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1 Claim. (Cl. 47—60)

The subject of the present invention or discovery is a
new and distinct variety of poinsettia plant (Fuphorbia
pulcherrima) originating as a cultivated sport. .

Broadly, this new variety of poinsettia plant is distin-
guishable from its parent plant, as well as from other
known varieties, mainly by its early blooming character-
istic and the distinctive coloration of the foliage leaves
which are more nearly adjacent to the bract involucre.

The accompanying illustration forming a part of this
application graphically shows this new variety in color
at substantially full maturity or optimum, the illustration
being a perspective view taken from an angle above the
plant and therefore illustrating the bracts and foliage
leaves substantiaily as a full face wiew, as well as the
characteristic coloring of the foliage leaves, which is a
differentiating feature of this new variety. |

The colors referred to herein correspond approximately
with those shown in “Dictionary of Color” by Maerz
& Paul (first edition, 1930), and identified by the com-
mon color names and by the plate of said color standard,
as recapitulated in tabular form herein. |

The following "description more fully sets forth the
characteristics of this new variety.

- Pd'}jenmge

This new variety was originated, discovered and culti-
vated by me in a cultivated area of the glass house. at
my experimental and growing gardens at Encinitas, Cali-

fornia, by cuttings. It originated as a cultivated sport

of poinsettia plant of the variety commonly called
“Gloria,” which is not patented but has been known
in the trade by that name for many years though it is
a variety which has acquired its greatest use and popu-
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larity in Burope, and not extensively in the United States -

up to this time, : o
| B Propagation

| ' This new variety of poinsettia plant has been asaﬁﬁally
reproduced by cuttings and has been cultivated by me in

45

my said glass house, and successive reproductions there-

of have remained true to type and it has shown its herein
described qualities and characteristics to be permanently
fixed.” In asexually reproducing this new variety, I found
it satisfactory and efficient to cut pieces of stalk of soft
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wood substantially six inches in length in or about the

months of June, July and August, embedding one end
of such cuttings in beds of sand in my glass house. After
three or four weeks, the cuttings are well rooted and
may be transferred to individual pots. My experience
has been that the optimum temperature for propagation
and growing under glass is of the order of 62 to 65 de-
grees F. night temperature, the daytime temperature be-
Ing warmer, such as 70 to 75 degrees F., and subject to
the varying conditions of light, heat, thickness of glass,

cultivation, character of soil, fertilizer, and pruning or
pinching,

1 Habits of Growth

This new variety of poinsettia plant develops its growth
- somewhat more rapidly than the normal average growth
of poinsettia plants and will mature to optimum from
about November 20th to December 10th, and produces
the optimum of its bract involucre in the period from
November 25th to about December 10th, which is ap-
proximately three weeks earlier than the usual well-
known varieties of poinsettia plants. This new variety
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is hardy and healthy in growth, and its rate of growth
may be characterized as somewhat faster than medium
or average. This new variety seems to have an unusual
resistance to disease and other detrimental factors and
influences.

More particularly, this new variety is unusually resis-
tant to a steam rot discase condition which is usually
recognized as being caused by a root fungus designated
rhizoctonia, and is also unusually resistant to a root rot
condition caused by a fungus thielaviopsis, the detri-
mental factors of which are principally evidenced by leaf-
drop of the foliage prior to complete maturity of the
bract involucre and inflorescence. This resistance to dis-
ease and detrimental factors has been observed in this
new variety when it has been grown side by side with
other existing known varieties in the same field or in the
same greenhouse condition, and the comparison of the
new variety with known varieties has been observed over
several years. These stated advantages of this new
variety were established by cbservation of conditions
present under usual and normal southern California field
culture conditions in which night-time temperatures in
winter frequently go down into the lower forties (F.).
In plants grown in the greenhouse the temperature is
maintained substantially uniformly around sixty to sixty-
five degrees (F.), and the same conditions would not be

so readily observable as under field grown conditions and
comparisons.

o Structure | - |
This new variety has a well-developed spread of root
structure. The peduncle or main stalk is of a medium

green color and of usual medium strength, usually grow-
ing upwardly as a single stalk rather than spreading or

having side shoots. Its normal average height is about

4 feet. The internode space between foliage leaves is
quite uniform and regular. At the top or axial end of
the peduncle, a node is formed from which grow several
irregularly diverging pale yellow-tinted green bract-bear-
ing branches or stem-like spurs, which bear the inflores-
cence and bract involucre. By reason of this spreading
of the bract branches or spurs, the bracts themselves are
spread irregularly from a center rather than radiating
closely and uniformly from a single center, and the
inflorescence on the diverging spurs is also thereby spread
rather than concentrated at a single center.

Bracts

The bract involucre may be termed conventional in
the sense that there is.no characteristic substantial difer-
ence from the bract involucre of the parent variety known
as -“Gloria.” But since the popularity of the “Gloria”
variety has up to this time been more pronounced in
Europe than in the United States, it is believed proper
that the bract involucre of the present new variety may
be briefly described. The bracts and also the petioles
thereof are of a vivid pink-tinted rich red color which is
closely similar to, but not quite so brilliant as, the colora-
tions of bracts of the variety of poinsettia plant disclosed
in my Plant Patent No. 1,779, dated December 9, 1958.
Because of the diverging branches or spurs from which
the bracts grow, the bracts are irregularly spaced from
the center of the 1nvolucre, and, in addition, they have
quite long petioles which further space them from a
clustered center. The bracts vary widely in size, both in
length and width, but they have a general uniformity of
contour which is prolately ovate-acun inate, though there
may be one or two bracts in an mvolucre which are

oblate, which happens to be present in the specimen illus-
trated herein.

