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- ditions. The average is about 55 inches.
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Ralph L. Pommert, Pacific, Wasln., ass: gner to Selected
Glads, Ine., Nashvnlle, ’Eelm., 2 cememtmn of Tennes-

Applicaﬁen apra 24, ws_a, Serial No. 730,734.
- 1Claim. (CL47—60)

My present invention relates to a mew and improved
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variety of gladiolus plant which originated from a cross

made by me between the varieties Red Charm (un-
patented), as the seed parent, and an unnamed seedling
(unpatented) identified as seedling Number 041-16 in
my breeding work, as the pollen parent. The new variety

originated at my gardens in the State of Washington and

I have asexually reproduced the variety at the same lo-
cation, by natural increase from bulblets. I have ob-

20 -

served and tested this new variety through several gen- -

appear to be ﬁrmly fixed. -

This new variety is a very sturdy and vigorous grewer
germinates readily, and usually produces good-sized bulbs
the first year. The leaf attachment to the stem is loose,
making this variety particularly adaptable for cutflower

use. This new variety has the ability to open all florets

to the tip bud, after the splke has been cut m tight bud

~and placed In water.

-~ The illustration accompanymg this spec1ﬁcatlen shows

two views of a single bloom spike of this variety in ap-

prommately the true color, but generally reduced in size.

- The view to the right shcws the lower part of the splke

and the view to the left shows the upper part.
In the following detailed description, color plate refer-

- ences are to Ridgway’s Color Standards and Nomencla-

ture, editicn of 1912, Where there are other references

to color, the ordmary dlctmnary meanings of the terms .

are intended. D |
The following is a more complete descrlptlen of the

| plant and ﬂewer ef this new variety.

| The plant
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Growth Sturdy, as compared with the average gladlelus
variety. Field-run height of spikes grown under com-

mercial conditions has varied from 50 to 60 inches
- recorded trials, dependmg on climate and weather con-

Prepagatlen Vallety germinates easily.

 year.

Bloemmg season:. Bloems mld-seascn Recorded trials
‘vary from 75 to 90 days, dependmg upon SGll and

climate.

- . Resistance to d:tsease and heat This new varlety has
- been grown in the typlcal soils 1n the Puget Sound area

~of Washington, under irrigation, and under the natural
conditions provided by the climate of the area. At the
end of the season, other varicties and the seedlings
had succumbed to or been badly affected by various
diseases, including Botrytis and Sclerotinia, whereas

thousands of bulbs and bulblets of this varlety were

Bulblets are _' N

average in size, producing gecd-—31zed bulbs the ﬁrst- |
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Lexington, Kentucky, and in the vicinity of Jonesboro,
Arkansas, and-Oceanside, California, in the year 1957,
under climatic conditions normal to these areas, all
with results similar to those recorded in the Puget
Sound area. It was observed in all these tests that the
spike and florets have better than average resistance
to the effects of hot sun. Notable, too, is the com-
parative resistance of this variety to the gladiolus dis-
eases Curvularia and Stemphyhum as Indicated by the

field tests in the vicinity of Lexington, Kentucky, just
mentioned., | |

Stems: Straight, strong and wiry, being excellent for com-

- mercial cutflowers.

Foliage: Upright and medium width, measurmg approxi-
mately 1%4 inches broad.

Corms: Skin is medium-red and husk is light red.

Spike: Long and wiry, the approximate length being 46
inches when cut for commercial cutflowers, leaving
at least 4 full leaves on the plant. Sp1ke rises well
above the foliage, with flower heads averaging 23 inches

long. Usually, seven florets are fully open at one time,
with about 6 buds showmg color at this time. Attach-
ment of buds to spike is excellent. | |

The ﬂower

Buds: Arrangement—the buds showing color lie close to
‘the spike, facilitating packlng and shipping.
FJ.D'WEI- |
Armngemem —The fiorets are evenly spaced on the
spike and all face in the same direction.
Form.—Open, semewhat triangular in shape, with
slightly waved effect on edges of petals.
Size.—Fully opened florets measure 435 to 5 inches

In diameter, without straightening out tips of
petals.

Fragrance.—None.

Keeping qualities—The splke and florets have better
than average resistance to heat. Has excellent
opening qualities when cut in the t1ght bud.

Petals:

Shape ~—Lightly waved edge without reflexing of
tips. Heavy and slightly raised mld-rlb

Substance—~Above average.

Color—In popular terms, the color may be described
as a clear scarlet-red, being a sllghtly brighter
shade of scarlet than Scarlet Plate I in Ridgway’s

 Color Standards and Nomenclature; The lower

- petal is a darker shade of red and is essentially
a chromatic self, with a narrow yellow line run-

- ning thru center of petal from the throat to center.

Reproductive organs: Inconspicuous; about average in -
length, and of a hght shade of red.

T claim:
- The new and distinct variety of gladiolus plant, sub-

istantlally as herein shown and described, characterized |

particularly by the relative ability of its splke and florets
to resist the effects of hot sun, the comparative resistance
of the plant to diseases, its straight, strong and wiry stems,

~ the loose attachment of leaves to the stem, the excellent' '

65
this variety remained healthy and unaffected. Some -

attachment of buds to the spike, lying close thereto, the

-even spacing of florets on the spike with all facing in the

same direction, and the ability to open all florets to the

tip bud, after the spike has been cut 111 tlght bud ancl |

.. placed in water.

~ grown in commerc1al ﬁeld plantmgs in the vicinity of

| Nc _references cited,
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