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My present discovery relates to a new and im-
proved variety of apricot tree, the qualities of the
fruit being outstanding for commercial purposes.
It ripens early and produces highly colored and
sweet-flavored fruit with firm flesh, thus mak-
ing an excellent shipping and canning fruit in
an early season.

My new variety is a seedling which is presum-
ably a cross between Wenatchee Moorpark and
an unknown variety. Some years ago I planted
about six seeds of the Wentachee Moorpark in my
yard. These all came up but since they had been
planted too close together, I grubbed out all but
one of the seedlings which seemed most promis-
ing and which resulted in the present new variety.
It has since been reproduced by budding done by
& nurseryman, and the fruit of the budded trees
is identical in every respect to that on the origi-
nal tree of this new variety from which the buds
were taken.

The accompanying illustration shows one of the

fruits and a cross-section of another fruit of this
variety in approximately their true colors when.
fully tree ripened. These are typical fruits but
allowance must be made for slight variations be-

tween specimens.

'There is no appreciable difference between the
tree and foliage of my new variety and that of
Wenatchee Moorpark. In fact, they appear to
be identical. Pollowing is a detailed description
of the fruit of my new variety, color plate ref-

erences being to Ridgway’s Color Standards and
Nomenclature.

shape:
compressed so as to make the fruit’s transverse

cross section elliptical. Shoulders and surface
irregular when fruit ripens.

Cavity: Regular in form and medium in depth |
- 40

suture: Medium to shallow.

Size: Larger than most popular varieties, in-
cluding Wenatchee Moorpark as well as the
subject of Plant Patent No. 74. It measures
approximately 2 inches in its largest transverse
diameter and 234 inches in vertical diameter.

SKin: Piquant in flavor. Smooth with high gloss.
Very highly colored, fully tree-ripened fruit
being between Orange Chrome and Flame Scar-
let (Plate ID).

Somewhat elongated and blocky. Sides
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Flesh: Exceptionally firm and fine in texture with
little fiber. Juicy when ripe. Flavor sweet.
Color very dark—about same as skin.

Maturity: Ripens about a week to ten days earlier
than Wenatchee Moorpark; about with the sub-
jects of Plant Patents 74 and 630.

Ripening habit: Ripens slowly. Colors very even-
ly while still hard ripe, thus making it pos-
sible to pick and ship while in prime condition.

Stone: Smaller than that of Wenatchee Moor-
park, measuring approximately 1, inches by
slightly less than one inch, allowing a larger
proportion of flesh. Entirely free from the flesh
when ripe. Light brown in color.

Comparison

"The variety known to me which is most nearly
like my new variety is the Wenatchee Moorpark,
but the two varieties differ principally in the fol-
lowing respects. |

1. My new variety ripens 7 to 10 days earlier.

2. Shape of the fruit of my variety is long
and blocky while that of the Wenatchee Moor-
park is more globular.

3. My variety produces fruit which is consist-
ently larger,

4. The fruit of my new variety is firmer in
texture.

0. The stone of my fruit is smaller.

6. The fruit of my variety ripens more evenly.
Wenatchee usually colors on one side while the
other side is green, but my new variety colors
evenly while still hard ripe.

7. Fruit of my new variety has smoother, gloss-
ier skin, it being very wax-like.

8. The fruit of my new variety is a darker,
richer color both of skin and of flesh.

Having thus disclosed my discovery, I claim:

The new and useful variety of apricot tree,
substantially as herein shown and described, char-
acterized particularly by its early ripening date
and 1ts large, somewhat elongated fruit having
glossy dark rich-colored skin, small stone, firm,
sweet-flavored, fine-textured, dark flesh whmh is
Juicy when ripe, and the quality of ripening and
coloring evenly while still hard ripe.

OTTO H. HEIDER.
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