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Our invention relates to a new and improved variety
~ of gladiolus plant, notable particularly for the intense,
deep color of its blossom and for its robust vigor and
ability to perform well in all parts of the United States.
We have identified this new variety as seedling #56-35-C
in our breeding work.

To the best of our knowledge, this variety is the result
of a cross between Royal Stewart (Plant Patent No.
1,339), and Burma (unpatented). Royal Stewart was the
seed parent and Burma the pollen parent. Hand cross
pollination was done by us in our field at Avon, Conn.,

- but no precaution was taken to prevent admlxture by bees
Or 1Insects.

This new variety has been asexually reproduced by ns
in Connecticut by natural increase from cormels through
~several generations and its characteristics have proven
to be permanently fixed. |

‘The illustration, made a part of this application, shows

a single bloom spike, reduced in size. The illustration

shows the form and placement of the florets on the spike
and is as nearly true to color as it is possible to depict.
In the following detailed description, color plate refer-
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ences are to “The Horticultural Colour Chart” by the

British Colour Council. Where there are other references
to color, the ordinary dictionary meanings of the terms
are intended.

| The plant

Growth: Strong; attains a height of 60 inches, overall.
Fine propagator.

Blooming: Blooms in 75 days from large bulbs in the
North,

39

40

- Plant Pat. 2,905

Patented July 15, 1969

2

Stems: Diameter of stem is ¥4 inch. Color of stem above
the bulb is purple.

Foliage: Deep green and sem1-dr00p1ng Leaves are 12
inches across.

Disease resistance: Excellent resistance to knewn gladio-
lus diseases.

Corms: Round and hlgh-crowned, with excellent husk
coverage. Husk has a purple cast. Color of flesh is
yellow.
| The flower

Spike: Flowerhead is 26 inches in length with twenty to
twenty-two buds of which seven to eight open at one

 time.

Bud:

Size~—QOpening buds are 2% inches long.
Opening.—Eight show color at one time.

Flower: Florets are formally placed on the spike. Indi-
vidual florets are 4%4 inches across. The form is ruffled
and triangular. Keeping qualities are excellent.

Petals: The shape is frilled and rounded. Upper petals
are 2Y4 inches across; lip, 1 inch. Substance is firm.
There is no fragrance. Color—Cardinal Red 822/1
shading to 822/3 at base of upper petal. Lower lip petal
822.

Reproductive organs:

Stamen.—Light purple.
Pistil.—Red.

Comparisons

Our new variety resembles no other variety because
no other variety has the intensity of color that ours has.

Having thus disclosed our invention, we claim:

1. The new and improved variety of gladiolus plant,
substantially as herein shown and described, character-
ized by its rugged growth, robust vigor, intense color of
blossoms and consistent performance in all parts of the
United States.

No references cited.
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