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1 Claim. (Cl Plt.—-—-54)

This invention relates to a new and distinct variety of
Raphiolepis plant, a member of the Rosaceae family.

The plant was discovered by me in 1958, as a chance
seedling growing in a bed of Raphiolepis indica, a non-
patented variety which has been identified by the trade
- name of “Springtime,” that was being cultivated bv me on

my property located at 9429 East Linden, Beliflower,

California.

The new variety has been '1sexually reproduced by me
on my property in Bellflower, California, primarily by
cuttings and graftings.. The seed parent of the new vanety
is an unpatented variety of Raphiolepis indica that is
widely grown in Southern California, the pollen parent
of the new variety is unknown. A large number of plants
of the new distinct variety have been reproduced asexual-

ly by the methods indicated above, and in all cases the

resulting plants have exhibited the disting’uishing charac-
teristics of the parent plant showing that the strain is
~true. The new variety eannet be repr-odueed true from
seed. -

My new and distinct variety is characterized as to

novelty by its vigorous compact growth which may be

‘best defined as a mounding habit; by its profuse blooming

period which extends from April through May and is fol-
- lowed by a lighter blooming period in the fall of the year;
and by the color of its blooms. The leaves of the new
variety are small, coriaceous with serrulate margins, the
shape of the leaf is obovate to oblanceolate,

‘The new variety differs from its seed parent Raphiolepis
indica in the smaller size of its leaves, its compact mound-
ing habit of growth, and by the color of its flowers which
are Neyron Rose whereas the flowers of the parent plant
are light pink in color. The panicles of flowers of the

new variety are described as broadly pyramidal in shape

while the flowers of the seed parent are narrowly pyra-
midal,

The claimed variety shows characteristics which, when
compared to another nonpatented variety of Raphlolepls
that is identified by the trade name of “Enchantress,”
clearly distinguish it from the variety “Enchantress.”
The leaves of the new variety are up to two and one-
quarter inches in length, measured from the base of the
petiole, and are approximately seven-eighths of an inch
in width; the leaves of “Enchantress” are much larger,
some leaves attain a length of three and one-quarter
inches, measured from the base of the petiole and reach
‘a width of one and one-half inches. The petiole of the
new variety seldom exceeds three-eighths inch in length
while the petiole of the “Enchantress” is five-eighths inch
in length.

The blooms of “Enchantress” are Rhodamine Pink
527/1, based on the British Horticultural Colour Charts,
which is an entirely different color than Neyron Rose
623, the predominant color of the petals of the new
variety. One feature that particularly distinguishes the
new variety from “Enchantress” is that the petals of “En-
chantress” are uniform in color throughout the entire
length of the petal whereas those of the new variety are
Neyron Rose 623 at the darkest portion and gradually
shade to Neyron Rose 623/1 as the base portion is ap-
proached. The base portion of each petal is white, and
extends an appreciable distance from the base. The
flowers of the claimed variety are appreciably larger than

those of “Enchantress.”
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The accompanying illustrations in full color show the
entire plant and an enlarged view of one of the panicles
of flowers. The color of the leaves and flowers are as
close as can be reproduced by this method of illustration.
To facilitate the identification of the important colors,
the terminology adapted by the British Horticultural
Colour Charts has been adopted.

A detailed description of the new variety follows:

The plant

Type: Evergreen bush,

Growth habit: Mounding habit.

Size: The bush reaches a height of approximately two
and one-half feet and a width that is feur feet or more.

Foliage:

Quantity ~Abundant,

Shape—QObovate to oblanceolate. The tip of the
leaf is obtuse with the base of the leaf being at-
tenuate.

Size —Mature leaves are from one and one-half to

two and one-quarter inches in length and vary in

width fr om three-quarters to seven-eighths of an
inch,

Color~—The upper portion of the leaf is dark green
and the underneath side of the leaf is a lighter

- shade of green.

New Foliage—New growth has a dull reddlsh color,
subsequently changing to a lighter green than the
mature leaves while retaining a dull red margin.

Margin—The leaves are serrulate for about one-
half of three-quarters of the length of the margin
from the tip.

Texture.—l eaves are coriaceous in texture.

Petiole—The petiole is usually three eighths of an

~inch in length when fully developed. -

Arrangement.—The leaves are alternate on the stem.

The ﬂower

Blooming habit: The plant blooms profusely during the
months of April and May. This blooming period is
followed by a lighter blooming period in the fall of
the year.

Shape of influorescence: The flowers form in a broadly
pyramidal terminal panicle. Size of the individual
flower: The flowers are approximately three-quarters
of an i1nch in diameter.

Number of petals: Five petals form a flower.

Shape of petals: Petals are obovate.

Color: The flower petals are Neyron Rose 623, with the

central portion of the petal shadmg to Neyron Rose

623/1. The base of the petals is white.

There are five sepals which are united and are
tinged with red at the tips.

Peduncle: The flowers are attached to short peduneles
that are approximately one-quarter of an inch in length.
The peduncle is slightly hairy.

I claim:
A new and distinct variety of Raphiolepis plant sub- -
stantially as herein -shown and described, characterized

particularly by the distinctive and unique coloring of

the flowers which are Neyron Rose, the base portion of
the petals being white; by the broadly pyramidal shape
of the panicles of flowers; by the smaller size of the
leaves; and by its compact mounding growth habit.
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