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1 Claim. (CIl. 47—59)

The present invention relates to a new variety

of holly plant and more particularly to a new
and distinet variety of Japanese holly, Ilex

- ecrenatd.

The present holly originated from seed in the
nursery of the discoverer at Concordviile, Penn-
sylvania, being one of a large number of seed-
lings. The new plant was selected from these
for its striking variation from the type and prop-
agated by asexual means, that is from cuttings.
The young plants thus asexually reproduced ex-
hibit identical characteristics to the original
plant and to each other, which would not be true
if propagated by other than asexual means.

Heretofore, Japanese holly required clipping
or shearing to maintain a low form, which occu-
pied time and added to the cost to the consumer.
Furthermore, such plants failed to maintain their
clipped form and therefore were unpopular.

The holly forming the subject matier of this
invention is characterized particularly by virtu-
ally all growth tending to the horizontal, pro-
ducing a fast growing, low spreading plant, which
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retains the described form without clipping or

shearing. Further novel characteristics reside
in smallness of leaves, hardiness, substantiaily
horizontal branch growth associated with free
branching in all directions, ang plant form meore
broad than taill.

The new variety of Japanese holly is well-
formed, attractive and suitapble for use as an
evergreen shrub, for specimens, masses or hedges
in landscape gardening. Its rapid and substan-
tially horizontal growth makes it particularly
adapted for planting against foundations of
homes, buildings, or low walls, or in the fore-
cround of any kind of mass planting where much
height is undesirable. It is useful in preference
to all other low and spreading evergreen plants
in that its evergreen color which is light green
does not undergo variations with the seasons
but is virtually changeless. It is useful in prefer-
ence to most other low and spreading evergreen
plants in that it is free from serious insect or pest
or disease attack. It is further useful in prefer-
ence to most other low and spreading evergreen
plants in that it is tolerant of extreme wetness
or dryness, and to a large degree of shade.

The drawing shows in natural colors the new
and distinct variety of Japanese holly,
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As a convenient summary the following de- |

‘tailed description is given:

Plant form: Much-branched woody evergreen
shrub, growing to about six feet in height, low
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spreading, more broad than tall, branching

| plant,

2

freely in all directions, substantially all branch
growih becoming horizontal. |

Growth character: Normal for the new variety,
four to eight inches per year, evergreen, hardy
to Boston, Albany, and northern Ohio.

Leaves: Alternate; petioled; oval or obovate,
crenately serrate, glabrous, Y to s inches
long by % to Y% inch broad: evergreen: not
arranged in ranks.

flowers: Staminate; calyx-lobes, petals and
stamens, 4; inconspicuous, usually solitary,
white, borne in May or June on present vear’s
growth.

Berries: None.

Comparison: In the following comparison with
Tlex crengta Helleri, charscteristic differences
possessed by the present Japanese holly plant
will be pointed out. Ilex crencia Helleri is of
such extreme slowness of growth that it is ex-
tremely dense and dwarf, resulting in a com-
pact plant. In the climate in the vicinity of
Philadelphia, it makes 1 to 2 inches of growth
per year. 'fhis resulis in profuse and very close
branching. In contrast to this, the Japanese
holly plant which is the subject of this appli-
cation makes 4 to 8 inches of growth per year.
Hence it is more open in character, In the
vicinity of Philadelphia, Ilex crenalio Helleri
kills back in winter about as much as it grows
in summer. On the other hand, the Japanese
holly plant which is the subject of this applica-
tion meakes satisfactory growth. This differ-

- ence in growth is important and is so great that
the present Japanese holly plant is commer-
cially useful throughout the year. A further
difference is that the leaves of Ilex crenata
Helleri average one-third to one-half smaller
than the leaves of the present Japanese holly
plant. |

I claim:

‘The new variety of Ilex crenata, Japanese holly
characterized particularly by branch
growth substantially horizontal, associated with
rapid growth and free branching in all directions,
with leaves smaller than the ordinary or type of
the species, with great planf{ hardiness and with
plant form more broad than tall, as shown and
described. | |

JOHN FRANKLIN STYER.
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