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My. present invention relates to an apple tree of the
Delicious type, specifically with reference to early color-
ing of the fruit.

My new variety originated in my orchards in the State
- of Washington, as a bud sport of the variety Shotwell

Delicious (Plant Patent No. 90), and has most of the
qualities of its parent. The sporting limb of the original

~ tree produces apples which are very similar to those of the

remainder of the tree except that the fruit of the sporting
limb has less pronounced striping in its final coloring,
also starts coloring at a much earlier date and attains full
color two or three weeks earlier than fruit on the rest of
the tree. |

I have asexua]ly reproduced rthls new variety by means

of budding, in my orchards at Tonasket, Washington.

"~ Second generation trees appear to be identical with the
~original sport and show the same characteristics of early
- coloring of their fruit and pmductmn of a much greater

percentage of color on the fruit in the more shaded parts
of the tree than does the Shotwell Delicious.

The accompanying illustrations show on the left a'

specmen of the fruit of my new variety, and on the right
a specimen of the fruit of the parent variety. The photo-
graphs were taken about a month before maturity of my

 new variety and are in as true colors as the photographer

could show by color photography. Both apples were

picked on the same day and thus show the difference in _-45

coloring of the two varieties on a given date when the
contrast is greatest. It should be noted, however, that
as the two varieties reach maturity certain changes in
coloring take place. The Shotwell Delicious will not
only develop more color but the striping will be some-
what more promment for a tlme until it reaches full color-

~ ing at which time the striping is again toned down by the

overlaying color. The color changes in my new vanaty

are described further in the specifications.

In the following detailed description of my new

~ variety, color plate designations indicate Ridgway’s Color
Standards and Nomenclature, while other color names in-

dicate the usual dictionary meamng of the terms.
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The tree

 Growth: Large; vigorous; spreading.

Production: Very productive of well-formed and well-
colored fruit.

.. Hardmess_ Has proved to be very hardy in Washmgton |

State.
The fruit
Size: Large.

' Shape: Oblong conic to oblong blocky, varying somewhat

according to local conditions where grown; slightly
ribbed.

Cavity: Deep; broad; and frequently furrowed

Stem: Medium in length and thickness.

Skin: Smooth: tenacious; medium thick; irregularly dotted
with nearly-whlte dots or specks. |

Core: Medium in size.

Flesh: Firm; tender; jutcy; yellomsh 1n color.

Flavor: Sub-acid.

Color: At about a month before maturity (as shown in
iltustrations) the color is approximately Oxblood
Pl. I) and with no apparent stripings. As the color
further develops it becomes much brighter and when
‘the fruit is fully ripened the skin is dark red, between
Carmine and Oxblood (Pl. I), with a few stnpmgs of
slightly lighter reds and occasional darker reds.

Seeds: Plump; brown; medium in size.

Although the apple most like my new variety is its
parent, the variety is sometimes called similar to Royal
Red Delicious (Plant Patent No. 1,278). This compari-
son is made because both varieties color rather early and

are both of the Delicious type, but there is little other

reason to say that they are stmilar. Coloring dates of my
variety are only a little earlier than those of Royal Red |
Delicious, but the final color of my variety is a much
darker red, and shows more stripes, instead of the over-
all cherry red blush of the Royal Red Dellcmus when it
finishes coloring.

The Red King (Plant Patent No. 1,411) is sometimes
mentioned as similar to my new variety but Red King has
broad, variable but pronounced stripes whereas my new
variety has narrow, rather uniform, obscure stripes. Red
King originated as a sport of Starking Delicious whereas

" my new variety is a sport of Shotwell Red Delicious.

Having thus disclosed my discovery, I claim: |
The new and distinct variety of apple tree of the
Delicious type, characterized particularly by its similarity
to its parent Shotwell Delicious (Plant Patent No. 90)
except for the coloring of its fruits at a date two or three
weeks earlier than the coloring of the fruits of its parent,

and of a larger percentage of well-colored fruits.
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