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This invention relates to a new and distinct variety of
almond tree originated by me in my experimental orchard
located near Le Grand, Merced County, California, dur-
ing the course of a long and continuing plant breeding
program seeking improved varieties of fruits and nuts, in-
cluding almonds.

The present variety of almond tres was originated by
me in the following manner: |

- Several thousand seeds were gathered from a row of

Mission (unpatented) almond trees growing between ad-
jacent rows of trees of the Nonpareil (unpatented)
almond. Thus, such seeds—when planted—produced
seedlings of which the seed parent was the Mission, and
the pollen parent probably the Nonpareil, These seed-
lings were maintained under careful observation, and upon
bearing nuts, one such seedling (which is the present va-
riety) evidenced certain novel and desirable characteris-
tics for commercial growing. | |

The variety was, therefore, selected by me for this pur-
pose and I subsequently asexually reproduced it in my ex-
perimental orchard, located as aforesaid, by top-working
on mature orchard trees. Such asexual reproductions ran

- true to the parent in all respects.

In comparison to the Nonpareil (long the most im-
portant almond grown in California), the herein claimed

~variety is advantageously distinctive in the following re-

spects: |

Firstly, the nuts have a heavier, harder, and better
sealed shell which makes the kernels less susceptible to
contamination by dust and moisture, and damage by in-
sects, birds, fungi, and other organisms. Further, by rea-
son of such improved shell, the nuts better withstand har-
vest and hulling by power actuated machines used for
knocking, raking, picking up, hulling, and shelling,

Secondly, the nuts weigh approximately ten percent

more than the Nonpareil but the kernels average approx-

imately twenty percent smaller in size; such smaller ker-
nals being relatively thin and flat and thus of the type in
demand by confectioners for use in candy bars.
Thirdly, the shell is of a uniformly light straw color;
such attractive color of the shell, together with a mini-
mum of defective kernels, making the nuts especially de-

- sirable for in-shell sales. |

The drawing comprises an illustration, by photographic
reproduction in color, of a first year shoot with leaves;
nuts with the hull removed; .a nut with one-half of the
shell removed and the kernal cut to expose the meat: a
kernel from one side; and another kernal from one edge.

Referring now more specifically to the botanical de-

tails of this new and distinct variety of almond tree, the

following is an outline description thereof; all major color
plate identifications, by comparison with fresh specimens,
being by reference to Maerz and Paul Dictronary of Color:

except where common terms of color definition are em-
ployed:

Tree: |
Density—Dense,
Size.—Large.

Vigor—Vigorous,

Trunk: -
Form.—Stocky.
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Texture—~~Medium.
Branches: |
Form ——Medium.
Texture.—Medium,
Branching habit—Upright.
Foliage: Quantity—abundant.
Leaves: | . _
Size—~Medium. Average length—4"’,
- width—1546"".
Shape—OQval.
Thickness.—Medium.
Margin—Glandular; crenate.
Petiole—Medium length; medium thickness.
Glands.—Average number and position—2 on peti-
ole, and 2 on base of blade. Alternate; medium
size,
Color~—Top side—mediam green (23-J-7). Under
side—lighter green (22-J-6).
Bloom:

Amount of bloom.—Heavy.
Color~~White.
Blooming period—Late, approximately with Mission.
Crop:
Bearing.—Regular bearer.
Productivity —Heavy.
Distribution of nuts on tree~—Well distributed.
Harvest period —Early to medium; with or a few
days after Nonpareil. |
T'enacity~—IHangs well on tree; easy to harvest; easy
to hull. |
Hull:
Form.—Regular.
Thickness—Thin.
Color.~—QGray green.
Nut:
Size—Medium to small.
Average thickness—1344"",
- Nuts per pound on average sample.~—250-300.
Form.—Length/width-—ovate,  Width/thickness—
- medium. | |
Shell—Hard; smooth. OQuter shell—hard.
shell-—hard: well sealed.
Color.—Uniformly light straw (11-F-4).
Pits—5Small; numerous,.
Base.—Equare,
Stem scar.—Small,
Apex.—Acute. -
Wing.-—Narrow; thin.
Inner surface.~—Light,
Ventral streak.—Light.

Percentage of kernel to nut on average sample.—50
percent. |

Average

Average length-—114".

Inner

Kernel; -

Size.—Medium to small. Average length—7%". Av-
erage width—%5"", Average thickness—4s"".
Kernels per ounce on average sample.~—30-35.
Form.—Length/width—ovate.  Width/thickness—
medium to flat. |
Base~—Square.
Stem scar.—Small,
Apex.—Obtuse.
Surface.—Smooth.
Pellicle—Thin.
Pubescence.—Medium.
Color.—Medium brown (14-I-11 ).
Number of doubles.—Very few.
Defective kernels—Very few.
Fiavor.—Sweet,

Quality —Very good.
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The tree and its nuts herein described may vary in
slight detail due to climatic and soil condilions under

o

)

which this variety may be grown; the present description .

 being of the variety as grown in the Central Valley of
California. |

The following is claimed:

A new and distinct variety of almond tree, substantially
as illustrated and described, characterized—in compari-
son to the Nonpareil-—by nuts ripening at the same time
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or a few days later and having a heavier, harder, and
better sealed shell; by nuts which weigh approximately
ten percent more but whose kernels are approximately

twenty percent smaller, relatively thin and flat, and infre-

quently defective; and by nuts having shells of uniformly
light straw color.

- No references cited.

"ABRAHAM G. STONE, .Prfmary Examiner.
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