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1 Claim.
1

The present invention relates to a new and
distinet variety of Saintpaulia plant, commonly
known as the African violet, the new variety hav-
ing the dominant characteristic of a plurality of
rows or layers of petals, as distinguished from the
single row of petals as is present in the flower
of the common African violet plant.

The plant of the present invention was initial-
ly asexually reproduced from a mutation fiower
which exhibited the distincet characteristics re-
ferred to, said mutation appearing on a Saint-
paulia plant known as the “Blue Boy” variety, in
a greenhouse of my nursery at Linwood, New
JErsey.

The new and distinct variety of plant claimed
herein is identical with the well known variety,
Blue Boy (unpatented), except as specifically
noted herein. Like the Blue Boy, the growth is
vigorous and the flowering profuse. The leaves
of my new variety have the general characteris-
tics of leaves of the Blue Boy. They are thick,
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 plant asexually by leaf cuttings, numerous plants,
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soft, broad, and covered with a fine hairy fuzz

over the surface, and are olive, dusky green in
color on their top surface (41 Plate—"“Ridgeway’s
Color Standards and Nomenclature”). The un-
dersurfaces of the leaves are pale green with a
distinctive heavy vein ascending toward the apex.
The leaves range in size approximately from 174
inch by 1 and 34 inch to 2 and 34 inch by 3%
inch. The leaf stems are of medium length and
are from Y4 inch to 1% inch in diameter.

The flower of the new variety is about one inch
in diameter and is pompon in shape with about
fourteen petals to the flower as an average, and
these petals are circularly arranged one above
another to form a plurality of layers of petals, as
distinguished from the single petal arrangement
of the Blue Boy variety. While the average num-
ber of petals per flower is fourteen, as many as
seventeen petals per flower have been noted. The
new variety has proved itself to be a continuous
bloomer under cultivation, and the individual
blooms endure several weeks after opening.

The new and distinet variety was first dis-
covered by me at a time when I had under culti-
vation and observation, Saintpaulia plants of the
Blue Boy variety, which variety I had under cul-
tivation for improvement by the selection of the
superior plants for reproduction. The new variety
appeared as a mutation on one part of one of the
Blue Boy plants then under cultivation and in-
provement in my greenhouses at Linwood, New
Jersey. Having discovered and noted the distinct
characteristics of the mutation, I observed it from
time to time and thereafter reproduced from this
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several thousand of which have now reached
flowering size and have retained the distinctive
characteristics referred to herein. These new
plants so reproduced asexually, had flowers which
retained the color of the original sport, i. e., that
of the Blue Boy variety.

In addition to the dominant characteristic re-
ferred to, the new variety of the present applica-
tion has the following other features which dis-
tinguish it from its parent, the Saintpaulia of the
Blue Boy variety, which appear in plants as re-
produced by leaf cuttings; (a) each flower stem
carries more individual flowers than are carried
by the common varieties, (b) only a few of the
flowers produce pollen sacs, and (¢) old flowers
do not drop off the stem but simply dry up, and
must be picked off. The last-mentioned feature
makes the new variety quite superior to common
varieties as a house plant. |

The color of the petals of the original sport,
and asexual reproductions therefrom may be best
described as blue purple (No. 76, Smico standard)
from the “Smico Color Selector.”

Most of the flowers lack the double yellow pol-
len sacs characteristic of the single varieties.
When these pollen sacs appear, they are not al-
ways in the center of the flower.

Other than the above, the new and distinct
variety of plant claimed herein has all of the

characteristics of the common and well known
varieties of Saintpaulia, including growth habits.
The new variety is distinguished by its entirely
different flower type, the individual blossoms be-
ing multi-petaled or double, rather than posses-
sing only a single row of flower petals as in the
case of all common types of African violets in ex-
istence. The new variety distinguishes from com-
mon varieties of the African violet in that the
flower stems rising from the base of the plants,
carry many more individual blooms, and these
double blooms do not drop their petals quickly
like the more conventional varieties. |

In the drawings, which are photolithographic
reproductions of a plant of the new variety.

Figure 1 is a side view of a potted plant of the
new variety,

Figure 2 is a view of a potted plant looking
generally downwardly thereon, |

Figure 3 is an enlarged view of the leaves and &
flower stem, and "

Pigure 4 is an enlarged view of a number of the
Aowers, showing the multiple petal characteristic.

Having described my invention or discovery as
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completely as it is reasonably possible for me to '

do, I claim:

A new and distinct variety of Saintpaulia
plant substantially as herein disclosed, charac-
terized by flowers having a plurality of rows or

layers of petals.
| CHARLES W.FISCHER.
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