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This 1nvent10n relates to a new -and dlstmct

yariety -.of nectarine tree which bears large, yel-
low-fleshed clmgstene fruit; the va,nety being the
.result of 4 centmumg breedmg program which
g am carrying ferwarel to obtam more commer-

cially desirable nectarines.

The herein deseribed variely of nectarine tree
has close resemblance to the Le Grand nectarine
(United States Blant Patent 549), but the present

variety is distinctive in comparison thereto In

that it bears fruit having an exterior color which
is a much more intense or brighter red, and a
ripening period approximately one week earlier.

This new and distinet variety of nectarine tree
was originated by me upon my ranch near Mer-
ced, county of Merced, State of California, in the
following manner:

In early March of 1942 all of the blooms on one
I.e Grand nectarine tree were pollenized with pol-
len from a Kim nectarine tree (United States
Plant Patent No. 173).

Seed from the resulting fruit was planted dur-
ing the following winter, and in excess of one hun-
dred seedlings were obtained. The seedlings of

vigorous and healthy appearance were then top~-

worked on orchard trees and these have all borne
yellow~fleshed fruit. Among these, the instant
variety appeared and was immediately recog-
nized by me as being distinctive, and advanta-
geous marketwise, because of its unusually bright

red color, and its ripening period earlier than the

Le Grand nectarine.
Since its discovery the new Varlety has been

successfully asexually reproduced, with the re-
productions carrying forward all of the distinc-
tive characteristics of the parent and its fruit.
Such reproduction was accomplished 'as follows:

To determine that true, asexual reproduction
could be attained, and to fix the ripening period
of the new variety more exactly, it was top-
worked during the summer of 1947 on two sepa-
rate orchard trees, along with Gower, Quetbta, and
Le Grand nectarines. These bore fruit during
the 1949 and 1950 seasons, and during both sea-
sons the instant variety ripened approximately
five days after the Gower and approximately five
days earlier than the Le Grand and Quetta.

“The fruit of the herein claimed variety colors
and ripens uniformly, so that harvest can be com-
pleted—-—from trees of the same age and in the
same orchard-—before the Le Grand and Quetta
harvest begins. Harvest of the instant variety
will follow very closely after completion of har-
vest of the Early Le Grand variety (United States
Plant Patent 980); thus filling the gap in the
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harvesting period between said Early Le Grand
nectarine and the L Grand nectarine, with a
neetarine of the same general chamctemtws
In the drawings:
5  Fig. 1 is a perspective view of fruit of the new
variety in connection with stems and leaves.
Fig. 2 is a sectional view of one of the fruits
with the stone exposed.
Referring now more spec1ﬁcally to the pomo-

10 logical details of the new and distinct variety of

nectarine tree, the following is an outline de-
scription thereof; all major color plate identifi-
cations being by reference to Maerz and Paul Dic-
tionary of Color,

15 Tree: Large; vigorous; spreading; productive
bearer; regular bearer.
- Trunk: Stocky.

Branches: Stocky. Above medium size. Lenfi-
cels—medium number; medium size.

Leaves:; Average length, 6’ to 7’’; average width,
134’ to 2”’. Large size; smooth Color-—me-

- dium green (22-1-6) on top side; lighter green .
(21-K-5) tending to yvellowish on under side.
Leaf stems.—Color—light green (19-K-3).
Margins.—Crenate.
Petiole—Medium length: medium thickness.
Glands.—Average number, about four. Al-
ternate; medium size; reniform. Usually
N located two on the petiole and two or more
30 on the margins of the blade.
Stipules—None. |

Flower buds: Medium size; plump.

Flowers: Large size; pink; showy, opening about
with the Elberta peach. Anthers—red in
color, producing viable pollen, so that the va-
riety is self-fruitful. |

Fruit:

Size.—~—Large for a nectarme being consider-

40 ably larger than the Quetta variety, and

about the same size as the Le Grand va-
riety. Well grown specimens average 3"’
in diameter from cheek to cheek and
- average 3’’ from stem to apex, and are quite
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45 uniform in size,

Ripens --Umformly——comparable to the J. H.
Hale peach and the Le Grand nectarine.
Shape.—Globose.

Suture.~—Shallow with slight depression be-

50 yond the pistil point.
Ventral surface.~Rounded, with edqual
sides. | |

Cavity —Rounded. Average diameter 33'';
average breadth 34’’. Marking—usually
6d - completely covered with red.
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Base ~B1ay.

1,080

Apex —-Slightly depressed with point almost

lacking.
Stems.~—Stout. Adhere

strongly to stone.

Skin: Thick:; tough:; tenacious to flesh.

Color—Yellow (9-I-8) under-color; com-

pietely overspread with bright red (3-L—6

shading to 5-1-6),
Pubescence~—None,

Mlesh: |
Color—Yellow (10-J-7),

with consmerable

red (4—-J-4) next to the stone.

Amagydaline.—Moderate.
Juice~—~Abundant.
Fibers—Abundant.
Texture of flesh —Firm.,
Ripens—Evenly,
Flavor—Delicate.
Aroma ~Pistinct.
Eating quality —Good.
Stone: Cling,
Fingers.—Long,

Size—Large. Average length, 1v%’’; aver-

age breadth, 114’’;
3/4.'!.
Form.—Round to oval.
Buase—~—0Oblique,
Hilum ~Broad; oval.
Apex.—Rounded,
Sides.~—Equal.

average thickness,

o i
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Surface, — 'Irregularly furrowed;: pitted

throughout.
Ventral side—Thick.
Dorsal side.—Full with deep grooves.
Ridges.~—Continuous.

Color—Reddish purple (b5-1~12).
Tendency to split—Very little,

‘Resistance to insecis and diseases: Appromma.te-

ly the same as other commercial nectarine
varieties, and is conftrolied by the same spray
program.

Keeping and shipping quahtws Very good hav-
ing very firm flesh. |

Eating quality: Excellent.
The tree and its fruit herein descrihed may

vary in slight detail due to climatic and soil
conditions under which the variety may be grown.

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

A new and distinet variety of nectarine tree,
substantially as described and illustrated, bear-
ing fruit whieh, in comparison to the Le Grand,
is of brighter red color, with a ripening period

five days to a week earlier; the tree and its fruit

~ otherwise being quite similar to the Le Grand, in-
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cluding large, firm-fleshed, uniformly ripening

{ruit. |
FREDERIC W. ANDERSON.
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