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Our present dlscovery cencerns a new variety of
- Leucophyllum Texanum rlant of the botanical classifica~
tion Leucophyllum frutescens (Scrophulariaceae), com- 20
monly known as Purple. Sage or Texas Silverleaf. -

. Qur new-discovery originated as a seedling of an un-
~ patented variety of Leucophyllum fmtescens Alba, both
“ seed and pollen parents, and is the result of breedmg
efforts carried on by us since 1951 in our nurseries at
Seabrook, Texas. We have asexually reproduced and
propagated this new plant, in our nurseries at Seabrook,
Texas, from cuttmgs grown with 111term1ttent mist 11:1
rsand -
 QOur new Vanety of Leucephyllum plant is beheved
~ to be a definite and commerelally valuable improvement
~ over the parent variety and is particularly distinguished
- from its parents by the compact form of its growth, its

‘heavy dense fehage, and its white flowers which are -

~ considerably larger than the flowers of the parents. Our

" new variety is further distinguished from its parents by
the fact that it blooms prolifically and centmuously from

‘April through October, thus blooming earlier than the

- parent variety, for a consxderably Ionger duratlon, and
with many more flowers. , 40
These - and other dlstmgumhrng charactenstlcs of our

new plant variety are ﬂlustrated 111 the accompanymg*- |

30

. -drawings in which:

Figure 1 shows a spray of the fohage and flowers
- Fig. 2 is a pen and ink drawmg showmg the dense 4_5
- and compact form of growth of the new variety.

- Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view in full color shemnge

portion of a branch and the manner in whrch the foliage
grows thereon. - |

Fig. 4 is a pen and ink srde elevation of 2 ﬂewer show-
‘ing the elongate stock of the pistil, -and |
Fig. 5 is a view in color showing a split and spread_
open flower to illustrate the arrangement of the stamens
and the yellow spoited 1r151de wall ef the threat or tube
of the flower. -
- The following is a detarled descrrptlon of our new
. -varrety of Leueophyllum plants, all references to color

~ being in accerdance Wlﬂl Maerz and Paul chtlonary of
Color, | - 60
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- er leaf, and its white flowers.
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. Plant
Growth Vrgereus upright and dense The plant grows |
from a 215 inch pot liner to a 24 by 24 inch bush in
one year, and ultrmately reaches a height of about 8
feet. The plant is very hardy and mthstarrds low tem-
peratures to 10° F.
Wood: The trunk is smooth and stocky. The branches |
- are smooth and are of a grey to green color. Angle of
“attachment of branches is 30 to 40 degrees Lenticles

number 24 per square inch and are 1/32 1r1ch in diameter.
‘There are no suckers.

Folrage The foliage is heavy with a- leaf size . of 15/{13 to

114¢ inches long, and %4¢ to 98 inch wide. The leaf

- shape is s_paeula-te-retuse, the edges are smeoth, and the
The leaf growth is sessile with oc-

texture is velvety.

casional grey-green petioles of about 332 inch i in length.
There are no twigs.

Leaf coloring is as follows: Small leaves at tips ef branch-
- es—top side, Plate 20, Letter B, No. 5; underside, sil-
very grey, Plate 18, Letter A, No. 3.. Larger, older

leaves—top- side, Plate 22, Letter I, Ne 7; underside,
- Plate 20, Letter B, No. 4. | |

F!owers

‘April through October. The flowers are axillary about
1 inch in diameter and the corolla is campanulate or

 funnel form with five to eight spreading lobes having

obtuse tips. The flowers are solitary and pubescent
‘and are white in color (Plate 9, Letter A, No. 1), with
-~ the exception that the inside surface of the tube contains

many pale yellow spots, Plate 9, Letter K, No. 2. |
- The buds are hardy and about 12 1nch in length
with no pubescence and are pale green in color, Plate .
18, Letter K, Ne 2. The calyx is five parted and about
'Y inch insize. The anthers are tri-lobed and white
in color with yellow pollen. The filaments are straight,
~ about % inch long and are white in color. The prstrl -

is single, stralght and br-ea,rpel and is a]so Whlte in

color. ) | o
As grown in our nursery at Seabreok Texa.s our new

‘variety of Leucophyllum plant has been observed to be
~ fully resistant to all known pests or diseases prevalent in
. that area. It most resembles Leucophyllum frutescens

Purpures, not patented, however, the new variety is par- -
ticularly distinguished from Leucophyllum frutescens in
that the latter has an obtuse form of leaf, while the new
variety has a retuse leaf and its flowers are generally much
larger. Other particular distinctions of the new variety
are its more vigorous and compact growth habit, its small-

Having thus disclosed our new plant discovery we

clarm

- A new and distinct varlety of Leucophy]lurn plant sub-

- stantrally as herein shown and described, characterized

particularly by its more vigorous and eempact habit of

- growth; its smaller retuse leaf; and its white flowers which
‘bloom earher, mere pmllﬁca]ly, and for a longer duratlon.

- No references cited.

The flowers are hardy and bloom eentmueusly from -
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