctive character-

istics of this new variety of rose plant are fixed and
hold true. At present, propagation for commercial pur-
poses 1s carried on, by budding, at Hamilton City, Calif.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

My new variety of rose plant is shown in the accom-
‘panying full color photographic drawing in which the
upper view 1s a close-up of the blooms and foliage show-
ing the form of fully opened flowers and buds, and the

lower view shows an entire plant illustrating its growth
“habit and form. -

DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW PLANT

The following is a detailed description of the new vari-
ety of rose plant with color specification according to

the Horticultural Colour Chart of the British Colour
Council. |

The plant
Origin: Sport. -
Parentage: “Mother’s Day” (unpatented).

- Classification: Botanic—Polyantha. Commercial—Green-
house pot forcing, |
IFForm: Bush.

- Height: To 214 feet.

Growth: Vigorous and upright.
- Branching: Much branched with good strength.
Foliage: Quantity—abundant.
Leaf size—3 1nches wide. Shape: Odd pinnate.
Leaflets—5 to 7 in number, Shape: Ovate with
serrated margins. Texture: Smooth. Color: Upper

side, Spinach Green 0960. Under side, Spinach
Green 0960/3.

Petiols—V5 to 34 inch long.
Rachis—Hairy, grooved.

Prickles.—Reddish Brown in color (general color

meaning) and of moderate size.
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The bud
Form: Ovoid.

Size: Small. |
Diameter.—7g to ¥4 inch.
Depth.—34 to ¥4 inch.
Bud opens slowly. | |
Color: When sepals first dividle—Geranium Lake 20/2.

When sepals begin to unfurl—Slightly lighter than
Geranium Lake 20/2. |

Sepals: Spear shaped and curl back.

Peduncle: Erect, smooth, and 1¥2 to 134 inches long,

The ﬂbwer

Blooming habit: Continuous and profusely through all
Seasons. |

Size: Small. Diameter—114 inches.

- Borne: In clusters—same as parent.

Shape: High center. Form changes to shallow cupped as
bloom matures.

Petalage: Number of petals—20 to 25.
Arrangement.—Regular imbricated.
Form.—Qbovate, usually with a shallow notch.
Color—OQuter petal, French Rose 520/1 edged with

Geranium Lake 20/2. Base—Near White. Inside

petal, French Rose 520/1, Reverse side, French
Rose 520/1. | |

Texture.—Soft,
Petaloids: Number—Variable, 2 to 6.
Size—Small.

Color—White at base leading into French Rose
520/1. |

Peduncle: Upright. 1%4 to 134 inches long.
Color.—Lettuce Green 861.

Effect of weather: Bloom is slightly lighter in color in
hot weather.

Persistence: Cleans slowly. Petals stay on stem 7 to 10

days.
Fragrance: Very slight

Lasting quality: On plant—7 to 10 days. As cut flowers—
4 to 5 days; sometimes longer.

Reproductive organs

Stamens: Anthers—Many in number, of irregular length,
and regular arrangement. Filaments—%4g to %g inch
long, Greenish Yellow in color (general color term).

Pollen: Color—Yellow (general color description).

Pistils: Several in number, variable in length. |

Stigmas: Color—Greenish Yellow (general description).

My new variety of rose plant resembles “Mother’s
Day” (unpatented) in all respects except color and in
that regard, the French Rose coloration of the blooms
of the new variety is unique and highly desirable for-

greenhouse and pot-forcing purposes.
I claim: |

1. A new and distinct variety of rose plant substanﬁally
as heremn shown and described, characterized by the
unique French Rose coloration of its blooms.
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