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The subject of the present 1nvent10n or. drscovery is a

- width: bracts; belng sufficiently: profuse, in;number . to, rela-

tively overlap in layers, and sufficiently spaced: radrally';

around - an- inflorescence ‘by- ;relatwely shnrt petrales fo
form a; wreath-hke -Ainvolucre. SN |

‘The-accompanying: rllustratlnn,jerntlng a part of thlS

| appl_l_c_atlen ,. graphically..shows-this - new- variety: in- color

and :more -particularly the-bract involucre, inflorescence

correspond substantially: Wlth those shown in “chtlcnary

‘of Color” by Maerz and Paul (first edition, 1930); and
“are more particularly identified by the color plate of sald |
o cclcr standard by recap1tulatlen¢ in -tabular form herein.
. The following is a detarled descrrptmn of thls new
---.varrety of pornsettla plant. = |

Parentage

o Thrs new varlety was . nrlglnated cnltlvated and drs-_

o covered by me in a cultivated area of a glass house or
- greenhouse ‘at-my ‘experimental and growmg gardens at
~ Encinitas, San Diego County, California.

It ‘originated
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"temperatnre fnr growmg under glass is nf the order ef"

- sixty. to sixty-five..degrees F., night temperature, ~the day-

10

- time- temperature .being warmer:and- subject to the vary-
ing conditions oflight, heating, ‘thickness - of glass culti-

- vation, character cf setl fertrhzer and prnnmg or
plnchlng - T |

Habtts of gr‘owth
ThlS new. varlety of plant will mature to optimum from

""abnut December first -to. mid-December, retaining bracts
~and leaf. fnlrage fer substantrally two months, after which

- the - plant will, normally. go. dormant for about three_

15
“new and distinct variety of poinsettia plant. (Erzphorbza N
pulcherrtma) originating as a cultivated sport. - o
- Broadly, this new variety of poinsettia plant is dis--
trngurshable from its parent plant as well as from other
- known varieties, mainly .in the shape; color and arrange-
- ment of the bracts which are predominantly a pale green-
ish tint of. creamy. white..color, and.of substantially -

‘greater transverse width than known varieties, the greater-

-'usually relattvely short ‘stiff -and very stre-n

20 "--te five feet of luxurrant wide. bushy grcwth its herght and

luxuriant growth dependlng appreclably on the type of

nwnths unttl the fellowmg sprlng
| | | Strucrure

The pednncles whlch branch from the aln trunk are'

and ‘the

-----

‘internode. space between fchage leaves is relatrvely short

compared . with - othef Var;etles the. normal result being
that-the. herght of the plant is lessened berng from four

" pruning or pinching, cultivation and’ fertilization, all of

~ which have a tendéncy:to. cause.a:growth of side shoots

o5 Which: prcmde a: Iuxuriant. wide  body , growth, . relatively
" shorter in- height than .the .normal. poinsettia- plant. At

" the. topor -axil. end -of;; the peduneles a node is fnrmed
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and foliage:leaves: at full maturity, and the characterrstrcs_ A

" which: differentiate-this. -new: variety.:

The..colors referred to.in the. cnlori tabulatlon herern. ".the nodes ‘being more closely :spaced: than nsnal

‘characteristic;iof imany varieties.-of; pe1nsett1a plants the

'~ foliagé leaves:areé not: entirely: unrferm n shape but may
" be-described:as: generally: ovate;: and havmg points .at the

- edges toward: the;outer:-end;, - They- have -herringbone

The color of the fcllage leaves n:tay be brnadly SR

40 'descrrbed as dark ivy green
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- .yenation.

as a cultivated sport of poinsettia plant of the variety .

- commonly known as “Ecke White” poinsettia plant, which ~ -
- is not patented but has been known in the trade by that
~name for many years, and is also referred to by that .

~nomenclature in pertinent 11terat11re such as Unlted States o0

.. -~ Plant Patent No. 1,085, dated April 22, 1952, and

~ bulletins of the agrlcultural experiment stations of sev-
~eral States, such as in “Greenhouse Potted Plants,” Ohio -
_- 'Agrlcnltural Expenment Statmn, chster Ohro (Sep- -
tember 1955) S |

Propagatwn |

Thrs new varlety nf pmnsettla plant has been asexn--:
ally reproduced and cultivated by me in my said ‘green-
~_ house or glass house by cuttings, and successive repro-

* ductions thereof have remained true to type and the here-
~in described .characteristics thmugh the propagation, cul-
tivation and asexual reproduction of several generations
. of this new variety, and it -has shown 'its. qualities and -
j-charactertstlcs to be permanently fixed.
. producing this new Varlety 1 have found it satisfactory -
~ and efficient to cut preces of stalk of soft wood substan- -
 tially six inches in length in the months of June, July and
‘August, embeddrng one end of such. cuttings in beds-of

| After three or four weeks the
~ cuttings are well rooted and may be transferred to indi-
My experrence has been that the eptlmum

In asexnally re- s

~or branches on quite short petioles.
- aprofusion of bracts, the majority of which are relatively

large, which causes them to overlie in several layers and =~
overlap at adjacent edges, pl‘OVldll‘lg an annular wreath o
~with a 1elat1ve1y srnall opemng at its center due to the

short petioles. | - o
The large bracts in planar contour, are elengated and -

'_55'-'pr01ately ovate-accuminate; they are numerically greater
- in number: of individual bracts than any of the known .
.. 'varieties of white poinsettias which have broad prclately o
- ovate-acuminate bracts; the involucre havrng a predcmr-i
- nating majority of the individual larger bracts of greater

| t,b ‘axial length and greater transverse width, greater thick-

_from- which. grow. pale green,, bract-bearrng ‘branches or

stem-like spursrwhrch bear the mﬂcrescence and the bract
involucre, | | | - -
Fnlrage leaves B

