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This mventlon makes avaﬂable at new and distinct

 variety of Verbena peruviana plant of the prostrate type.
- The new and distinct variety is characterized by its

unique white blooms that are borne in rather large clus-
ters on a long stiff stem; and by its rather thick leaves that

“are a mediom bright green. The plant is of the ground

cover type and its branches and leaves are classed as
prostrate and spreading. The new Vlaﬂaty exhibits
vigorous and hardy growth.,

The new and distinct variety of Verbena peruviana was

: .dnsewared be me as a sport growing in a cultivated bed

of ordinary unpatented variety of Verbena peruviana that

is situated on my property located at 564 E, 165th Street,
- in the city of Gardena,

county of Los Angeles, State of
California. The. spomt was discovered by me in March

1959.

distinguishing characteristics :of the new and distinct vari-
ety, thereby establishing that the strain is true. A large
number of cuttings have been made since the new variety
was discovered. This new variety cannot be reproduced
true from seed. |

The iaocompanymg allustmtwn in fu]l wlor, shows
typlcal specimens of the flower and leaves. The colors
in the illustration are as correct as it ds possible nto re-

produce them by this type of illustration.

‘A detailed description of the new variety of V erbena
peruviana follows. To assist and facilitate identification

~of the impor{ant colors mentioned in this specification,

the nomenclature adopted by the British Horticultural
_Covlolur Charts has been followed.

Flowers

'Localllty where gnown and observed: Gardena, Oahfﬁmia. |
- Flowers borne: Clusters of individual ﬂowers are ‘borne

on stiff erect stems, the |length of the stem varying from
- four to eight inches.
Number of individual flowers—The ﬂowers are gen-

erally in clusters of 17 to 19 and these are borne
on a single stem.

Size of clusters—The flowers are arranged in the

form of a rough circle that is from 134" to 2" in
diameter.

Individual flowers:
- Size~FEach individual flower has generally five petals

‘The new variety has been reproduced asexually at 564
- E. 165th Street, Gardena, California, from cuttings and
sall of the descendants of this plant have exhibited the

- United States Patent Office
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- Habit: The plant is of the prostrate type.
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and the flowers are from 12" to a maximum of

98" in diameter; the small s:1ze gives the cluster a
damty aappea.mnce.
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Color—The flowers are white both outside and in-
side. The center of each flower has a pale yellow
€yc.

The Plant

- "The plant ex-
“hibits @ vigorous growth and makes an excellent ground
cover, |
Blooming bhabit: The plant blooms abundantly from
February to November in the area in which it was ob-
served in southern California. The blooming permd
1s extended into the late fall if the weather remains
warm, as it sometrmes will in southern California.
Leaves:
Shape —Leaves are ovate or oblong trlangular and
-~ have a substantially cuneate base that is decurrent
into a rather short petiole, the petiole in some
leaves s very short; divisions are pinnatified giving
a serrated effect to the margin of the leaves, the

leaves have a tendency to be Ievolute at the
margins. -

Texture—The leaves are relatively thick, veiny and
rugose, the lower portion of the ﬂlefaﬁ.res being cov-

ered with short stiff hairs that are particularly no-
ticeable on the veins.

Borne on stem~The leaves are generally opposite.
Each opposite pair of leaves is positioned on the
stem. at substantially rlght angles to the adjoining

pair of leaves; there is consaldemble distance be-
tween pairs.

Size~Mature leaves vary from 74" to 114" in
length; rt-]:_le leaves are approximately from 54’ to
Y4'" in width at the widest portion of the leaf near

the base and the portion of the leaf adjoining the
widest part will vary from 22" to 38" in width,

this narrower portion tapering to a narrow point
at the outer end of the leaf.

Color.—Upper side—Parsley Green 00962/1.,
er side—Parsley Green 00962/3. The leaves ap-
pear to maintain their bright ereen color even
after prolonged exposure to bright sunlight. |

Branches: The brances remain close to the ground and
extend in all directions from the central portion of
- the plant. The length of the stems is from 3" to 7.
Rooting: The plant is self rooting.
Aroma: The blooms of the plant have no appreciable
aroma and the foliage has no distinctive aroma.

I claim:

A new and distinct variety of Verbena plant substan-
tially as illustrated and described, characterized by its all
wiite andividual flowers in clusters of many flowers borne
on a stiff substantially erect stem, and by its medium
sized bright green leaves borne opposite each other and
widely spaced on the stems, and by its vigorous growth.
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