Foliage Leaves -

‘The foliage leaves are arranged around the peduncle,
the nodes thereof being quite unifor ly spaced, and the
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petioles radiate in steﬁped staggered order from the |

peduncle. The petioles of the foliage leaves are reddish
pink in color, and this same color extends with some
modification into the dorsal vein of the foliage leaves,
and to a lesser extent into the venation of the foliage
leaves. The foliage leaves are of a generally rose-leaf
acute ovate shape, without serrations at the edge, and
are quite regularly veined in the herringbone manner.
One of the predominant distinguishing characteristics of
this new variety is the varying coloration of the foliage
leaves. Those leaves, which are remotely spaced from
the bract involucre are of a medium green color, similar
to the foliage leaves of the parent plant “Gloria.” A
group of four to six foliage leaves which are relatively
spaced next adjacent to the bracts have variations of
color, varying from a dark green with a purplish tint for
those leaves in that group which are inore remote from
the bracts: whereas, those leaves in that group which are
more nearly adjacent to the bracts are of a much lighter
shade of purple with a reddish tint, and those foliage
leaves which are immediately and next adjacent to the
bracts are variegated or splashed with arcas simulating
the rich pink-tinted red coloring of the bracts.

Inflorescence

The inflorescence grows in clusters upon the pale green
branches or spurs heretofore described as branching
irregularly and divergingly upwardly and expansively
apart from the free axial end of the peduncle and cen-
trally of the bract involucre. This inflorescence is also
similar to the inflorescence of the *“Gloria” variety.
Upon the length of the spur branches grow the flower
cyathium on short sub-acaulescent stems. As in a large
number of varieties of poinsettia plants, the cyathium
is of pale green color, small and not prominent, and the
flower growing therefrom is orange yellow in color with
a touch of crimson red cenfer. Since the spurs diverge
relatively, the inflorescence growing thereon is in rela-
tively spaced clusters, spreading the flower clusters to-
wards the bracts, which provides a very attractive un-
formalized appearance to the bract involucre as an en-
tirety,

Variations

Different plants of this variety have an unusual simi-
larity of adherence to characteristics and type herein
described., However, there may be some variation in the
characteristics of minor details, 1n comparison of plants
growing in various localities, in different soils, and in
different times of the year, varying temperatures, varying
types of glass house, or out of doors,

Color Tabulation

The color designations according to the color plates of
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said “Dictidnary of Color” are recapitulated in tabular
form as follows: | :

e il

Dictionary of color
Non-Technical -
Part of plant designiation of color
| | - [Plate|Letter| Num-
- . ber
STRUCTURE
Peduncle, main stalk. ... Medium green. ... 24 | H 1
Bract-bearing spurs..... «-ww| Yellow-tinted green.| 17 | J 6
BRACTS
Bracts. oo caccvcnenmm————— Pink-tinted rich red. 11| 1. 3
Petioles of Dracts. cewuacacnac|acan- 4 10 [OOSR 1t L. 3
FOLIAGE LEAVES | |
1. Remotely spaced from | Medium green...-..{ 24| H 1
bracts. .
2. Foliage leaves in the group
of four to six next adja-
cent bracts: _ |
(a) Those more re-| Dark green with 24 1 A 12
mote from bracts purple tinf. | |
(in this group).
(b) Those more near- | Light purple with 4 | L 8
ly adjacent to reddish tint. |
the bracts (in N
this group). _
(¢) Those immediate- | Light purple varie- 43 | L 8
ly and next ad. gated with splash- 1L -3
jacent bracts (in ed areas of pink-
this group). tinted red simu-
lating color of
| braets. |
Petioles of foliage leaves_..._. Reddish pink._ .- 41 | L 5
Dorszal vein of foliage leaves..|..--- 4 o S 41 | L 5
INFLORESCENCE
Cyathium: ..ot Pale green . caeeeo--- 17 |1 6
B OWeT e e m Orange yellow. ... 10 | K 6
Center of lowel'eeumaaaoo Crimson red - ———.___ 41 | L q

Having déscri-bed and illustrated my new va!rigty | of

poinsettia plant, I claim: |
A new and distinct variety of poinsettia plant substan-
tially as illustrated and described, characterized by bracts
of a brightness and vividly rich pmk-tinted red color, 1ts
quality of early blooming, and more especially character-
ized by the variation of coloring of the foliage leaves, in
that the foliage leaves more remotely removed from the
bract involucre are of medium green color and the foliage
leaves more nearly adjacent to the bract involucre, such
as the group of four to six leaves spaced from the in-
volucre, have a purple color which is of darker purple
color in the foliage leaves of that group which are more
remote from the bracts, and graduating to a lighter shade
of purple in the foliage leaves in that group more nearly
adjacent to the bracts, and the said last mentioned foliage
leaves which are next adjacent to the bracts being irregu-
Larly splashed with color approximating the color of the
racts. | ; |

No references cited.
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