The felrage leaves are, arranged faronnd the peduncle,

B mcr.r

The bracts which are the predomlnatrng novelty of the |

| 45 present new variety are slightly thicker than usual and
¢ tend toward the sub-coriaceous.
‘involucre or Wreath radiating frnrn the bract-bearing spurs -

~They are formed In an

‘The involucre forms -

" ness and greater individual planar area than known varie-
- ties of white- pctnsettlas thus prevrdlng a wide dta 1eter' R
~ “to the involucre ranging up to six to eight inches. SRR

At the eptrnmrn of their maturity the bracts rnay be |

'-generally and brnadly described as predomlnantly a pale =
- greenish tint of creamy white with some, but not all, of
‘the bracts having a pale greenrsh-yellow tint of creamy -
white in the outer terminal end portion of their. planar

- “area, and a pale green tint to the perrpheral edge por-
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tion"of the bracts, as said coloration is more particularly
“described in the color tabulation below.  The venation of
-j.-the bracts rs nf the hernngbﬂne tYPB

Asis

The petrnles cf?_‘_': :'.
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the bracts are ef a pale green hue as compared with the -

.darker green color of the foliage leaves.

The season for optimum development of the bracts is

“from’ apprexrmately December 1st to mid-December and
they maintain- their optirhum appearance for an unusi-
ally long period, lasting substantrally two months, making
this new variety a premium’display plant for the Christ-
mas. market, espec1ally if interspersed with the usual red
varrety of pmnsetua for vivid. centrast of coler B

Inﬂorescence |
A node is formed at the upper axral end of each main

1‘;8'02.
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stalk or peduncle from which the bract—bearmg branches

cent stems.:

where the stigma is spread for polination. 'The cyathia
are a pale green color ‘at their base, blendlng into a pale

General character of growth

. ThlS new variety of pomsettla plant is further charac-
- terized by its strong and luxuriant growth, rendering cul-

tivation and propagation relatwely easy under favorable
conditions which are standard and normally exercised by

those skilled in cultwatlon of pornsettla plants

Varmttans |

leferent plants of this new vanety have an unusual |
similarity of adherence" to characteristics and type as |
herein described. - However, there may be some varia-

tions in the characterrstrcs of minor detail, in comparison

~ of plants grown in various localities, in different soils
~ and at various times of the year, varying temperatures
T _varymg types of glass houses, or out of doors. S

- OF Spurs grow upwardly and e:apanswely apart, bemg usu-
ally three in number, and upon these branches or spurs
Srow a plurahty of ﬂower cyat]:ua on short sub-acaules-
. -~ Each cyathium is’ cup-hke and contains a
“single pistillate flower surrounded by numerous staminate
- flowers, the prstrllate flower pushing upward to the top
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~ yellow at the opening of .the cup. Alongside of the
~ cyathia are the nectary or nectar cups the -open ‘labiate
mouth of which is of a more vivid orange tmt of yellow
; than the opening of the cyathla. o |
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Color tabulations

The color designations according to the c’ol'or'plates"ef '

said “Dictionary of Color” 'are recapitulated m tabular
form as fellews. |

- | Non-Technical | Num-
- Partof Plant . - | . Designation | Plate | Letter | ber
| - - - of Celor SR I
Foliage 16aVeS. . oo Ivy EIeON . e | 22! A 12
Bract-bearing spurs..__..| Palegreen______._| .21 | K | — 1
Bracts: ~ - o B o
Predominating color. ]?ale greenish tint | Wl B -2
| - ofcreamywhite, |- - D -
Tinting c¢f planar | Pale greenish yel-§ - 17} D 3
area efsemebraets low tint of T S
adjacent outer acu- creamy white,
minate terminal | |
: _end., ) | - - o
o Tinting at penpheral Pale green-.._._,_.._...___ - 18 o F 6
-some braets B PRI S RS DRV B L
~ Petioles of braets.‘-,-- mmen @O el - 18 L 8
Inflorescence:-+ . . |Toer oo i B -
- . Cyathia— '. SO oo
at base-.:__;_;;:__._‘__ light tint ef pale - 191 K 6
- -] green. - ol :
o at'eup epeni_ng_.._ pale yellew__’_.._';_- 18]
-~ Nectar cup _lablals..._.- Orange tint efyel- {10

o] i|7 |

: - :.'__" F‘]L—l .-
e

Havmg desertbed and ﬂlustrated my new varlety of .

o pomsettra plant, I claun'?’
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- A new and- distinct variety of pomsettla plant substan-" |
tially as iltustrated and described, characterized by a

central inflorescence and ‘an mvelucre of a large number

of prelately-ovate-aeummate bracts of predemmanﬂy a

pale greenish tint of creamy white color and of substan-

tially greater width than kniown varieties, the bracts ra- =
diating on relatively short petioles from the- mﬂeresceneef L
and the side edges of individual bracts’ overlapplng ‘the

 side edges of the next ad]acent bracts in Wreath-llke o

relation.
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