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42 in my breeding records.
. been given the number 7A for identification purposes.
. The orchid-like appearance of the flower, as will be
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ThlS invention relates to a distinct and new variety of

azalea plsnt reproduced as a result of deliberate exper.t-'-

ments in hybridization carried out at my nursery in San
Bernardino, California, the plant being derived from a
eross-breedmg of unpatented plants numbered 1098 and

noted in the accompanying illustration, together with the

massive blooming of the plant due to its heavy bud
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This particular plant has

-
- QA

setting quality, comprise the exceptional dtstmgulshmg_'

- characteristics of this azalea plant,

Of particular note with respect to the flower per s€

is the unusnal red speckling in the throat of a pure.

white flower, as more pertlenlarly spec1ﬁed and deserlbed
hereinbelow.
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-Stutabthty for forcrng Holds flowers aversge well when

forced; flowers bloom evenly when forced.

Fol:age |

“Size: Average 17 Wlde 2 long.

Quantity: Abundant.
New foliage-—Plate #1122 on upperside and
- Plate #1123 on underside; old foliage—exceptional- -

ly dark green, Plate #1129 on upperside and Plate
#1130 on underside. | o

Shape: Oval (rounded on end).
Texture: .-Lighter than normal.

- Edge or margm Smooth,

Ribs and veins: Normal.

Aspect: Attractive, glossy, dark green foliage, shghtly
larger than average. | |

Flower

Size: Average 3" across ﬂower 31/2” from top to bottom
 edge.

 Flowers borne: Normally 3 on each stem.

- Quantity of bloom: Exceptionally abundant. '-

The plant itself grows easily attd qulckly, both in-

doors under glass and outdoors, and is quite readlly

- forced in the greenhouse for any desired time from ]ust'

!25__

prior to Christmas up to its normal blooming season in

reason of the desirable forcing characteristic, together
with striking appearance of the flowers, this plant iS an
exeeptlonally valuable addition to the growers’ and

-nurserymen’s lines, as well as those of the florists.

mid spring. The fast, many-branched growing quality -
of the plant is a further distinguishing characteristic with-
the dark green foliage on a compact bushy plant being
quite attractive during the non-blooming season. By
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Asexual repreduction of this distinct and new azalea

plant was accomplished by me at my nursery in San

Bemsrdmo, California, by the known method of remov-- -
ing cuttings from the original hybrid plant which ma-
tured from a seedling, and potting the cuttings separate-
~ ly from the donor plant.

Subsequent reproductions of
the plant in the same manner indicate that the fore-

going characteristics, as well as further distinguishing

characteristics set out below, are permanently fixed, and

- the accompanying illustration of a forced cutting grown *
plant shows the massive blooming of the unusual orchid-

like flowers as well as their striking color characteristic.
The following is a detailed specification of the plant

- and flower, reference being had to the British Horti-
~ cultural Chart of the British Colour Council for color

identification of the flower and stigma, and to the
Plochere Color System for eolor 1dent1ﬁcatlon of the

Plont

form.

plants.

| Rooting: Roots easﬂy, very v1gorous roots grows well

Oon own roots.

Blooming habit: Blooms prolifically when foreed as well
- as outside plants in California; exceptionally heavy

bud set; normally 3 flowers to a branch when proper-
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-."-Shape Ruffled or frilled edge.

o0

Continuity: Individual flowers last the same length of
time as most Belgian Indicas, but the fact that it sets
such a heavy crop of buds keeps the plant blooming
- for longer periods of time than most Belglan Indicas.
Petalage: |
- Size. ——Average 14" wide, .2” long.
Number of petals under normal conditions.~S5.
- Color of bud.—White with light greetush cast at
- ‘base of bud.
Color of open flower~—The 2 bottom petals are pure
white; the 3 top petals are also pure white and
. speckled with red from the throat to within 4"
- of the top of the petals. When petaloids show
~in throat of flower, they are also speckled with
red. Plate #025/ 1 and #025/2 |
Texture.—Light. | --
Appearance—The upper three petals are heavily
~ ribbed on the back which holds them erect. The
two bottom petals are not heavrly ribbed with the
- result. they hang loosely gmng the flower an
- orchid-like appearance. ©

‘The ﬂower S helght is
greater than the width. Single to semi-double ﬂowers :

~ Arrangement: Solid mass of flowers.

Persistence: Sets a heavy set of buds and all new growth
sets buds R

Reproducuve organs

_ 'Stamens From 8 to 12; some ﬂowers have partial

petaloidy of stamens.

 Anther: Creamy colored—normal.

Form of plant Very bushy grower, symmetrxcal in
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ly grown and forced into bloom, the flowers complete- -

ly hide the foliage; blooms single flowers as well as

- single flowers with petalolds makmg some of the

flowers semi-double.

- ‘Blooming season: March through April aecordtng to the

weather; can be forced from mtd-December through
the bloomtng season. |

Styles:

F1lsment Wmte—normal

‘White.
Stigma: Pale greemsh-yellow, Plate #*86 1/ 3

-Growth habit: Rate of growth faster ‘than Belgian - Ovary: Normal.

Indica varieties; plants braneh often, rnakmg bushy'

Having illustrated and described the invention or dis-
covery, what 1s claimed as new and patentable is: |
A distinct and new variety of azalea plant, substantial-

ly as illustrated and described hereinabove, and charac-

terized generally by the ease and rapidity with which the
plant may be grown outdoors or as forced under glass,
the plant being distinguished by its bushy and many-
branched feature with attractive dark green glossy

- foliage, and partteularly characterized by the heavy and
._'_prolonged bud setting quality resulting in continuing

~ massive blooming of orchid-like pure white flowers hav-
"0 |

ing dlStlnCtIVB red speckhng in their throats,
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