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The present Invention relates to a new and distinct
~variety of ponsettia plant (botanically Xnown as Fuphor-
bia pulcherrima), which was discovered by me as a sport
of an unnamed poinsettia variety of unknown parentage.

At the time of my discovery aforesaid, I was growing
many pOlIlS*“tha seedlings of various varizsties of unknown
parentage, in my greenhouses at Lier, Norway, and my
- attention was attracted to one particular plant. which
stood out because of its unusual self—branchmg habit.
‘Ordinarily, all other poinsettia varieties known to me
will not develop side shoots and multiple blooms unless
the terminal buds are pinched off. Accordingly, I recog-
- nized the self-branching habit of the new sport, without
- pinching, as a commercially valuable feature, and I, there-

 fore, took steps to carefully preserve the new sport and

keep it under close observation, together with asexual
reproductions thereof produced by me by vegetative cui-

tings planted in my greenhouses at Lier, Norway. These

~observations fully confirm the sclf-branching habit of
the new sport which is combined with other desirable
features, representing a unique combination of charec-
teristics which are outstanding in the new sport and dis-

~ tinguish it from all other poinsettla varieties known to

me, as evidenced by the following:

(1) A short-growing and compact plant habit:

(2) A uniform and fast rooting habit;-

(3) A scli-branching habit resulting in the produchon
of multiple blooms without pinching cff the terminal buds
-as required for other poinsettia varieties: |

(4) Attractive green foliage and attractive red bracts,
with the foliage being lighter in color than the foliage of
the variety known in the United States as “‘Paul Mikkel-
senn” (U.S. Plant Patent No. 2,328), and the red bracts
somewhat corresponding to the bracts of the above-
mentioned patented variety, but the uppermost leaves
also 'typically turning bright red, though they always show
green veins and green leaf-edfres and

(5) Loncr-lastmb plant quahtles

The accompanying drawing shows typlcal specimen

‘plants of my new poinsettia, respectively depicting the

bracts in cne view and the plant habit without bracts
in another view on a larger scale, as illustrated in color

as nearly true as it is reasonably possible to make the |

same in a color illustration of this character.

. The following is a detailed dE:SCI'lpthIl of my new
- variety, with color terminology in ‘accordance with Wil-
son’s. Horticultural Colour Chart, except where general

color terms of ordinary significance are cbvious, as based

on specimens grown in Norway and also at Encinitas,
- Calif., US.A.: |

.Parentage Sport of an unnamed and unpatented pom-
settia variety of unknown parentage.
Propagation: Holds its distinguishing

through succeedmrr propagations by vegetative cut-
~tings. |
Form: Short growing; compact.
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iabit of growth: Self-branching; contrary to other poin-
settia varicties, does not require pinching off terminal
buds to produce multiple blooms; as many as ten side
shoots develop without plﬂchmg, but when pinched,
the side shoots become even more vigorous

Rooting. habit: Very uniform and very fast.

Blooming habit: The blooming is more predictable than
other known varictics, and it is a “9-week” variety. _'

Blooming season: Blooms predictably and in time for
Christmas season and well beyond through at least
the month of April; is also a good wvariety for flower-
ing In spring, summer and autumn,

Foliage: The shape of the leaves vary a little from other
known varieties. |

Shape:—Most typlcal leaves arg more ovtate- :101111’11-
nate, and only seldom lobed.

Color—New foliage: upper side—Pod Green, Plate
061; lower side—Pod Green, Plate 061/1. Old
foliage: upper side—Spinach Green, Plate 0960

- lower side—Spinach Green, Plate 0960/2,

Obovate; relatively broad; bright red color.
Color: upper side—Currant Red, Plate 821/2: under
side—Rhodonite Red, Plate 0022.

Flowers (cyathia): In comparison with the variety “Paul
Mikkelsen,” the cyathia are, when no shortday treat-
ment is given, formed a httle earlier, are more in num-
ber, and have a strong yellow p@llen and are generally
stronger, with the tendency to splitting being only very

slight, and the cyathia do not drop off prematurely and
last as long as the bracts. -

Reprod_ucuve organs:

Stamens. —'—Quite numerous; from about ¥4 inch to
%4 inch long, Celor—-—Currapt Red, Plate 821/ 2
Pollen.—Color—Canary Yellow, Plate 2.
Styles—Color—Blood Red, Plate 820.
Ovaries.—Color—Scheele’s Green, Plate 860/1.
Necrar cups.—Color—Lemon Yellow, Plate 4/1.

General observations: The principal feature of novelty
of this new variety is the self-branching plant habit,
Wlthout the need of pinching, and while other charac-

teristics, earlier mentioned, vary also from other known
Vaneties their combmatmn with the principal feature
represents a new and unique combination. -

I claim:

1. A new and distinct variety of poinsettia plant, sub-
stantially as herein shown and described, characterized
particularly as to novelty by the unigque combinaﬁo-n of
a short-growing and compact plant habit, a uniform and
fast rooting habit, a self-branching habit resulting in the

| pmductlon of multlple blooms WIthOllt pinching off the

terminal buds as required for other poinsettia varieties,
attractive green foliage and atiractive red bracts, with
the foliage being lighter in color than the foliage of the
variety known in the United States as “Paul Mikkelsen”
(U.S. Plant Patent No. 2,328), and the red bracts some-

- what corresponding to the bracts of the above-mentioned

patented variety, but the uppermost leaves also typlcally
turning bright red, though they always show green veins
and green leaf-edges, and lonﬂ-lastmg plant qualities.,
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