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1 Claim.
1

~ Qur present invention relates to a new and
distinct variety of azalea plant of the Belgian
Indica type and is the result of definite breeding
efforts. The cross which produced the new va-
riety was made between the varieties Paul
Schame and Simon Mardner (both unpatented)
at the home of the latter-named inventor in Pasa-
dena, California. Asexual reproduction by the
first-named inventor was accomplished in south-

ern California by means of cuttings and has

shown that the characteristics of the new va-
riety are apparently permanent.

The principal distinction of our new varievy
of azalea lies in the color and form of its flower,
it being much like its parents in many other re~
spects, with the exception that it blooms mid-
season—earlier than one parent and later than

~ the other.

The accompanying illustrations show a black-
and-white photograph of a young potted plant of
our new variety, with a single flower and small
branch bhelow, shown in their natural colors as
nearly true as the artist could make them.

In the following detailed description of our new
variety, color plate references are to the Horti-

- cultural Chart by the British Colour Council, and

other color names indicate the usual dictionary
meaning of the word.

The plant

Form: The plant grows in a round, semi-compact
form.

Growth habits: This variety is primarily a forc-
ing variety but will grow outside if tempera-
tures are not too low. It has a moderate rate
of growth as compared with most Belgian In-
dgicas. It roots well, making reproduction
easy. |

Cold resistance: This variety will endure temper-
tures as low as 24 degrees Fahrenheit.

Blecoming season: In southern California the
blooming season is from December through
BMareh, This variety blooms earlier than its
parent Simon Mardner and later than its par-
ent Paul Schame. o

Blooming habits: The flowers of this variety oc-
cur in terminal, umbel-like racemes or clus-
ters, with usually 3 to 5 blooms in a cluster.
The quantity of bloom is comparable to that
of its parents.
tems: Woody, strong and sturdy.

Foliage:

Density and perszstence —Moderately dense
and very persistent-—blooming inhibiting
its growth only temporarily.
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Color —Spinach Green 090. Color of foli-
age remains approximately the same
throughout the year.

Size—Leaves range from 1 to 1% inches in
length and from ¥4 to 15 inch in width.

Shape~Obovate, with acute base and aris-
tate apex. Entire.

Surface appearance—~Pubescent.

Arrangement.—Alternate on stem.

The bloom

owers:

Borne.~In umbel-like racemes of 3 to 5 flow=~
ers.

Size~—~Large, measuring 3 to 3% inches in
diameter. | |
Form—Open campanulate, with ten to fif~
teen petaloids, some approaching the size

of the petals.

Permanence.—Individual flowers last from 1
to 2 weeks.

Stem.—Average length of flower stem is ap-
proximately 14 inch.

- Petalage —~—Five petals, with numerous peta-
loids of almost pefal size, giving a double
effect to the flower. |

Petals:

Shape —-Apprommately round and slightly
ruffled; connected at base.

Size—15 10 34 inch in diameter.

Texlure.—Good but not heavy.

Color—Overall Phlox Pink, 625/2, with the
marginal edge or rim of Phlox Pink 625,
The effect of the coloring is picotee-like
and this feature is one of the principal
points of differentiation between the new
variety and its parent Simon Mardner.
After severance, the flower color increases
in intensity after several hours, and also
appears to have a slicht magenta cast.

Reproductive organs:

Stamens.—Modified, becoming petaloids in
most cases. One or two petaloids in each
flower may retain stamen-like structures
but most of them are petal-like. Color of

- the petaloids is the same as that of the
petals but may appear to be of deeper in-
tensity.

Pistil.—Persistent; approximately 1 inch in
length; same color as the petaloids.

Comparisons

The variety Simon Mardner, one of its pa,rents,_
Is the variety most like our new variety, but

55 differs principally as follows:
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1. The color of the flower of our new variety is
less intense than that of Simon Mardner.
9 The color of the flower of our new variety is
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picotee-like, whereas that of Simon Mardner is

of approximately unvarying intensity through-

out, even on the petal edges.

3. The form of the flowers of the two varieties
is different, in that our new variety has a greater
guantity of irregularly shaped petaloids, giving

the flower a rather full, double appearance in

10

contrast with the single appearance of Slmon

NMardner.

4. The blooming season of our new variety 1s -

earlier than that of Simon Mardner.
Our new variety also resembles its narent, Paul
Schame, but differs principally in the following

respects:

15 ducing a double bloom e

1. The color of the ﬂﬂwers dlffers in tha,t the |

flower of Paul Schame is salmon pink and the
flower of our new variety is light phlox pink W:Lth 20

a patal rim of darker phlox pink.

_ 4
2. The form of the flowers of the two varieties
differs because the center of our new variety has
more petaloids, some approaching the size of
petals, thus making a much fuller flower.

3. The blooming season of our new varlety is
later than that of Paul Schame. |

Having thus disclosed our invention, we claim:

"The new and distinet variety of evergreen
azalea plant of the Belgian Indica class, substan-
tially as herein shown and described, character- |
ized particularly by its mid-season blooming
period: its ease of reproduction by rooting; and .
-~ its picotee-like, phlox pink flowers of open cam-
panulate form with many central petaloids pro 0-

ect. Vooosp

. WILLIAM B MULHOLLAND
PAUL E. SHEPP. _ -
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