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1 Claim,
1

The present discovery relates to a new and dis-
tinet variety of Saintpaulia ionantha grandiflora
(Hort.) plant which originated as a sport of the
well known unpatented Saintpaulia “Blue Boy”
variety. This sport was discovered in the Saint-
patlia section of commercial greenhouses at Nor-
wood, Pennsylvania, which are under my super-
vision and contirol.

The asexugl reproduction of this new variety of
Saintpaulia has been accomplished by me at Nor-
wood, Pennsylvania. The asexual reproduction of
this new variety since May, 1948, has shown its
qualities to be permanently fixed.

To propagate the plant, leaf cuttings are placed
in prepared sand until rooted and until a crown
develops. A good root system develops in three
weeks. However, in the greenhouses at Norwood,
Pennsylvania, these cuttings are left in the sand
until & crown develops, a further period of five
weeks, at which fime the young plants are trans-
planted to 24 ~-inch pots.

'The novelty of the new variety resides in the
entirely new shape of the bloom, the regular ap-
pearance of at least four and usually five stamens,
in contrast to the two stamens usual in other
varieties, and the large size of the bloom, aver-
aging 134 to 134 inches in diameter.

The accompanying illustration shows a potted
plant of the new variety, with typical flowers and
leaves.

In structure the new variety is similar to the
“Blue Boy” variety. It is a stemless hairy peren-
nial. The leaf is ovate, slightly serrate, and aver-
ages two inches in length by one and one-half

inches in width. The upper side is a2 medium :

yellow-green color and hirsute. The under side
is an off-while color and slightly hirsute texture.
On the young leaf, the mid rib and veins are a
reddish purple color matching the petiole. As
the leaf matures, this reddish purple color fades
to a dull off-while, 'The mature petiole is sturdy,
oval at base, rounded at leaf end: ¥ to ¥ inch

at basal end, and % to 3 inches in diameter at

leaf end. It is moderately hirsute, color red
purple when immature, fading to pale green with
slight purplish overfones in maturity.

The new variety has the free blooming habit of
the “Blue Boy” variety. TFairly upright flowers
are borne in red purple peduncled few flowered
cymes. The flower is sub-rotate, the tube shorter
than the sepals. In contrast to the “Blue Boy,” or
any known Saintpaulia, the two uppermost lobes
of the corolla of this new variety are essentially
equal in size and shape to the lower three lobes.
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There is no distinction in the new variety between &5

- - 2
the upper and lower lips. A completely outstand-
ing feature is the presence of at least four, and
usually five exserted bright yellow stamens.
Another feature of the new variety is the out-
standing size of the bloom, which averages be-
tween 115 and 134 inches, occasionally achieving
173 and even two inches.

The following is a detailed description of the
new variety:

Parentage

Origin: Sport.
Parent variety: “Blue Boy” (unpatented).
Classification, botanic: Saintpauwlia ionantha

grandiflora, (Hort.).

Flower

Blooming habit: Recurrent
Bud.: | |
Size.~—1% to 93 inches in diameter and lengths.
Form~-Quinquelobate.
Color.—Dull deep purple.
Sepals.~—PFive,
Shape~—DBell-shaped.
Calyr.—Size &% to +% inches—5 lobed.
Bloom:
Color.~-Purple.
Size.—135 to 17 inches in diameter.

Form.—Corolla subrotate, quinquelobate.
All lobes essentially equal in size and shape.
Lobes oval with fluted tips.

Borne.—Cymose inflorescence.

Stems—Slender, reddish purple 34 fo 1%
pedicels Jomed to 2 inch to 3 inch stalk of:‘
cyme. 2to 5 buds to stalk.

Discoloration.—None.

Textures.—Silky.

Fragrance—None. |

Lasting quality of bloom.~—~One week to ten
days.

Genital organs:
- Stamens.—~Length % to 3 inches: number

4 to b—usually 5.

Arrangement~—Symmetrical and attached
by filament to Corolla tube.

Color of Anther~—Yellow.

Pollen.—Color, yellow.

Style—Number, 1; length, inch; color,
purple. |

Stigma.—Insignificant.

Ovaries.—Normal.

Fruit:
Shape —Long oval—length 15 to 34 inch, di-
ameter v to ¥4 inch.
- Color at maturity—QGreen.
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Form: Sub-acaulescent; height 6 inches.
Folicge—Quantity—12 to 24 in rosette.
Color—Green. Size of leai—135 by 2
inches. Shape—isodiametric, ovate. Tex-
ture—upper surface: hirsute; lower sur-
face: pubescent. Petiole—-mature petiole,
sturdy, oval at base; % to ¥ inch in di-

- ameter at basal end, rounder at leaf end;
s to % inches in diameter at leaf end.
Moderately hirsute purple red when im-

mature, fading to pale green with slight
purplish overtones in maturity.

The color designations according.to the Munsell-
Book of Color, published by the Munsell Color
Company, Baltimore, Maryland 111 1929 are as
follows:

ol

10

a & : AL P LN} AT ™ cerr T - o TN
. ' L} L] . ; 4 . . I..

The new variety of Saintpaulia is easily dis-
tinguishable from other varieties by the sym-

metrical star shape of the flowers, with scarcely
distinguishable lobes; usually five stamens, but

occasionally four, in contrast to the standard two

‘showing in other varieties, and the size, averag-

ing from 1%4 to 134 inches.

I claim;

A new variety of Samtpauha plant substan-
tially as shown and described, distinctively char-

_acterized by the symmetrical star shaped deep

" blue flowers having evenly sized petals, and the
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Hue - Value | Chroma Symbol
Mgin Flow er Color...} Purpleiveceoa| 8/ BT SR =17
o 70,7 ¥ WU P 52 T VT 3f - £10 | 3/10
ANERET . e Yellow. ... I 8 16 | Y810
Filaments: @ oo wacedon oo 0o iaind 8/ J6: Y816
Pedicels. . ovvveoecrew] Red.oae s 3/ 4.1 R3M4
Main bod¥ of 1leaf_._ .| Greenyellow ! 47| Al GR4M4
Bick of J]mL_; ,,,,,, I RN < [ ; 8/ L . [20  IRBR
Peduncles. oee oo Red_-u-.-.-__;_;]-; 3 Jad . R34

larpe average size thereof.
. FRODE RAHBEK.
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