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This invention relates to a new and dlstlnct variety of

~ azalea plant.

The plant resulted from Cross- breedmg a . variety of

-azalea plant known in the trade as Mme. Memoria San-

‘ders, a nonpatented variety, with another Varlety known
as Chimes, which is also a nonpatented variety. The origi-

nal plant was produced by me in 1956, at San Gabriel,

Calif., using Mme. Memoria Sanders as. the seed parent
and Chlmes as the pollen parent. .

The fiowers produced by the new vanety of azalea are

- substantially campanulate in shape and are bright red in

color. This variety bears flowers throughout the year but -
its peak blooming season occurs in the month of Febru-

ary in the coastal regions of southern California. The

~ plant 1s a vigorous, upright, large variety.

Campared to its seed parent Mme. Memoria Sandprs
the flowers of the new variety are Cardinal Red with parts

of the flower shading to Indian Lake. The petals shade to

~ white at the inner base portion whereas the flowers of the

seed parent are much lighter in color being substantially
a rose red. The flowers of the seed parent are more double

and the plant itself is not as vigorous or as large as the

plant of the new variety. The seed parent does not pro-
- duce as much pollen as the new variety.

Compared to its pollen parent Chimes, the flowers of.
the new variety are a much brighter red than those of the |

pollen parent that are best identified as orange red in
coloration and are definitely single. The flowers have a
~much longer life than those of the pollen parent, even
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Before calyx breaks. --—-Slze——-about three elghths of
~an inch in diameter and from one-half to three- -
quarters of an inch in length. :

As calyx breaks -—Color-—-predommantly green. se-

pals: shape—substantially elliptic; s:ze—-—range |
from one-half to three -quarters of an inch in
length.

As first petal opens.—Size—one and one-half to one
and three-quarters of an inch in length, with the -
~width being slightly less. Color—the color is pre-
“dominantly Cardinal Red 822/1. Shape—the pet-

als appear to be substantially round and are un-
dulate. They arrange themselves compactly aro und
the base and open up more toward the tip.

15 Bloom:
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though this plant is classed as more vigorous than the seed o

parent.

The new variety can be grown 61th”1‘ as a predommantly |

upright bush or it can be grown as a tree. The plant has -

been reproduced asexually by cuttings and grafting per-
-formed by me at San Gabriel, Calif. The resulting plants
and flowers produced by these asexual reproductions have
all reproduced true, bearing all of the distinguishing char-

‘acteristics of the new variety through the succeeding prop- -

“agations of this variety; this varlcty cannot be reProduced
true from seed. |

The accompanymg 111ustrat10ns in full color show a

. typical specimen of the olooms, buds, and foliage. The
~colors are as true as it is possible to reproduce them by
this type of color representation. A detailed description of

the new variety of azalea plant follows and to facilitate

1dentiication of the important colors described in the
specification, the designations adopted by the British Hor-
- ticultural Colour Charts has been followed

The flower '

 Locality where grown and observed: San Gabrlel Cahf '
Flcwers borne: A number of flowers are borne on a stem.

- Continuity: The plant will bloom throughout the year but

the peak blooming period occurs generally in February

in the coastal region of southern California. The flowers
will last on the plant from six to eight weeks in the win-
ter months but usually last only three weeks on the
- plant dun mg the summer months.

Bud: |
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Fohage | - | _
- Leaves.—Leaves are broad! y elliptic with the tip

Size~—The blooms are from two and one half to
| three inches at the widest part.
 Petalage—Petals vary from five to nine in number.
- Form.—Bloom is campanulate opening quite wide

- at the outer end. |
Petals, -—-—Shape—-the petals are substantlally orbicu-
lar at the outer end and become shghtly pointed

or more obtuse at the base. The margin is undu-
late. Some of the petals have one or more notches

in the margin. Color—the predominant color is
Cardinal Red 822/1, however, some parts of the
flower shade to Indian Lake 826/1. When one ap-
proaches the inner base portmn the petal becomes- |
almost white.

Gcneml color eﬁebz‘ —The general overall color ef—
- fect 1s the Cardinal Red 822/1.
Fiower longevity.—The flowers last up to eight

weeks during the coocler winter months and show
- a duration of about three weeks durmg the warmer
summer months.

" Repi od uctive organs

| Stamens Stamens vary from none to seven.

Fﬂaments Filaments are the same in number as the sta-

mens, Color—the filaments are substantmlly the o

| color of the flower.

Anthers: Anthers vary from none to seven in number
Color—the anthers are somewhat darker than the dark
color of the flower.

Pollen: Quantity—average quantlty COIGI’-——WhItlSh
Ovaries: Ovaries are not v151ble being covered Wlth fine
whlte hau‘s | - :

.The p!ant o

aplculat{-: and the base attenuate. Margin of the
leaf is slightly ciliate. The surface of the leaves is
~ slightly puberulent. Leaves are alternate. |

Petiole.—Petiole is about five-eighths of an inch long.
Veins.—Veins are pinnate in their arrangement and
are more prominent on the underside of the leaf
than on the upper side; back of petiole and mam |
veins sfrigose. |
Size of leaves.—The leaves are from one to one and
one-quarter inches in width and from two to two
and one-quarter inches in length when full grown.
Color of leaves.—Upper side of leaf—Parsley Green
00962, Under side of leaf——Willow Green 000862.
Growth habit: Plant is classed as 2 moderate grower. The
plant can grow up to fifteen inches in one year during

the early growth period and if permitted, the plant
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could reach a height of six feet. This variety can be

grown either as a predominantly upright bush or it can
be trained to form a tree.

Main stems: When trained as a bush the principal stems
can be up to one inch in diameter. When trained as a
tree the trunk will reach a diameter of one and one-
quarter inches or slightly more.

Having described my invention, I claim:

1. The new and distinct variety of azalea plant sub-
stantially as herein shown and described, characterized
‘particularly as to novelty by the slightly double, campanu-
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late, predominantly Cardinal Red blooms that have small
areas shading to Indian Lake, borne in great profusion
during the winter months with many blooms on a stem,
by its flowering habit that extends substantially through-
out the year, by the long life of the blocims particularly
during the winter months, and by 1ts vigorous, upright
erowth habit. |

Mo references cited.

10 ROBERT E. BAGWILL, Primary Examfm’r.
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